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Unhealthy trend 


Nonalcoholic fatty liver disease 
way up among servicemembers 

By John jVANDivER 

Stars arid Stripes k 

The military experienced a tweAefold 
increase in the number of troops diaglpsed 
with nonalcoholic fatty liver disease, accoming 
to a new health report that found the Air Arce 
recording the highest rates. # \ 

The study marks the first time that the 
military’s Medical Surveillance Monthly Repfert 
looked at occurrences of the disease, whichus 
linked to obesity and can result in cirrhosis [of 
the liver. ' i | 

SEE LIVER ON PAGE 5 f 4 
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Airmen in training 
do pushups at 
Sheppard Air Force 
Base, Texas, in 2017. 


& 





Kyle LARSEN/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Soldiers from the 65th Military Police 
Company (Airborne) perform a crowd 
control exercise with U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection agents in Nogales, 
Ariz., on Dec. 4. 

Shanahan says 
‘several thousand 
more’ troops will be 
needed on border 

By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

“Several thousand more” troops will be 
needed on the U.S. border with Mexico, 
acting Defense Secretary Patrick M. Sha¬ 
nahan said Tuesday. 

In a news conference, Shanahan said the 
troops would be needed to provide Home¬ 
land Security additional support that the 
department has recently requested. About 
4,600 active-duty and National Guard 
troops are currently deployed along the 
border. 

In addition. Defense Department offi¬ 
cials told House lawmakers the Pentagon 
estimates it will spend more than $680 mil¬ 
lion on the deployment of active-duty and 
National Guard troops to the U.S.-Mexico 
border since April. 

The cost estimate will likely rise as the 
active-duty troops remain on the southern 
border beyond January, they told members 
of the House Armed Services Committee. 

Navy Vice Adm. Michael Gilday, direc¬ 
tor of operations for Pentagon’s Joint Staff, 
said the cost of active-duty troops from 
their initial deployment in late October 
through the end of January was about $132 
million. 

The National Guard first arrived at the 
border in April and that deployment cost 
about $103 million through the end of fis¬ 
cal year 2018. The cost of their mission 

SEE BORDER ON PAGE 5 
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5 months after 
Florence, NC base 
houses not ready 


By Jannette Pippin 
The (Jacksonville, N.C.) Daily News 

Thousands of homes remain 
damaged more than five months 
after Hurricane Florence hit Ma¬ 
rine Corps installations in east¬ 
ern North Carolina, its housing 
authority says. 

According to the Atlantic Ma¬ 
rine Corps Communities website, 
the hurricane left nearly 65 per¬ 
cent of base homes with various 
levels of damage, a total of 3,807 
homes between Marine Corps 
Base Camp Lejeune and Marine 
Corps Air Station Cherry Point. 
Exterior repairs are being made 
on more than 20 homes, with 1,135 
homes having been repaired. 

In posts on social media, es¬ 
pecially comments on Camp 
Lejeune’s official Facebook page, 
base residents complained about 
waiting months for repairs to 
homes. 

While many residents awaited 
repairs, however, others received 
repairs that seemed to them 
unwarranted. 

“I had a little water spot in the 
garage,” Mike Sherburn, a Navy 
retiree who resides in a house on 
Berkley Manor, said. “The next 
thing I know people showed up ... 
and replaced my entire roof” 

The man living across the 
street, Sherburn said, was in des¬ 
perate need of repairs. 

“Up until now they haven’t done 


anything to that house,” Sher¬ 
burn said. “And they replaced my 
roof” 

Approximately 450 Camp 
Lejeune and New River fami¬ 
lies in Atlantic Marine Corps 
Communities privatized housing 
needed to be relocated to other 
homes within the Camp Lejeune 
complex, according to Nat Fahy, 
director for Communications 
Strategy and Operations for Camp 
Lejeune and Marine Corps Air 
Station New River. Some of these 
residents were moved to Lincoln 
privatized homes, which make up 
about 560 of the 5,200 homes at 
Camp Lejeune. About 100 fami¬ 
lies originally in AMCC housing 
chose to live off base instead. 

AMCC officials would not an¬ 
swer questions from The Daily 
News regarding the repair time¬ 
line for MCI East housing, what 
affected families should do for 
housing in the meantime and re¬ 
pair progress. 

As the repairs continue, hous¬ 
ing on base has become a rare 
commodity. 

“While we are continuing to 
accept applications, AMCC is not 
offering homes to inbound fami¬ 
lies,” Fahy wrote in a message to 
The Daily News. “We understand 
they are hoping to begin opening 
up select neighborhoods possibly 
this spring.” 

Brig. Gen. Benjamin Watson 
addressed Camp Lejeune fami- 



Ginnie LEE/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 

A collage displayed inside a home on Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C., last week shows the 
repair progress after Hurricane Florence damaged the home in September. Thousands of homes that 
house members of the military community in the area have not been repaired. 


lies in a video press release on 
Wednesday, urging those with 
damaged homes to contact AMCC 
and schedule appointments to 
meet with AMCC personnel and 
the contractor to talk about the 
damage, when it will be fixed and 
if they will need to move. 

He also said the families may 
be eligible for a $250 monthly re¬ 
bate from AMCC if the home was 
deemed a Category 2 or 3 with 
interior damage that makes part 
of the home unusable. If a family 
thinks they qualify but are not yet 
receiving the rebate, they should 
also contact AMCC. 

As a result of a housing short¬ 
age in the area following Flor¬ 
ence, servicemembers stationed 


at Camp Lejeune, New River and 
Cherry Point have received an in¬ 
crease in the Basic Allowance for 
Housing for 2019. 

Camp Lejeune and New River 
received an 8.4 percent increase 
and Cherry Point a 9.9 percent 
increase. The increases took ef¬ 
fect Jan. 1, according to informa¬ 
tion from Manpower and Reserve 
Affairs. 

M&RA spokesman M^. Craig 
Thomas said the Department of 
Defense sets the housing allow¬ 
ance after yearly assessments 
that may increase or decrease 
rates for different areas. The 2019 
increase follows a special assess¬ 
ment and site visit commissioned 
by the Office of the Secretary of 


Defense following the hurricane. 

“Marine Corps Installations 
East leaders, after Hurricane 
Florence, communicated up the 
chain of command concerns 
(about rising rent rates) and said, 
Tf there is anything you can do to 
help, we’d appreciate it,’ ” Thomas 
said. 

Thomas said his department 
understands the concerns about 
the housing shortage and rising 
prices for rent and is able to ask 
DOD for a special assessment. A 
site visit was done in November 
and it was found a BAH increase 
was warranted, he said. 

BAH varies by areas and is 
based on other factors, such as 
rank, Thomas said. 
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China tests 'Guam killer' ballistic missile 



Screenshot from CCTV 


This image from a video broadcast by the state-run China Central 
Television shows the Chinese military test-firing a DF-26 anti-ship 
missile during a recent exercise in northwest China. 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

China has test-fired its so-called 
“Guam killer” ballistic missile, 
claiming the weapon could strike 
a moving aircraft carrier, accord¬ 
ing to a report by the state-run 
Global Times tabloid. 

China Central Television on 
Thursday broadcast footage of 
the Chinese military launching 
a pair of DF-26 anti-ship mis¬ 
siles during a live-fire exercise in 
northwest China, according to a 
Sunday report by the newspaper. 

The missile can carry conven¬ 
tional and nuclear warheads, and 
is capable of “both rapid nuclear 
counterstrikes and conventional 
medium- and long-range preci¬ 
sion strikes,” Chinese Defense 
Ministry spokesman Senior Col. 
Wi Qian said at an April press 
conference, according to an of¬ 
ficial English translation of the 
transcript. 

The missile has a “double-cone 
structure with four finlike flight 


control surfaces symmetrically 
built around the base” meant to 
help control the weapon’s tr^ec- 
tory, the Global Times report 
said. 


Chinese military experts say 
the missile’s design allows “in¬ 
creased targeting capability, 
speed and stealth,” according to 
the newspaper. 


The report, which attributed its 
information to unnamed experts, 
said the demonstration disproved 
doubts raised by Western media 
about whether the DF-26 can hit a 
moving target. 

However, the 40-second video 
did not show the missiles strik¬ 
ing a target. It depicted only a 
crew from the People’s Libera¬ 
tion Army Rocket Force launch¬ 
ing the rockets, which lifted off 
from mobile launchers, billowing 
black smoke and scattering rocks 
and other debris as they rose into 
the sky. 

Analysts gave the DF-26 its 
foreboding “Guam Killer” nick¬ 
name for its ability to strike tar¬ 
gets 3,400 miles away, which is 
within range of Andersen Air 
Force Base. 

China mobilized the missile 
after the USS McCampbell de¬ 
stroyer sailed near the Paracel Is¬ 
lands in a freedom-of-navigation 
exercise on Jan. 7. The Paracels 
are claimed by China; however, 
that claim is not recognized by 


international law. 

The Thursday CCTV report 
came the same day the United 
States sent the McCampbell and 
fleet replenishment oiler USNS 
Walter S. Diehl through the Tai¬ 
wan Strait on a freedom-of-navi- 
gation operation. 

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. 
John Richardson has said China 
should not consider such actions 
provocative, but Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chu- 
nying on Friday used an analogy 
to explain Beijing’s discomfort 
with the passage. 

“Suppose that a family has 
two courtyards ... divided by a 
passage which could be used by 
passersby to come through for 
convenience’s sake,” Hua said in 
an official translation of her Fri¬ 
day press conference. “If there 
is someone who frequents this 
passage just to issue provocative 
words or make provocative moves 
... then how would you feel?” 

doornbos.caitlin(I)stripes.com 
Twitter: (aCaitlinDoornbos 


Marines use 3D printers to revolutionize fighter jet repairs 


By James Bolinger 
Stars and Stripes 

MARINE CORPS AIR STA¬ 
TION IWAKUNI, Japan — Using 
3D printers. Marines based in 
southern Japan created two prod¬ 
ucts that reduce the time it takes 
to repair F/A-18 Hornets and may 
save the Defense Department 
money. 

Called an engine ship kit, the 
first innovation is a set of plas¬ 
tic clips and plugs to prevent oil 
and hydraulic fluid leaking from 
aircraft engines removed for 
repairs. The other is a tool that 
helps maintainers grease the 
bearings on the F/A-18’s high¬ 
speed Gatling gun. 

Designed by Marines from 
MCAS Iwakuni’s Marine Avia¬ 
tion Logistics Squadron 12, the 
engine ship kit will have an im¬ 
mediate impact on operations, 
squadron commander Lt. Col. 
Javier Garcia recently told Stars 
and Stripes. 

The kit eliminates the need for 
maintainers to travel to austere 
locations to drain oil and hydrau¬ 
lic fluids so an engine can be 
taken safely back to Iwakuni for 
repair. 

The plastic drain plugs pre¬ 
vent the fluid from leaking, and 
the clips ensure the plugs are not 
dislodged as the engine is readied 
for transport. 

The kit is the brain child of 1st 
Lt. Simon Miller and Chief War¬ 
rant Officer 3 Mark Willems, who 
needed to get a broken F/A-18 en¬ 
gine from Wake Island to MCAS 
Iwakuni late last year. 

The engine began to leak while 
a C-130 crew tried to load it, Gar¬ 
cia said. In the past, a team of 
maintenance Marines would have 
traveled to the location to prepare 
the engine for safe transport, but 
that takes away from their mis¬ 
sion at MCAS Iwakuni. 




To solve the problem, Willems 
had the idea of creating plugs that 
would stop the leaks. Miller cre¬ 
ated the pieces using 3D drafting 


software and MALS 12’s new 3D 
printers. 

“I’m not really sure why no one 
thought to make this kind of kit 


Above: First Lt. Simon Miller, 
of Marine Aviation Logistics 
Squadron 12 at Marine Corps 
Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, 
demonstrates the installation 
of drain plugs that are part of 
an engine ship kit he designed 
and built using a 3D printer in 
November. 

Left: A pair of 3D-printed clips 
hold a cap onto the engine of an 
F/A-18 Hornet. 

Photos by James BoLiNOER/Stars and 

Stripes 

before, but this design is going to 
have an impact across the Navy 
and Marine Corps,” Garcia said. 

The same team behind the en¬ 
gine ship kit also created a tool 
that makes it easier for main¬ 
tenance Marines to grease the 
bearing on the F-18’s M61A Vul¬ 


can, a Gatling-style rotary can¬ 
non that can fire 6,000 rounds a 
minute. 

The bearing on the cannon 
must be packed with grease every 
30,000 rounds, a job that used 
to take two Marines more than 
30 minutes, said Cpl. Christian 
Smellie, an aviation life-support 
systems technician who works at 
Iwakuni’s 3D printing lab. 

Smellie worked with ordnance 
Marines to design a plastic ring 
that is used to smash thick grease 
into the tightly packed bearing, 
cutting the maintenance time 
down to less than 10 minutes. 

The current design, or “version 
2.0,” is two pieces. A large ring 
holds the bearing in place and a 
smaller ring pushes the grease 
into the space between the ball 
bearings. 

The pieces are printed to tight 
parameters to ensure that the 
compressed grease doesn’t ooze 
out the sides. The tight fit can 
make version 2.0 hard to remove, 
and the team is already working 
on version 3.0, which will have 
a handle to make removing the 
compression ring from the bear¬ 
ing easier. 

The two products are so new 
that Navy Air Systems Com¬ 
mand’s additive manufacturing 
team has not yet figured out how 
to track the possible savings, NA- 
VAIR official Liz McMichael re¬ 
cently told Stars and Stripes in 
a phone interview. NAVAIR is a 
systems command that provides 
material support for aircraft and 
airborne weapon systems in the 
Navy and Marine Corps. 

The bearing packer could have 
impact across the Defense De¬ 
partment once it is complete be¬ 
cause the M61A is used in Navy 
and Marine Corps F/A-18s and 
Air Force F-16s, F-15s and F-22s. 

bolinger.james(i)stripes.com 

Twitter: (I)bolingerj2004 
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'Cuddles for Airmen' 

Website's ludicrous veteran charity ideas 
poke fun at extremely niche nonprofits 



Nick PALMisciANo/Courtesy of Twitter 


A random name generator at everythingforwarriors.org spits out options for naming 
veterans’ nonprofits. Nick Palmisciano, an Army veteran and founder of the military 
T-shirt company Ranger Up, posted his result, Pancakes for Redheaded Veterans. 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

Just in case it seemed that every conceiv¬ 
able military charity niche was filled, a new 
website offers ideas that will hkely raise 
eyebrows, if not funds. 

There’s Water Aerobics for Hipster Vet¬ 
erans, Toothpaste for Rangers and Cheez- 
wiz for American Soldiers, all suggested by 
a random name generator at everythingfor- 
warriors.org. 

The site’s a joke but with a serious point, 
said creator Brian Wilson. It’s a satire on 
the tendency of well-meaning people to fill a 
need in the veteran or military community 
by creating an extremely niche nonprofit, 
the former Army combat medic said. 

The years after 9/11 saw a boom in non¬ 
profits for servicemembers, veterans and 
their families. Some grew rapidly, help¬ 
ing thousands; others have shuttered due 
to poor management. Still others have 
been plagued by scandals or found to be 
scams. There are also many of question¬ 
able value, offering freebies or services of 
dubious worth. 

Wilson, who has benefited from chari¬ 
ties including Wounded Warrior Project 
and The Mission Continues, has seen more 
than his share of both good and bad veter¬ 
ans charity ideas in real life, he said. He’s 
a bit jaded. 

“I’ve worked at nonprofits, helped start 
a nonprofit... but I’m also judgmental,” he 
said. 

The nonprofit-naming site is about 8 
months old, but it languished in relative 


obscurity until he posted the fink on social 
media Sunday, partly to poke fun at for- 
profit businesses that also seem to think 
slapping a mihtary-related brand on some¬ 
thing will lead to guaranteed success. 

A six-year National Guard veteran who 
served in Iraq from 2006 to 2007, Wilson 
now works at Houston-based Combined 
Arms, a nonprofit that refers former ser¬ 
vicemembers to vetted charities or govern¬ 
ment agencies for assistance. There are a 
lot of nonprofits that don’t pass muster to 
earn referrals, he said. 

“There are some 250 places that offer 
help to veterans in Houston alone,” he said. 
“Some have disappeared, some have been 
investigated for fraud, some have succeeded 
and some ... are just there not really mak¬ 
ing an impact.” 

He’s seen veterans and others rush to 
found ill-advised charities, he said. Many 
don’t realize nonprofits are still businesses 
subject to the laws of supply and demand. 

Veterans have come to him saying they 
want to start a nonprofit to help vets find 
work while simultaneously asking for his 
help finding a job. One group raised cash 
for wheelchairs before figuring out which 
veterans, if any, needed wheelchairs. 

It’s common for people to think they 
need to start a nonprofit to make a differ¬ 
ence, said James Schmeling, an Air Force 
veteran who taught entrepreneurship and 
business boot camps to transitioning ser¬ 
vicemembers. Often, it’s not the answer. 

“If what you want to do is do good, figure 
out who’s doing good and support them,” 
said Schmeling, who is executive vice presi¬ 


dent of the nonprofit Student Veterans of 
America. He also helped found the Institute 
for Veterans and Mihtary Famihes at Syra¬ 
cuse University in New York and the Coali¬ 
tion for Veteran Owned Business. 

Passionate about a specific idea? Offer to 
do it for an existing nonprofit rather than 
spawning a new one, Schmeling said. 

Of course, some small ideas grow into 
something more, he said. For example, 
SoldierStrong went from sending socks 
and baby wipes to Marines in Afghanistan 
to providing scholarships, physical reha- 
bihtation and bionic prostheses to disabled 
veterans. 

For Schmeling, Wilson’s site proposed 
a promising new venture: Boxed Wine for 
Admin Clerks. “We have a winner,” Schmel¬ 
ing said on Twitter. 

As veterans have been tweeting out 
screenshots of nonprofit names the site 
suggests, traffic has spiked by 230 percent, 
Wilson said. 

Nick Palmisciano, an Army veteran and 
founder of the military T-shirt company 


Ranger Up, posted his result, “Pancakes 
for Redheaded Veterans.” 

Daniel Riley, an Iraq and Afghanistan 
veteran, got Speed Walking for American 
Sailors. Riley was medically retired from 
the Marine Corps after surviving an im¬ 
provised explosive blast that resulted in the 
amputation of both of his legs. 

The name generator draws from a list 
of about 300 nouns or phrases and pairs 
them with various military terms, with a 
sprinkling of modifiers like a state name or 
adjective, Wilson said. “There’s probably 
thousands of permutations,” he said. 

He and a buddy brainstormed the most 
random things they could come up with. 
What very specific thing aren’t troops get¬ 
ting? Expired prescription drugs. It went on 
the list. 

“That was the fun part of coming up with 
that list,” Wilson said. “Trying to come up 
with the most ludicrous things.” One of his 
favorite results: “Cuddles for Airmen.” 


garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


Pentagon won’t rule out sending US troops to Colombia 


By Lolita C. Baldor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Acting De¬ 
fense Secretary Pat Shanahan 
on Tuesday would not rule out 
sending US. military forces to 
Colombia or the region in con¬ 
nection with the ongoing political 
upheaval in Venezuela. 

Shanahan told reporters that he 
hasn’t spoken to national security 


adviser John Bolton about send¬ 
ing troops to Colombia. 

But he said he wouldn’t com¬ 
ment when asked if he had other 
conversations about such a de¬ 
ployment plan or if he could rule 
it out. 

Bolton had “5,000 troops to Co¬ 
lombia” written on a notepad he 
held during a news conference 
Monday announcing new sanc¬ 
tions on Venezuela. The White 


House, when asked about the 
note, later said in an email that, 
“as the President has said, all op¬ 
tions are on the table.” 

President Donald Trump is 
backing Venezuelan congress 
leader Juan Guaido, who has pro¬ 
claimed himself interim president 
in the opposition’s confrontation 
with President Nicolas Maduro. 
Colombia, which shares a 1,370- 
mile border with Venezuela, is 


also backing Guaido. 

Shanahan noted the steps that 
the State Department and Trea¬ 
sury have taken, which includes 
new sanctions on Venezuela’s 
state-owned oil company. 

“We’re monitoring the situation 
very carefully and we’re watch¬ 
ing and we’re working very much 
in real time,” Shanahan said. 

“The interagency led by the 
National Security Council and 


Ambassador Bolton created a 
number of options. We support 
them with their policy devel¬ 
opment and, as the situation in 
Venezuela evolves, we’re there to 
give them advice and counsel and 
support.” 

Colombia Foreign Minister 
Carlos Holmes said Monday that 
his government does not know 
the “importance and reason” for 
Bolton’s note. 


Police: Texas airman killed in ‘senseless, cowardly’ armed robbery 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

CEDAR PARK, Texas — Three people 
have been arrested in the shooting death 
of an active-duty airman, the Cedar Park 
Police Department announced Monday. 

Police Chief Sean Mannix described the 
“senseless, cowardly actions” that took 
the life of Airman 1st Class Austin Robert 
Burroughs on Jan. 20 as a random armed 
robbery in a safe area of town. 

“His life was taken by a group that ap¬ 
pears to have gone out with the sole pur¬ 
pose of robbing people at gunpoint that 
night,” Mannix said. 

So far, the three are also connected to 
two other armed robberies on Jan. 21 in 
Austin. 

Cornelius Martin, Darius Burdett-Horn- 
sby and Elanna Wilkes, all of Austin, were 


arrested Thursday and Friday and were 
being held in Travis County Jail. They will 
be transported to neighboring Williamson 
County, where Cedar Park is located and 
where all three suspects are charged with 
murder, Mannix said. 

Cedar Park is a northwest suburb of 
Austin with a low violent crime rate. Man¬ 
nix said that in his six years with the po¬ 
lice department, this is the first felony case 
with a death where the individuals did not 
know each other. In 2018, only two homi¬ 
cides were reported, said Alicia Inns, po¬ 
lice department spokeswoman. 

Burroughs, a cryptologic language ana¬ 
lyst, joined the Air Force on May 30, 2017. 
He recently graduated from the Defense 
Language Institute at Presidio, of Mon¬ 
terey, Calif, according to records from 
the Air Force Personnel Center. He was 
on temporary duty as a student with the 


316th Training Squadron at Goodfellow 
Air Force Base near San Angelo, Texas, en 
route to his first duty assignment. 

Burroughs and his wife are from Texas. 
Private services were held in Pflugerville 
over the weekend. 

On Jan. 20, police responded to a call of 
shots fired at 9:15 p.m. at the Lakeline Vil¬ 
las Apartments and found Burroughs, 22, 
dead of a gunshot wound to the neck, Man¬ 
nix said. He was pronounced dead at 9:30 
p.m. 

Burroughs and his wife, who lived at the 
complex, had just arrived there, and he 
was shot as he exited the driver’s side of 
the vehicle, police said in the initial release 
of information following the incident. Man¬ 
nix would not say Monday which suspect is 
believed to have pulled the trigger. 

Video surveillance footage collected 
from a nearby business during the inves¬ 


tigation showed a vehicle registered to 
Wilkes rapidly exiting the parking lot after 
the shooting, police said. The vehicle pre¬ 
viously had been connected to aggravated 
robberies, Mannix said. 

Wilkes and Martin were arrested on 
warrants in a traffic stop in Killeen, Texas, 
on Thursday, and Burdett-Hornsby was ar¬ 
rested on warrants the next day. 

Mannix, who said Burroughs had a 
“promising career in the Air Force,” 
wouldn’t comment on the condition of the 
Burroughs’ family, but he said the county’s 
victims services staff have been in contact 
with them. 

“I’m proud of the collective effort that 
is helping to honor Austin’s memory by 
bringing those believed to be responsible 
to the justice system,” he said. 

thayer.rose@strip'es.c6m 

Twitter: @Rose_Lori 
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Liver: USAF sees highest rate of 
NAFLD, Marine Corps the lowest 



Kyle LAHSEN/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Soldiers from the 65th Military Police Company (Airborne), 503rd Military Police Battalion (Airborne) 
and 16th Military Police Brigade perform a simulation crowd-control exercise with U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection agents at the Nogales-Grand Avenue Port of Entry in Nogales, Ariz., on Dec. 4. 

Border: Lawmakers concerned 
troop readiness is deteriorating 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

through fiscal year 2019 is esti¬ 
mated to reach $448 million. 

About 2,350 active-duty per¬ 
sonnel and about 2,270 National 
Guard members are stationed in 
four states along the border. Both 
are providing various resources 
to Customs and Border Protec¬ 
tion agents through an agreement 
between the departments of De¬ 
fense and Homeland Security and 
are expected to remain through 
the end of the fiscal year. 

At the height of the deployment, 
about 5,900 servicemembers 
were stationed along the border 
in early November, and that num¬ 
ber could rise again. 

Troops have already laid 70 
miles of concertina wire along 
the ports of entry but are now 
being asked to place an additional 
150 miles on existing barriers be¬ 
tween ports of entry in Arizona 
and California. 

Troops also will expand their 
mission into surveillance capabil¬ 
ities, and Gilday said a pilot pro¬ 
gram with Marines out of Camp 


Pendleton, Calif, is underway to 
determine the training required 
for troops to operate mobile sur¬ 
veillance equipment in border 
patrol vehicles and vans. 

Troops will not intervene di¬ 
rectly when illegal border cross¬ 
ings are detected on the new 
mission; instead, they will cue 
Border Patrol agents to intervene, 
he said. This mission will occur in 
Arizona, California, New Mexico 
and Texas. 

But it’s not just the financial 
costs that lawmakers were wor¬ 
ried about — many of them ex¬ 
pressed concerns that troop 
readiness is deteriorating be¬ 
cause of the deployment along the 
southern border. 

“If we’re stressed anywhere, 
it’s rotary wing, just because of 
the demand we have for helicop¬ 
ters in Syria and Iraq and Af¬ 
ghanistan,” Gilday said. “We’ve 
been a bit pinched for helos, if I 
can be honest, but we’re not at the 
point where we’re having signifi¬ 
cant concerns.” 

Otherwise, Gilday said, many 


troops are getting valuable train¬ 
ing, particularly military police. 
Alongside Border Patrol agents, 
they’ve conducted 10 different 
scenarios at night and during the 
day, he said. 

Military police are also autho¬ 
rized to provide protection for 
Border Patrol should agents be 
overwhelmed at the border, Gil¬ 
day said. To combat deterioration 
of readiness and impacts to train¬ 
ing, troops are deploying in rota¬ 
tions of about six to eight weeks, 
he said. 

“We try to make sure that we 
maintain that deploy-to-dwell 
ration in a manageable level be¬ 
cause we may need to call on 
those same forces to deploy on 
another mission,” Gilday said. 
“The border security mission is 
obviously a high priority for the 
administration, so we are balanc¬ 
ing that requirement along with 
Syria, Afghanistan, ongoing com¬ 
mitments in Africa, the western 
Pacific. We’re trying to balance 
all of that.” 

thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“Servicemembers with severe 
NAFLD resulting in impaired 
liver function are unable to per¬ 
form their military duties and are 
disqualified from service,” the 
Defense Health Agency’s Janu¬ 
ary report said. 

The “relatively rare” disorder 
was diagnosed in 19,069 ser¬ 
vicemembers between 2000 and 
2017. However, incidence of the 
disease “increased rapidly,” from 
12.6 cases per 100,000 people in 
2000 to 152.8 per 100,000 people 
in 2017, the study said. 

The Air Force had the highest 
rate, with 99.4 per 100,000 peo¬ 
ple. The Marine Corps has the 
fewest incidences, with a rate of 
32.9 per 100,000. The Army had 
a rate of 79.2 and the Navy 78.6, 
the report said. 

Combat units also had the low¬ 
est number of cases, registering 
52.3 per 100,000. Troops work¬ 
ing in health care had the high¬ 
est rate, with 101.3 per 100,000. 
The high number among medical 
workers could be a function of 
higher awareness and easier ac¬ 
cess to diagnostic health care, the 
report said. 

Overall rates increased with 
advancing age. Within the ranks, 
warrant officers and senior offi¬ 
cers had markedly higher rates 
than junior enlisted servicemem¬ 
bers, the report found. Men were 
diagnosed at more than 1.5 times 
the rate of women. But annual 
rates increased among both sexes 
and all ethnic groups. 

Asian/Pacific Islander and 
Hispanic servicemembers 
showed the greatest increases 
and non-Hispanic black service- 
members showed the smallest 
increase, the report said. Annual 
incidence rates also increased in 
each service during the surveil¬ 
lance period. 

The increases in nonalcoholic 
fatty liver disease could be con¬ 
nected to more clinically over¬ 
weight troops in the ranks, the 
report said. 

However, the increased use 
of abdominal ultrasound testing 
also could be a contributing factor 
in finding more cases, the study 
said. The study did not examine 
the roles of servicemembers’ eat¬ 
ing habits and lifestyles. 

There is no cure for nonalco¬ 
holic fatty liver disease, and treat¬ 
ment is focused on preventing 


99.4 

The number of cases per 
100,000 members of the U.S. 

Air Force who were diagnosed 
with the disease of nonalcoholic 
fatty liver disease between 2000 
and 2017. Among all the ser¬ 
vices, incidence of the disease 
“increased rapidly” during the 
study period, from 12.6 cases 
per 100,000 people in 2000 to 
152.8 per 100,000 in 2017, ac¬ 
cording to the military’s Medical 
Surveillance Monthly Report. 

risk factors. Keeping a healthy 
body weight, plant-based diets 
and exercise are the main modes 
of prevention, according to the 
Mayo Clinic. 

As obesity rates have increased 
in the general population, the 
military, too, has experienced 
higher rates of overweight troops 
in the ranks. 

In 2015, 7.8 percent of active- 
duty servicemembers were con¬ 
sidered overweight, which was a 
73 percent increase from 2011, 
according to a 2016 report by the 
Defense Health Agency. 

In recent years, the military 
has taken various steps to try to 
address the issue, with some ser¬ 
vices expanding healthy food op¬ 
tions at dining facilities. 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
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Navy’s newest destroyer as much experiment as ship-killer 


By Samantha Masunaga 
Los Angeles Times 

SAN DIEGO — With shck sides and sharp 
angles, the USS Michael Monsoor and its sister 
ship, the USS Zumwalt, cut a distinct silhouette 
along the waters of San Diego. 

Unlike a nearby aircraft carrier whose 
radar juts into the air, the Monsoor’s composite 
material deckhouse is polygonal and covered 
with material that can absorb radar waves and 
increase the destroyer’s stealth. Its “tumble- 
home” hull looks like something you’d see on a 
ship built before World War I. 

Make no mistake, the Monsoor is one of the 
U.S. Navy’s most technologically advanced 
ships. But developing that technology was 


more difficult than expected, and its deploy¬ 
ment has been complicated by a strategic pivot 
in the ship’s mission. 

In the end, what was once intended to be a 
class of 32 destroyers will now be only three, at 
a per-ship cost of about $4.4 billion, according 
to a December 2016 estimate by the Govern¬ 
ment Accountabihty Office, the most recent 
cost estimate available. Including development 
costs, that number balloons to $8.2 billion, the 
GAO said. 

The Michael Monsoor was commissioned 
Sunday in San Diego. So now, the first two of 
the three Zumwalt ships have officially entered 
service and both will be in combat trials. The 
third and final ship, the USS Lyndon B. John¬ 
son, is scheduled for christening in late April. 


The Navy had planned to use the Zumwalt- 
class destroyers as replacements for its old Ar- 
leigh Burke-class destroyers, the first of which 
entered service in 1991. The idea was to use 
the Zumwalt ships in near-shore waters to sup¬ 
port ground troops — a mission that reflected 
the anticipation of fights against land and sea 
forces from countries such as North Korea or 
Iran, according to an October Congressional 
Research Service report. 

Instead, the Navy is refocused on planning 
for a more traditional mission: challenging the 
navies of competitors such as China and Rus¬ 
sia. For that reason, and issues with the ships’ 
advanced gun system, the Zumwalt destroyers 
last year were rebranded as ship-killers with 
surface-to-surface cruise missiles. 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


US reports 'agreements in principle' with Taliban 



Rahmat Gul/AP 


Nawid, 21, who was wounded in a Taliban attack, talks to visitors at his home in Kabul, 
A^hanistan, on Tuesday. Kabul residents are wary of peace talks with the Taliban, but 
officials express hope that negotiations could lead to lasting peace in their country. 


By Rahim Faiez 

Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Negotiators for 
the United States and the Taliban insurgents 
have reached “agreements in principle” on 
key issues for a peace deal that would end 
17 years of war in Afghanistan, the top US. 
envoy said Monday. 

The statement by U.S. envoy Zalmay 
Khalilzad followed six days of talks last 
week with the Taliban in Qatar, where he 
urged the insurgents to enter into direct ne¬ 
gotiations with the government of Afghan 
President Ashraf Ghani. 

Ghani on Monday assured Afghans that 
their rights will not be compromised in the 
name of peace with the Taliban, who have 
been staging near-daily attacks against Af¬ 
ghan forces, causing scores of casualties 
every week. Their offensive has not let up 
despite the severe Afghan winter, and the 
insurgents now hold sway over nearly half 
of the country. 

Khalilzad said in an interview with The 
New York Times that an agreement in prin¬ 
ciple was reached with the Taliban on the 
framework of a peace deal “which still has 
to be fleshed out” that will see the insur¬ 
gents commit to guaranteeing that Afghan 
territory is not used as a “platform for in¬ 
ternational terrorist groups or individuals.” 

He said the deal could lead to a full pullout 
of U.S. troops in return for a cease-fire and 
Taliban talks with the Afghan government. 

In his statement released by the U.S. Em¬ 
bassy, Khalilzad said, “We made progress 
on vital issues in our discussions and agreed 
to agreements in principle on a couple of 
very important issues. 

“There is a lot more work to be done be¬ 
fore we can say we have succeeded in our 
efforts but I believe for the first time I can 
say that we have made significant prog¬ 
ress,” he said. 

Acting Defense Secretary Patrick Sha¬ 
nahan said he has been briefed on the talks 


and described them as encouraging, but he 
also told reporters that the department has 
not been directed to prepare for a full with¬ 
drawal from Afghanistan. 

Speaking before a meeting at the Penta¬ 
gon with Shanahan, NATO Secretary Gen¬ 
eral Jens Stoltenberg said any discussion 
about the withdrawal of NATO forces from 
Afghanistan would be premature. He said 
Khalilzad had briefed NATO allies on the 
talks weeks ago. 

“We are in Afghanistan to create the con¬ 
ditions for a peaceful negotiated solution,” 
Stoltenberg said. “We will not stay longer 
than necessary, but we will not leave before 


we have a situation that enables us to leave 
or reduce the number of troops without 
jeopardizing the main goal of our presence 
and that is to prevent Afghanistan from be¬ 
coming a safe haven for international ter¬ 
rorists once again.” 

He added that he believes it’s too soon to 
speculate on withdrawal because “what we 
have to do now is to support the efforts to 
try to find a peaceful solution. We strongly 
support those efforts.” 

Ghani sought to assure Afghans that 
no deals would be made without Kabul’s 
awareness and full participation. 

“Our commitment is to provide peace 


and to prevent any possible disaster,” Ghani 
said in an address to the nation. “There are 
values that are not disputable, such as na¬ 
tional unity, national sovereignty and terri¬ 
torial integrity.” 

Ghani’s office said he and Khalilzad met 
late Sunday in Kabul to discuss details from 
the talks. 

Khalilzad’s statement emphasized the 
inclusion of the Afghan government in the 
talks. 

“There is a false narrative that Afghans 
are not included. That is not true. The Af¬ 
ghan voice is there,” he said. “We are work¬ 
ing together to get to a comprehensive 
cease-fire. We are working with the Afghan 
government, with international partners, 
to find implementing mechanisms to reach 
these goals.” 

Khalilzad has met with the Taliban on a 
number of occasions in recent months in 
the latest bid to end America’s longest war. 
The U.S. invaded Afghanistan after the 
Sept. 11,2001, attacks to topple the Taliban, 
who were harboring Osama bin Laden and 
al-Qaida. 

The statement from Ghani’s office also 
claimed that the Taliban demanded from 
Khalilzad the withdrawal of all foreign 
troops from Afghanistan, but that there was 
no agreement on that issue. 

The statement added that Khalilzad has 
no authority to discuss issues such as a fu¬ 
ture Afghan administration but that his goal 
is to facilitate an intra-Afghan dialogue, 
meaning direct talks between the Taliban 
and Kabul. 

Afghan political analyst Waheed Muzhda 
said he believes that Khalilzad and the Tal¬ 
iban have reached agreement on both the 
withdrawal of U.S. forces from Afghanistan 
and a cease-fire deal but that neither side is 
prepared to say so at this point. 

“But peace talks are not possible unless 
both sides first agree on a cease-fire,” Mu¬ 
zhda said. 


Allies question future in Afghanistan 
amid speculation over US drawdown 



Italian soldiers walk around Camp Arena in Afghanistan’s Herat 
province in 2016. Two U.S. NATO allies in Afghanistan — Italy and 
Germany — are questioning their future presence in the country 
following reports of a potential drawdown of American forces. 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 
Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — A 
mgjor U.S. ally contributing large 
numbers of troops to the war in 
Afghanistan is questioning its 
presence in the country, a move 
that could stir debate among 
NATO members amid reports of 
a U.S. troop drawdown. 

Italy is considering pulling 
troops out of Afghanistan within a 
year, according to a report by Re¬ 
uters, which quoted an unnamed 
senior Italian Defense Ministry 
source. 

The source told a group of re¬ 
porters that Defense Minister 
Elisabetta Trenta asked military 
leaders to start initial planning for 
a full withdrawal, and that “the 
time frame could be 12 months,” 
although a final decision hasn’t 
been made, Reuters said. 

With nearly 900 soldiers in 
Afghanistan, Italy is one of the 
largest contributors to the in¬ 
ternational coalition. It leads 
NATO’s operations in the west of 
the country. 

In Germany, whose 1,300 
troops form the largest national 
contingent after the U.S., an op¬ 
position lawmaker has called for 


a withdrawal plan for their forces. 
Germany leads coalition opera¬ 
tions in northern Afghanistan. 

The considerations are com¬ 
ing following U.S. enjoy Zalmay 
Khalilzad’s announcement of an 
agreement in principle between 
the U.S. and the Taliban on a 
peace deal that would include the 
withdrawal of U.S. troops and a 
pledge by the Taliban not to har¬ 
bor terrorist groups. 

The Afghan government has not 
yet been included in the talks and 
many details must still be worked 
out, but further U.S.-Taliban talks 
are scheduled for Feb. 25. 

“We are in a hurry for the 
sake of the Afghan people to end 
the violence as soon as we can,” 
Khalilzad told reporters in Kabul 
on Monday. “We cannot leave 
the situation in a state of uncer¬ 
tainty. We need to complete the 
process.” 

The German government has 
not publicly called for a withdraw¬ 
al plan in recent days, though 
Defense Minister Ursula von der 
Leyen said in January that when 
the U.S. finishes its Afghanistan 
mission, German troops would 
also withdraw. 

Germany’s parliament has 
until the end of March to decide 


whether to extend its mission in 
Afghanistan. 

“If the Americans reduce the 
number of their soldiers, this will 
definitely be a different mission 
(for the German military),” par¬ 
liamentarian Bijan Djir-Sarais, of 
the Free Democratic Party, told 
the German magazine Der Spie¬ 
gel in a story published Monday. 
“The government and the army, 
therefore, need an exit strategy.” 

The Free Democrats are not 
currently part of the government 
but have participated in prior co¬ 
alitions headed by Chancellor An¬ 
gela Merkel. The party has long 
voted to continue Afghanistan op¬ 
erations, but that could change if 
the U.S. draws down. 

“If the German government 
does not find answers to the new 
situation, I cannot recommend 
to my party to approve the man¬ 
date,” said Djir-Sarais, who ad¬ 
vises his party on foreign affairs. 

Coalition concerns over the fu¬ 
ture presence of U.S. forces in Af¬ 
ghanistan rose last month when 
it was reported that President 
Donald Trump was considering 
cutting the number of American 
troops in Afghanistan by about 
half. Those purported plans ap¬ 
pear to be on hold while discus¬ 


sions with the Taliban proceed. 

The Defense Department has 
not been ordered to prepare for 
a full withdrawal from Afghani¬ 
stan, acting Defense Secretary 
Patrick Shanahan said Monday at 
the Pentagon, where he met with 
NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg. Shanahan declined 
to provide any other details about 
a potential drawdown. 

Stoltenberg expressed support 
on Monday for the ongoing peace 
discussions, which are aimed at 
getting the Taliban to negotiate 


Phillip Walter WELLMAN/Stars and Stripes 


directly with the Afghan govern¬ 
ment. But he said any discus¬ 
sion of coalition troops pulling 
out of Afghanistan would be 
premature. 

The first NATO forces arrived 
in Afghanistan in 2001. At the 
height of the war in 2010, almost 
140,000 troops — about two- 
thirds of them Americans — were 
deployed to the country. 

Marcus Kloeckner contributed to this 
report. 

weliman.phillip@stripes.com 
Twitter: ©pwweilman 
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Vice Adm. Dave Kriete, deputy commander of U.S. Strategic Command, speaks inside the CSR Battle Deck at STRATCOM's new 
Command and Control Facility on Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. All staff will be on site by the end of the year, officials say. 


STRATCOM facility to open this year 



This guard station is for the facility’s Global Operations Center. 


Associated Press 

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. — A 
new $1.3 billion military facility that will 
serve as the country’s military command 
headquarters during national emergencies 
will soon open at Offutt Air Force Base 
near Omaha. 

The first of more than 3,500 employees 
will begin moving into U.S. Strategic Com¬ 
mand’s new Command and Control Facil¬ 
ity in the spring. The Omaha World-Herald 
reported. 

The 916,000-square-foot facility will 
replace STRATCOM’s current headquar¬ 
ters in the Gen. Curtis E. LeMay Building, 
which was constructed in 1957. 

“The construction of the (Command 
and Control Facility) is historic,” said Vice 
Adm. David Kriete, STRATCOM’s deputy 
commander. “It marks the transition from 
the old to the new.” 

The facility is “a national asset” de¬ 
signed to serve as the nation’s military 
command headquarters, even during a 
national emergency such as a nuclear war, 
Kriete said. 

“We firmly believe a nuclear war should 
never be fought,” Kriete said. “But we want 
the good guys to know, and the bad guys to 
know; we’re really good at it.” 

The project is in its second phase, which 
focuses on installing technology in the fa¬ 
cility, Kriete said. The headquarters will 


have oversight of the nation’s space forces, 
missile defense, electronic warfare and 
nuclear arsenal. 

Work on the project began in October 
2012. The project has seen many setbacks, 
including flooding problems, persistent 
mold, a fire and a tornado. 

“There’s been some minor glitches,” 


Kriete said. “Nothing that has substantial¬ 
ly set us back.” 

STRATCOM plans to move all staff into 
the new headquarters by the end of the 
year, he said. 

“I’m very optimistic,” Kriete said. “We’re 
not going to move the command over until 
(the building) is mission-ready.” 


Syria shells rebel holdout, killing at least 10 


Associated Press 

BEIRUT — Syrian government forces 
shelled a northwestern town held by al- 
Qaida-linked militants Tuesday, killing at 
least 10 people, in the most intense bom¬ 
bardment of the area since a Russian- 
Turkish truce was brokered four months 
ago, opposition activists said. 

Maaret al-Numan is in Idlib province. 


the last m^or rebel stronghold in the coun¬ 
try. Government shelling has been inten¬ 
sifying since al-Qaida-linked Hayat Tahrir 
al-Sham wrested control of the area from 
rival rebel groups earlier this month. 

The Britain-based Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights, a group monitoring the 
war, said 11 people were killed, including 
a child and woman. It said others were 


wounded, with some in critical condition. 

Earlier Tuesday, a woman wearing an 
explosive belt blew herself up outside a 
civil administration office run by HTS in 
the provincial capital, also called Idlib. 
Opposition activists said the blast killed at 
least one person in addition to the attack¬ 
er. It was the latest in a series of attacks 
blamed on sleeper cells of Islamic State. 


US Intel: 
N. Korea 
won't give 
up nukes 

By Robert Burns 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — In an assessment 
casting doubt on President Donald Trump’s 
goal of a nuclear-disarmed North Korea, 
U.S. intelligence agencies told Congress on 
Tuesday that the North is unlikely to en¬ 
tirely dismantle its nuclear arsenal. 

Director of National Intelligence Dan 
Coats, in testimony before the Senate In¬ 
telligence Committee, noted that North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un has expressed 
support for ridding the Korean Peninsula 
of nuclear weapons and has not recently 
test-fired a nuclear-capable missile or con¬ 
ducted a nuclear test. 

“Having said that, we currently assess 
that North Korea will seek to retain its 
WMD (weapons of mass destruction) ca¬ 
pabilities and is unlikely to completely give 
up its nuclear weapons and production ca¬ 
pability because its leaders ultimately view 
nuclear weapons as critical to regime sur¬ 
vival,” Coats said in an opening statement. 

“Our assessment is bolstered by our ob¬ 
servations of some activity that is inconsis¬ 
tent with full denuclearization,” he added, 
without details. 

This skepticism about North Korea is 
consistent with the intelligence agencies’ 
views over many years and runs counter 
to Trump’s assertion after his 2018 Singa¬ 
pore summit with Kim that North Korea 
no longer poses a nuclear threat. Plans 
for a follow-up summit are in the works 
but no agenda, venue or date have been 
announced. 

More broadly, the intelligence report 
on which Coats based his testimony pre¬ 
dicted that security threats to the United 
States and its allies this year will expand 
and diversify, driven in part by China and 
Russia. It says Moscow and Beijing are 
more aligned than at any other point since 
the mid-1950s and their global influence is 
rising. 

Coats told the committee that Russia and 
perhaps other countries are likely to at¬ 
tempt to use social media and other means 
to influence the 2020 U.S. presidential 
election. 

“Our adversaries and strategic competi¬ 
tors probably already are looking to the 
2020 U.S. elections as an opportunity to ad¬ 
vance their interests,” the intelligence re¬ 
port said. “We expect our adversaries and 
strategic competitors to refine their capa¬ 
bilities and add new tactics as they learn 
from each other’s experiences, suggesting 
the threat landscape could look very dif¬ 
ferent in 2020 and future elections. 

“Russia’s social media efforts will con¬ 
tinue to focus on aggravating social and 
racial tensions, undermining trust in au¬ 
thorities, and criticizing perceived anti- 
Russia politicians,” it said. “Moscow may 
employ additional influence toolkits—such 
as spreading disinformation, conducting 
hack-and-leak operations, or manipulating 
data — in a more targeted fashion to influ¬ 
ence US policy, actions, and elections.” 
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Trump, Pelosi set State of Union for Feb. 5 


By Laurie Kellman 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump on Monday ac¬ 
cepted House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi’s invitation to deliver his 
State of the Union speech on Feb. 
5, a week later than originally 
scheduled because of the partial 
government shutdown. 

“It is my great honor to accept,” 
Trump said in a letter to Pelosi. 
“We have a great story to tell and 
yet, great goals to achieve!” 

The speech had initially been 


scheduled for Tuesday, but Pelosi 
postponed it amid what turned 
into a 35-day partial government 
shutdown over Trump’s demand 
for border wall funding. It was 
the first known time that a speak¬ 
er had rescinded an invitation to 
deliver the State of the Union. 

“When I wrote to you on Janu¬ 
ary 23rd, I stated that we should 
work together to find a mutu¬ 
ally agreeable date when govern¬ 
ment has reopened to schedule 
this year’s State of the Union 
address,” Pelosi wrote. “In our 
conversation today, we agreed on 
February 5th. 


“Therefore,” she continued, “I 
invite you to deliver your State of 
the Union address before a Joint 
Session of Congress on February 
5, 2019, in the House Chamber.” 

Pelosi’s office and the White 
House told The Associated 
Press that the House speaker 
and president had spoken by 
phone Monday afternoon. A Pe¬ 
losi spokesman said she placed 
the call at 3:55 p.m. and it lasted 
about 12 minutes. 

The House and Senate still 
must pass a resolution officially 
inviting Trump to speak to a joint 
session of Congress. 


Pelosi had postponed the 
speech, first as a “suggestion” 
and later, after Trump declared 
his intent to appear anyway, as 
a formal rescission. The presi¬ 
dent then refused to allow her to 
lead a delegation overseas on the 
military jets he commands. The 
president said he was considering 
an “alternative” plan. 

Finally, last Friday, Trump ca¬ 
pitulated. All sides agreed to fund 
the government through Feb. 15 
to give negotiators time to discuss 
border security. And on Monday, 
Pelosi confirmed the State of 


the Union was back on — on her 
schedule. 

The Constitution states only 
that the president “shall from 
time to time give to the Congress 
Information of the State of the 
Union,” meaning the president 
can speak anywhere he chooses 
or give his update in writing. 

But a joint address in the House 
chamber in front of lawmakers 
from both parties, the Supreme 
Court justices and invited guests 
provides the kind of grand back¬ 
drop that is hard to mimic and 
that this president, especially, 
enjoys. 


Whitaker: Russia probe 
is ‘close’ to completion 


By Michael Balsamo 
AND Chad Day 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The special 
counsel’s Russia probe is “close 
to being completed,” the acting 
attorney general said in the first 
official sign that the investigation 
may be wrapping up. 

Acting Attorney General Mat¬ 
thew Whitaker’s comments Mon¬ 
day were a departure for the 
Justice Department, which rare¬ 
ly comments on the state of the 
investigation into whether Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s campaign 
coordinated with Russia during 
the 2016 presidential election. 

“The investigation is, I think, 
close to being completed,” Whita¬ 
ker said Monday at the end of an 
unrelated news conference in 
Washington. He said he had been 
“fully briefed” on the probe. 

Whitaker did not elaborate or 
give any timetable for the end 
of a nearly two-year investiga¬ 
tion that has shadowed Trump’s 
presidency. 

So far, special counsel Robert 
Mueller has charged 34 people, 
including several close to the 
president. But he has yet to ac¬ 
cuse anyone close to the Trump 
campaign of conspiring with the 
Kremlin to hurt Democrat Hill¬ 
ary Clinton and help Trump win 
the election. 

Whitaker, who is seen as a 
Trump ally, took over the Justice 
Department — and oversight of 
the Mueller probe — after Jeff 
Sessions resigned as attorney 
general in November at Trump’s 
request. 

Whitaker has drawn criticism 
for not recusing himself from the 
Russia investigation, even though 
he has publicly criticized it in the 
past. A top Justice Department 
ethics official advised him to step 
aside out of an “abundance of 
caution” but Whitaker declined 
to do so. 

According to Justice Depart¬ 
ment regulations, Mueller has to 
provide a report to the attorney 
general at the conclusion of his 
investigation laying out his pros¬ 
ecution decisions. 



But it’s unclear what form the 
report will take or whether it will 
be released publicly. 

Depending on when Mueller 
wraps up, the report may not go 
to Whitaker. Trump has nominat¬ 
ed William Barr to serve as the 
next attorney general. His con¬ 
firmation hearing was held this 
month and he’s awaiting a vote in 
the Senate. 

Barr told the Senate Judiciary 
Committee earlier this month 
that he wants to release as much 
information as possible about 
Mueller’s findings but he has 
hedged on specifics. 

Trump has slammed the Rus¬ 
sia investigation as a “witch hunt” 
and says 

I there was no 
collusion. 

The evi¬ 
dence so far 
shows that a 
broad range 
of Trump 
associates 
had Russia- 
related con¬ 
tacts during 
the 2016 
presiden¬ 
tial campaign and transition pe¬ 
riod, and several lied about the 
communication. 

Those contacts, according to 
Mueller’s indictments and US. 
intelligence agencies, occurred 
while the Russian government 
carried out a multifaceted effort 
to influence the 2016 presidential 
campaign and attempt to sway it 
Trump’s way. 

On Friday, longtime Trump 
confidante Roger Stone became 
the sixth Trump associate to be 
charged by Mueller. 

The others are Trump’s for¬ 
mer national security adviser, his 
campaign chairman, his former 
personal lawyer and two other 
campaign aides. 

Also Monday, a judge delayed 
the sentencing of Trump’s for¬ 
mer campaign chairman, Paul 
Manafort, in Virginia after he 
was convicted of eight financial 
crimes last year. 

The sentencing is being delayed 
as a judge in Washington decides 
whether Manafort intentionally 
lied to investigators. 


Whitaker 



Andrew Harnik/AP 

Roger Stone, a former campaign adviser for President Donald Trump, arrives at federal court Tuesday. 


Trump adviser Stone pleads not guilty 


By Eric Tucker 
AND Chad Day 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON—Roger Stone, 
a longtime adviser and confidant 
of President Donald Trump, plead¬ 
ed not guilty Tuesday to charges 
in the Russia investigation after 
a publicity-filled few days spent 
torching the probe as politically 
motivated. 

The political operative and self- 
proclaimed dirty trickster was 
uncharacteristically silent during 
his brief appearance at the fed¬ 
eral courthouse in Washington. 
He faces charges that he lied to 
lawmakers, engaged in witness 
tampering and obstructed a con¬ 
gressional investigation into pos¬ 
sible coordination between Russia 
and Trump’s 2016 presidential 
campaign. 

Stone made no public state¬ 
ments as he arrived, and he 
departed the hearing without 
speaking to reporters. He waved 
to a small crowd of supporters 
who were chanting that he did 
nothing wrong and holding up 
glowing photos of him. He largely 
ignored a group of protesters yell¬ 
ing, “Lock him up!” and carrying 
signs reading “dirty traitor.” 

Stone was arrested last week at 


his Florida home and appeared 
Tuesday in federal court amid 
new signals about special counsel 
Robert Mueller probe’s endgame. 
Acting Attorney General Mat¬ 
thew Whitaker said Monday that 
the investigation is “close to being 
completed,” although an exact 
timetable is unclear. 

Mueller continues to be inter¬ 
ested in hearing from Stone aide 
Andrew Miller, who is fighting a 
grand jury subpoena, indicating 
the special counsel could be pur¬ 
suing additional criminal charges 
against Stone or others related to 
WikiLeaks’ release of hacked ma¬ 
terial during the 2016 election. 

During the hearing Tuesday, 
Stone spoke only once, rising to 
his feet to say, “Yes, Your Honor,” 
as US. Magistrate Judge Deborah 
Robinson asked if he would agree 
to the conditions of his release, in¬ 
cluding restricted travel. Stone at¬ 
torney Robert Buschel entered the 
plea on his chent’s behalf 

Mueller’s team and lawyers 
with the US. attorney’s office for 
the District of Columbia are joint¬ 
ly prosecuting the case against 
Stone. They did not push for Stone 
to be jailed or for Robinson to im¬ 
pose a gag order in the case. 

Stone, who is scheduled to ap¬ 


pear again in court on Friday, is 
the sixth Trump aide charged in 
Mueller’s investigation. 

The indictment does not accuse 
Stone of coordinating with Russia 
or with WikiLeaks on the release 
of hacked Democratic emails. But 
it does allege that he misled law¬ 
makers about his pursuit of those 
communications and interest in 
them. The anti-secrecy website 
published emails in the weeks be¬ 
fore the 2016 presidential election 
that the US. says were stolen from 
Democrats by Russian operatives. 

Stone, who has alleged without 
evidence that the FBI used “Ge¬ 
stapo tactics” in arresting him, has 
said he did nothing more than ex¬ 
ercise his First Amendment rights 
to drum up interest with voters 
about the WikiLeaks disclosures. 
He has also denied discussing the 
issue with Trump. 

“That’s what I engaged in. It’s 
called politics, and they haven’t 
criminalized it, at least not yet,” 
Stone said Sunday on ABC’s “This 
Week.” “All I did was take pubhcly 
available information and try to 
hype it to get it as much attention 
as possible because I had a tip the 
information was politically sig¬ 
nificant and that it would come in 
October.” 
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A sign prohibiting all children under 12 and unvaccinated adults 
stands at the entrance to PeaceHealth Southwest Medical Center in 
Vancouver, Wash. 

Officials urge vaccinations 
amid NW measles outbreak 


By Gillian Flaccus 
Associated Press 

VANCOUVER, Wash. — Pub¬ 
lic health officials scrambling to 
contain a measles outbreak in the 
US. Northwest warned people to 
vaccinate their children Monday 
and worried that it could take 
months to contain the highly 
contagious viral illness due to a 
lower-than-normal vaccination 
rate at the epicenter of the crisis. 

The outbreak near Portland, 
Ore., has sickened 35 people in 
Oregon and Washington since 
Jan. 1, with 11 more cases sus¬ 
pected. Most of the patients are 
children under 10, and one child 
has been hospitalized. 

Health officials say the out¬ 
break is a textbook example 
of why it’s critical to vaccinate 
against measles, which was eradi¬ 
cated in the US. after the vaccine 
was introduced in 1963. In recent 
years, however, the viral illness 
has popped up again from New 
York to California and sickened 
hundreds. 

Clark County, Wash., has a 
vaccination rate of 78 percent, 
well below the level necessary to 
protect those with compromised 
immune systems or who can’t 
get vaccinated because of medi¬ 
cal issues or because they are too 
young. 

Misinformation is circulating 
on social media, said Dr. Alan 
Melnick, Clark County public 
health director. 

“What keeps me up at night is 
eventually having a child die from 
this completely preventable situa¬ 
tion,” he said. “It’s still out there, 
even though it’s been debunked, 
that the measles vaccine results 


in autism. That’s nonsense.” 

Before mass vaccination, 400 
to 500 people in the United States 
died of the measles every year, 
50,000 people were hospitalized 
and 4,000 people developed brain 
swelling that can cause deafness, 
Melnick said. One to three cases 
out of every 1,000 are fatal, he 
said. 

People may have been exposed 
to the disease at about four dozen 
locations, including Portland In¬ 
ternational Airport and a Port¬ 
land Trail Blazers game, officials 
said. 

They announced Monday that 
others could have been infected 
at the popular Oregon Museum 
of Science & Industry in Port¬ 
land and a Walmart Supercenter 
in the bedroom community of 
Vancouver. 

Thirty-one of the confirmed 
patients had not been vaccinated 
against measles. The vaccination 
status of four others who were in¬ 
fected is unknown. 

The vaccine has been part of 
routine childhood shots for de¬ 
cades, and measles was declared 
eliminated in the US. in 2000. 
But measles is still a big prob¬ 
lem in other parts of the world, 
and travelers infected abroad can 
bring the virus back and spread 
it, causing periodic outbreaks. 

Last year, there were 17 out¬ 
breaks and about 350 cases of 
measles in the US. 

Officials still are not sure 
where the Northwest outbreak 
began. The first known patient 
sought medical care on Dec. 31, 
but it isn’t known if other people 
may have gotten sick before that 
and did not seek treatment. 


Car slams into Honolulu 
intersection; 3 killed 

HONOLULU — Pohce said a 
suspected drunk driver in a pickup 
slammed into a crowded Honolulu 
intersection, killing two pedestri¬ 
ans and a bicyclist and injuring 
five people, including himself 

Alcohol and speed may have 
played a role in the crash shortly 
before 6:30 p.m. Monday in the 
Kakaako neighborhood, accord¬ 
ing to authorities. 

Lt. James Slayter told the Star 
Advertiser that the truck had hit 


other cars several blocks away 
and then sped across three lanes 
of traffic in an attempt to turn onto 
Kamakee Street. 

He said the truck drove over an 
island and knocked over a light 
pole where the pedestrians and 
bicyclist were waiting. He also 
plowed into another pickup truck. 

The two truck drivers were 
hospitahzed in serious condition. 
Two pedestrians were in critical 
condition, and one was in good 
condition. 

From The Associated Press 


Wilkie predicts controversy 
over new health care rules 


Most Americans can already choose the health 
care providers that they trust, and President 
(Donald) Trump promised that veterans would 
be able to do the same, f 

Robert Wilkie 

Department of Veterans Affairs secretary 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Depart¬ 
ment of Veterans Affairs Secre¬ 
tary Robert Wilkie announced 
Monday that he will unveil new 
rules stipulating when veterans 
will be allowed to access private- 
sector medical care — a plan that 
he said would “revolutionize” the 
VA health system. 

The change is part of the VA 
Mission Act, a m^jor reform bill 
that President Donald Trump has 
lauded as a means to give veter¬ 
ans more choice about where to 
receive health care. 

The law instructs the VA sec¬ 
retary to create the new rules 
for private-sector care, with the 
potential to shift billions of dol¬ 
lars for veterans’ care to private 
medical facilities. 

Wilkie on Monday warned 
ahead of the public release of the 
rules, scheduled for this week, 
that they would likely spark 
controversy. 

“Although these new standards 
represent an important win for 
America’s veterans, they will not 
be without controversy,” Wilkie 
said in a statement. “Some will 
claim falsely and predictably that 
they represent a first step toward 
privatizing the department.” 

The Mission Act was a biparti¬ 
san compromise passed last year 
with the support of mgjor veterans 


organizations. Since then. Demo¬ 
cratic and Republican lawmakers 
have spoken out about what they 
viewed as a lack of transparency 
from the VA regarding the new 
access rules. Veterans groups 
said they were concerned about 
the lack of collaboration. 

On Jan. 23, Disabled American 
Veterans, Paralyzed Veterans 
of America and the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars gathered on Capitol 
Hill to discuss their 2019 policy 
priorities. Their one “critical” 
issue was to ensure the VA “fully 
and faithfully” implements the 
Mission Act. 

“How these standards are set, 
how wide an aperture of choice, 
will have a critical impact on the 
costs of the new veterans’ com¬ 
munity care program and, there¬ 
fore — with limited resources 
— whether there’s an impact on 
VA care,” said Peter Dickinson, 
senior executive adviser with 
DAV. “This is a critical time.” 

One of the key principles that 


the groups are pushing for is to 
ensure the VA remains the coor¬ 
dinator of veterans’ care rather 
than allowing veterans unfettered 
access to the private sector — a 
move they worry could strip re¬ 
sources from the VA health care 
system. 

Though Wilkie didn’t provide 
details Monday, he said: “With 
VA’s new access standards, the 
future of the VA health care sys¬ 
tem will lie in the hands of veter¬ 
ans — exactly where it should be. 

“Most Americans can already 
choose the health care provid¬ 
ers that they trust, and President 
Trump promised that veterans 
would be able to do the same,” he 
added. 

In his statement, Wilkie at¬ 
tempted to alleviate concerns 
about privatization, insisting vet¬ 
erans would continue to choose 
VA health care when afforded 
other options. 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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Trump has reasons to avoid 2nd shutdown 



Matt Slocum/AP 


This demonstrator’s sign, at a rally by federal workers in Philadelphia before the partial 
government shutdown ended Friday, indicates she blames President Donald Trump. 


By Andrew Taylor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump learned over the past month a valu¬ 
able Washington lesson that old-timers like 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senate 
M^ority Leader Mitch McConnell learned 
long ago: Shutdowns never work. 

After beating a retreat and agreeing 
last week to end the shutdown on Pelosi’s 
terms — with no money for his oft-prom¬ 
ised U.S.-Mexico border 
ANAIYSIS difficult to 

imagine Trump getting 
anywhere near his $5.7 
billion demand for wall funding in an up¬ 
coming round of negotiations. And it would 
seem unlikely that Trump would attempt 
another shutdown strategy after the last 
one blew up in his face. Capitol Hill Repub¬ 
licans, especially in the Senate, have little 
appetite for a reprise. 

With the government funded for three 
weeks, it’s up to a group of House and Sen¬ 
ate negotiators from the powerful Appro¬ 
priations Committee to try to iron out a 
deal under the close watch of top leaders 
including Pelosi, McConnell and Senate 
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer. Pelosi, 
D-Calif, was a longtime member of the 
panel before rising into leadership, and 
McConnell, R-Ky., still sits on it. Both of 
them know how to cut a deal. 

But the talks, set to begin Wednesday, 
will be centered on the polarizing question 
of what border security projects should be 
funded in a package for Homeland Security. 
For both parties, as well as the hundreds of 
thousands of federal workers who returned 
Monday from unpaid furloughs, there is no 
guarantee of an easy resolution. 

“In the past, when the president has 
stayed out of it, when the president has 
given Congress room, we have been re¬ 
peatedly able to forge bipartisan agree¬ 
ments, including two budget agreements. 
When the president injects maximalist 
partisan demands into the process, negoti¬ 
ations tend to fall apart,” Schumer, D-N.Y., 
said Monday. 

Trump himself is pessimistic about a 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The nation’s immigra¬ 
tion courts were severely backlogged even 
before the government shutdown. Now it 
could take years just to deal with the de¬ 
lays caused by the five-week impasse, at¬ 
torneys say. 

With the shutdown finally over, the 
courts reopened Monday morning to immi¬ 
grants seeking asylum or otherwise trying 
to stave off deportation, and hearings were 
held for the first time since late December. 
Court clerks scrambled to deal with boxes 
and boxes of legal filings that arrived after 
the doors opened. 

More than 86,000 immigration court 
hearings were canceled during the stand¬ 
off, the biggest number in California, fol¬ 
lowed by Texas and New York, according 
to an estimate from the Transactional Re¬ 
cords Access Clearinghouse at Syracuse 
University. It estimates the courts have 
more than 800,000 pending cases overall. 

The shutdown over President Donald 
Trump’s demand for funding for a border 
wall to keep out migrants has only added to 
the delays in the system, where cases can 
already take years to be resolved, said Jen- 


deal and says he likely won’t accept less 
than his $5.7 billion demand. Adding a big¬ 
ger immigration deal such as protection 
for so-called Dreamer immigrants illegal¬ 
ly brought to the US. as children is a long 
shot as well. Trump told The Wall Street 
Journal in an interview Sunday. 

“If everybody could leave the thing to 
the appropriators and let them cut the deal 
... then yeah, you could end this. At this 
point. I’m not confident that that could hap¬ 
pen,” said Hazen Marshall, a lobbyist who 
left McConnell’s staff last month. “I don’t 
think it’s good enough for the president, 
and I think it would remain too much for 
Pelosi.” 

With prospects of a deal so iffy, the White 
House is considering using emergency 
powers to declare a national emergency 
and arbitrarily shift billions of dollars from 
disaster aid or other accounts into border 


nifer Williams, deputy attorney in charge 
of the immigration law unit at Legal Aid in 
New York City. 

“They’re going to be playing catch-up 
for years,” she said. 

The shutdown did not affect hearings for 
immigrants being held in immigration de¬ 
tention. It also had no bearing on applica¬ 
tions for green cards and US. citizenship. 

The cancellations were bad news for the 
many asylum applicants who have been 
waiting years to win approval so they can 
bring loved ones to this country. It could 
be years before they are given new court 
dates, immigration attorneys said. 

But for those with weak asylum cases, 
the canceled hearings could be a good 
thing, enabling them to keep on living in 
the US. and fend off deportation for now. 

A spokeswoman for the Executive Of¬ 
fice for Immigration Review, the part of 
the Justice Department that oversees the 
immigration courts, could not immediately 
say how many hearings were delayed or 
when they would be rescheduled. 

In San Antonio, a long-scheduled asylum 
hearing for a teenager from El Salvador 
was canceled Monday because no Span- 


security. That raises the possibility that 
Trump might sign a catch-all government 
funding bill that shortchanges his wall re¬ 
quest and immediately grab some or all of 
the funding anyway. 

“The best fix is to be able to do it legisla¬ 
tively,” White House press secretary Sarah 
Sanders said Monday. But, she added, “If 
Congress doesn’t do their job, then the 
president will be forced to make up for all 
their shortcomings.” 

While issuing an emergency declaration 
would likely draw pushback from Trump’s 
own party, it would bow to the reality about 
shutdowns: The folks who start them in¬ 
variably lose. 

In the 1990s, Pelosi and McConnell 
watched House Speaker Newt Gingrich 
take a political beating at the hands of 
President Bill Clinton after starting two 
futile shutdowns to try to force Clinton to 



AP 


Legal Aid lawyer Jennifer Williams says 
the recent partial government shutdown 
has added to delays in the immigration 
system. 

ish-language interpreter was available, 
said Guillermo Hernandez, the teen’s at¬ 
torney. The hearing was rescheduled for 
late April. 

“It’s a little bit frustrating because we’re 
trying to bring these cases to a resolution 
and move forward, and now we have to 
fight another day,” Hernandez said. 


balance the budget. Almost two decades 
passed without another shutdown. 

In 2013, GOP conservative hard-liners 
tried a futile shutdown strategy to try to 
“defund” President Barack Obama’s sig¬ 
nature health care law, only to come away 
with nothing. And just last year. Democrats 
were on the losing side when sparking a 
brief shutdown over protecting “Dreamer” 
immigrants — a move easily quashed by 
Trump and McConnell. 

The fundamental flaw in a shutdown 
strategy is simple: It’s usually obvious 
who’s responsible, and that side carries 
less leverage into the fight because the 
public awards them the blame. It’s difficult 
to shift blame when one’s opponent simply 
asks to reopen the government. 

In this case, opinion polls were decisive. 
Only 34 percent of Americans approved of 
Trump’s job performance in a survey re¬ 
leased last week by The Associated Press- 
NORC Center for Public Affairs Research 

— down from 42 percent a month earlier. 

What is also true about shutdowns is that 

the party that is held responsible for start¬ 
ing them tends to become more splintered 
and disunified as time passes. Vice Presi¬ 
dent Mike Pence got an earful at a lunch 
with unhappy Senate Republicans last 
Thursday, and several Republicans split 
from Trump in a vote afterward. 

Pelosi, meanwhile, did what any con¬ 
gressional leader would have done in her 
situation. Seeing public opinion solidly be¬ 
hind Democrats and watching Trump’s ap¬ 
proval rating sink, she held firm, insisting 
that Trump reopen the government before 
having talks about border security. 

Trump could never shake that he had 
sparked the shutdown, so making demands 
while suffering among federal workers 
worsened and problems grew more severe 

— such as Friday’s partial closure of New 
York City’s LaGuardia Airport — eventu¬ 
ally proved unsustainable. 

“I don’t think shutdowns are good lever¬ 
age,” Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., said on 
CNN’s “State of the Union” on Sunday. “It’s 
a lesson I’ve certainly learned in my time 
here.” 

Coast Guard 
food pantry 
remains open 

Associated Press 

NEW LONDON, Conn. — The food pan¬ 
try created at the US. Coast Guard Acad¬ 
emy to help families affected by the partial 
federal government shutdown remains 
open. 

One of the groups responsible for the 
food pantry says on its Facebook page it 
would remain open through Tuesday fol¬ 
lowing the recent decision to reopen the 
government for three weeks. 

The US. Coast Guard’s Southeastern 
Connecticut Chief Petty Officers Asso¬ 
ciation says the pantry is open to any fur¬ 
loughed federal employee. 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Lauren Laughlin, 
an academy spokeswoman, said Monday 
there’s a chance the pantry may remain 
open longer, considering some workers 
haven’t received their back pay. 

She said “people need to catch up” after 
not receiving two paychecks. 

The pantry is still receiving donations, 
including 150 boxes of diapers on Monday. 


Reopened immigration courts 
now face a worsening backlog 
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Mark Mulligan, Houston Chronicle/AP 


Officers gather as Houston Police Chief Art Acevedo comes outside of the emeig;ency department at 
Memorial Hermann Hospital after visiting injured officers in the Texas Medical Center on Monday. 


Shooting that injured 5 officers 
started with warrant attempt 


By Juan A. Lozano 
Associated Press 

HOUSTON — It started as an 
attempt to serve a search warrant 
at a suspected drug house and 
quickly turned into a gunbattle 
that killed two suspects and in¬ 
jured five officers, including four 
who were shot, Houston’s police 
chief said. 

The suspects were killed Mon¬ 
day after firing at narcotics offi¬ 
cers who were trying to enter a 
home on the city’s southeast side 
where authorities allege black tar 
heroin was being sold, Chief Art 
Acevedo said. Four of the officers 
were shot and a fifth suffered a 
knee injury. 

Acevedo said two of the of¬ 
ficers who were shot were hit in 
the neck by gunfire and were in 


critical but stable condition at a 
Houston hospital. 

“We’re hopeful that they will 
recover,” Acevedo said. 

Two other officers, including 
the one who injured a knee, were 
in good condition at the hospi¬ 
tal Monday night. Another of¬ 
ficer who was shot was released 
after being treated for a shoulder 
wound. 

Acevedo didn’t immediately 
have additional information 
about the suspects. The names of 
the injured officers were not im¬ 
mediately released. 

The chief said a group of about 
a dozen officers with the Houston 
Police Department’s narcotics 
unit were attempting to serve the 
warrant when they forced open 
the home’s front door and imme¬ 
diately faced gunfire from one or 


two individuals. He said officers 
had gotten a tip from a neighbor 
that heroin was being sold there. 

“Once the officers breached the 
door and the gunfire began from 
the suspects, one of the suspects 
actually retreated momentarily 
to the back of the room and then 
that suspect came back and again 
engaged the officers in gunfire,” 
Acevedo said. 

It was not immediately known 
how many officers returned fire 
but the two suspects were later 
found dead after SWAT officers 
used two robots to go into the home 
and determine that it was safe to 
enter after the gunfire stopped. 

“This has been a tough day for 
our city,” said Houston Mayor 
Sylvester Turner. “Pray for [the 
injured officers] and pray for 
their families.” 


Salvadoran accused of 4 Nevada 
killings was employed by 2 victims 


Associated Press 

RENO, Nev.—A 19-year-old Salvadoran man sus¬ 
pected of being in the country illegally was charged 
Monday with killing four people in Nevada, includ¬ 
ing a couple who employed him as a landscaper at 
their Reno home where he fatally shot them with a 
gun he stole from them earlier, authorities said. 

Wilber Ernesto Martinez-Guzman told investiga¬ 
tors he used a .22-caliber revolver stolen from the 
property of Gerald David, 81, and Sharon David, 80, 
less than two weeks before he killed them on Jan. 16. 

“The lady was coming out. I got scared and shot 
at her,” Martinez-Guzman is quoted telling a Wash¬ 
oe County detective in an affidavit filed in Reno on 
Monday. 

It alleged that he first broke into “outbuildings” 
or a trailer on the sprawling David property on Jan. 
3 and 4 and made off with a cache of rifles and the 
handgun. 

Martinez-Guzman had worked for a landscaping 
company at the Davids’ property for four months, 
ending last July. It was not immediately clear if the 


job linked him to two women he 
is accused of killing in nearby 
Gardnerville. 

The affidavit was used to 
obtain an arrest warrant for 
Martinez-Guzman, who was 
arrested Jan. 19 in Carson City 
and is jailed there on charges 
that he possessed weapons and 
other items stolen from the Da¬ 
vids and sold jewelry belonging 
to Gerald David and another 
victim. 

Martinez-Guzman admitted also killing Gerald 
David, and the affidavit alleges that his DNA was 
found on the .22-caliber gun also used to kill Connie 
Koontz and Sophia Renken in their homes. Koontz 
was found dead Jan. 10. Renken’s body was found 
Jan. 13. 

Douglas County District Attorney Mark Jackson 
told reporters Monday that investigators in Douglas 
and Washoe counties had “a high level of confidence” 
that Martinez-Guzman acted alone in the killings. 



LA mayor touts 
major drops in 
crime in 2018 


By Amanda Lee Myers 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Crime is 
down in every category in Los 
Angeles and homicides are at 
their second-lowest in more than 
50 years, the city’s mayor and po¬ 
lice chief announced Monday. 

At 259, homicides in the nation’s 
second-largest city fell 8.2 per¬ 
cent last year, while rapes were 
down 12.4 percent, gang crimes 
decreased by 8 percent and prop¬ 
erty crime went down 2 percent. 
Mayor Eric Garcetti said at a 
news conference. 

“It’s pretty remarkable,” said 
Garcetti, a Democrat who is con¬ 
sidering running for president. 

“This is one of the safest times 
to live in Los Angeles in all of our 
history,” said Los Angeles police 
Chief Michel Moore, who became 
chief last year. 

In 1992, when murders peaked 
in Los Angeles during the crack 
cocaine epidemic, there were 
1,092 homicides. 

Garcetti and Moore both com¬ 
pared last year’s statistics with 
those from the 1990s. Violent 
crime is down 67 percent and 
property crime is down 60 per¬ 
cent since 1992, Garcetti said. 

Moore also pointed out that the 
1,008 shooting victims in 2018 
were 48 fewer than in 2017, 169 
fewer than in 2016 and 900 fewer 
than in 2007. 

They credited increased di¬ 


versity of officers, more street 
patrols and gang intervention for 
the declines. 

Garcetti said the drop is note¬ 
worthy considering Los Ange¬ 
les’ growing population. He also 
pointed out 
that some 
of the other 
largest cities 
in the US. 
saw more ho¬ 
micides than 
Los Angeles 
in 2018. 

New York 
had 289, 
Chicago had 
Garcetti more than 
530, Houston 
had at least 279 and Philadelphia 
more than 350. 

Moore emphasized the contin¬ 
ued need for gang intervention, 
pointing out that 50 percent of 
all homicides in Los Angeles are 
gang-related. He also said too 
many homeless people, nearly 
3,000, were victims of crimes in 
2018, calling it “the humanitar¬ 
ian crisis of our generation.” 

Garcetti and Moore also ad¬ 
dressed a report by The Los An¬ 
geles Times that found LAPD’s 
elite Metropolitan division dis¬ 
proportionately stopped black 
drivers. 

Garcetti said the report is 
“deeply concerning” and he’s 
asked for a further review of its 
findings. 



Lyft rider held in killing 
of pregnant Ariz. driver 


Associated Press 

TEMPE, Ariz. — A Lyft rider 
in suburban Phoenix stabbed 
his pregnant driver, killing the 
woman and her unborn child be¬ 
fore stealing her vehicle and driv¬ 
ing nearly 150 miles before being 
arrested near the California line, 
authorities said Monday. 

Tempe police said Kristina 
Howato, 39, was in her third 
trimester of pregnancy and is 
survived by two other young 
children. 

They said Fabian Durazo, 20, 
was being held at a La Paz Coun¬ 
ty jail on suspicion of two counts 
of first-degree murder and one 
count each of kidnapping and 
armed robbery, authorities said. 

It was unclear Monday if Du¬ 
razo has a lawyer yet who could 
speak on his behalf 

Howato was working early 
Sunday as a Lyft driver when she 
received a pickup request in west 


Tempe, said Sgt. Ron Elcock, a 
police spokesman. 

Durazo allegedly attacked How¬ 
ato when they arrived at an apart¬ 
ment complex about a half-mile 
away and he fled in her SUV. 

Police officers responded to the 
apartment complex about 1:30 
a.m. after receiving reports of a 
woman screaming in the parking 
lot. 

They found Howato suffering 
from multiple stab wounds. She 
was transported to a hospital 
where both she and the unborn 
baby died. 

Arizona Department of Public 
Safety officials used GPS track¬ 
ing to locate the stolen SUV on In¬ 
terstate 10 near Quartzsite, about 
25 miles from the Arizona-Cali- 
fornia line and Durazo was taken 
into custody Sunday afternoon. 

Police said they don’t believe 
Durazo and Howato knew each 
other and a motive for the fatal 
stabbing remains undetermined. 
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Record-breaking cold coming to Midwest 



Rich Hein, the Chicago Sun-Times/AP 

Morning commuters face a tough slog in Chicago on Monday. 


Experts say get used to 
polar vortex outbreaks 


By Ivan Moreno 

Associated Press 

MILWAUKEE — Extreme 
cold and record-breaking tem¬ 
peratures are crawling into parts 
of the Midwest after a power¬ 
ful snowstorm pounded the re¬ 
gion, and forecasters warn that 
the frigid weather could be 
life-threatening. 

Minneapolis Public Schools 
officials have canceled classes 
through Wednesday, when the 
region is expected to experi¬ 
ence frigidly low temperatures 
not seen in a quarter-century. 
Hundreds of Michigan schools 
were closed Tuesday, including 
in Detroit, while Chicago Pub¬ 
lic Schools canceled Wednesday 
classes because of the anticipated 
cold snap. 

“You’re talking about frostbite 
and hypothermia issues very 
quickly, like in a matter of min¬ 
utes, maybe seconds,” said Brian 
Hurley, a meteorologist with the 
Weather Prediction Center. 

Subzero temperatures began 
Tuesday, but Wednesday is ex¬ 
pected to be the worst. Wind chills 
in northern Illinois could fall to 
negative 55 degrees Fahrenheit, 
which the National Weather Ser¬ 
vice called “possibly life-threat¬ 
ening.” Minnesota temperatures 
could hit minus 30 degrees, with 
a wind chill of negative 60. 

The potentially record-break¬ 
ing low temperature forecast in 
Milwaukee is negative 28 de¬ 
grees, with a wind chill as low as 
negative 50. The current record 
of minus 26 degrees was set in 
1996. 

“That’s 40 degrees below nor¬ 
mal,” Hurley said. 

The unusually frigid weather 
is attributed to a sudden warm¬ 
ing far above the North Pole. A 
blast of warm air from misplaced 
Moroccan heat last month made 
the normally superchilly air tem¬ 
peratures above the North Pole 
rapidly increase. 

The Chicago Zoological Society 
said it was closing the Brookfield 


Zoo on Wednesday and Thurs¬ 
day — marking only the fourth 
time the zoo has closed during 
its 85-year history — to ensure 
the safety of its employees and 
animals. At O’Hare International 
Airport in Chicago, the high tem¬ 
perature Wednesday is expected 
to be negative 14 degrees, which 
would break a record set on Jan. 
18,1994. 

Homeless shelters were also 
preparing for the onslaught of 
cold. The Milwaukee Rescue 
Mission’s call volume was “un¬ 
usually high,” but officials said 
there should still be enough beds 
for those who need them. 

In Minneapolis, charitable 
groups that operate warming 
places and shelters were expand¬ 
ing hours and capacity “as they 
do whenever dangerous extreme 
temperature events occur,” said 
Hennepin County Emergency 
Management Director Eric 


Waage. He said ambulance crews 
were handling all outside re¬ 
sponse incidents as being poten¬ 
tially life-threatening. 

Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanu¬ 
el said city agencies are making 
sure homeless people are in shel¬ 
ters or offered space in warming 
buses. He also urged residents to 
check on their neighbors and take 
safety precautions. 

The governors in Michigan and 
Wisconsin have declared states of 
emergency ahead of the danger¬ 
ously cold weather. 

Cold weather advisories are in 
effect across a broad swath of the 
central U.S., from North Dakota 
to Missouri and spanning into 
Ohio. Temperatures will be up to 
20 degrees below average in parts 
of the Upper Great Lakes region 
and Upper Mississippi Valley, ac¬ 
cording to the National Weather 
Service. 


By Seth Borenstein 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — It might 
seem counterintuitive, but the 
dreaded polar vortex is bring¬ 
ing its icy grip to parts of the 
US. thanks to a sudden blast of 
warm air in the Arctic. 

Get used to it. The polar vor¬ 
tex has been wandering more 
often in recent years. 

It all started with misplaced 
Moroccan heat. Last month, 
the normally superchilly air 
temperatures 20 miles above 
the North Pole rapidly rose by 
about 125 degrees Fahrenheit, 
thanks to air flowing in from 
the south. It’s called “sudden 
stratospheric warming.” 

That warmth split the polar 
vortex, leaving the pieces to 
wander, said Judah Cohen, a 
winter storm expert for At¬ 
mospheric Environmental 
Research, a commercial firm 
outside Boston. “Where the 
polar vortex goes, so goes the 
cold air,” Cohen said. 

The unusual cold could stick 
around another eight weeks, 
Cohen said. 

Americans were introduced 
to the polar vortex five years 
ago. It was in early Janu¬ 
ary 2014 when temperatures 
dropped to minus 16 degrees 
in Chicago, and meteorologists, 
who used the term for decades, 
started talking about it on so¬ 
cial media. 

This outbreak may snap 
some daily records for cold and 
is likely to be even more brutal 
than five years ago, especially 
with added wind chill, said Jeff 
Masters, meteorology direc¬ 
tor of the private weather firm 


Weather Underground. 

When warm air invades the 
polar region, it can split the 
vortex or displace it, usually to¬ 
ward Siberia, Cohen said. Re¬ 
cently, there have been more 
splits, which increase the odds 
of other places getting ultra¬ 
cold, he said. Pieces of the polar 
vortex have chilled Europe, Si¬ 
beria and North America this 
time. 

When the forces penning the 
polar vortex in the Arctic are 
weak, it wanders, more often 
to Siberia than Michigan. And 
it’s happening more frequent¬ 
ly in the last couple decades, 
said University of Oklahoma 
meteorology professor Jason 
Furtado. 

A study a year ago in the 
Bulletin of the American Me¬ 
teorological Society looked at 
decades of the Arctic system 
and found the polar vortex has 
shifted “toward more frequent 
weak states.” 

“It’s a complicated story that 
involves a hefty dose of chaos 
and an interplay among mul¬ 
tiple influences, so extracting a 
clear signal of the Arctic’s role 
is challenging,” said Jennifer 
Francis, a chmate scientist at 
the Woods Hole Research Cen¬ 
ter. Several recent papers have 
made the case for the connec¬ 
tion, she noted. 

“This symptom of global 
warming is counterintuitive 
for those in the crosshairs of 
these extreme cold spells,” 
Francis said in an email. “But 
these events provide an excel¬ 
lent opportunity to help the 
public understand some of the 
‘interesting’ ways that climate 
change will unfold.” 


5 years after ‘snow jam,’ Super Bowl city threatened 


By Jeff Martin 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Five years after cars, 
trucks and school buses became marooned 
on Atlanta freeways in what became known 
as “snow jam,” another winter storm is 
threatening the city — just as thousands 
of fans begin pouring into town for Super 
Bowl 53. 

A winter storm watch went into effect at 
4 a.m. Tuesday for Atlanta, a city known 
for grinding to a halt even in relatively hght 
snowfalls. 

Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp on Monday said 
state offices in more than 30 counties in the 
northern part of the state closed Tuesday, 
including those in the Atlanta area. Delta 
Air Lines canceled about 170 flights from 
Atlanta’s Hartsfield-Jackson International 
Airport in anticipation of snow and icy 
conditions Tuesday, the company said in a 
statement on its website. 

The National Weather Service project¬ 
ed that up to an inch of snow was possible 
Tuesday in Atlanta, with up to 2 inches in 
far northern suburbs. Forecasters warned 


of the possibility of ice-glazed roads and 
highways. 

New England Patriots fan Pamela Wales, 
of Quincy, Mass., said it’s the potential for 
ice that concerns her most. During her visit 
to Atlanta this week, local television footage 
reminded her that Atlanta and ice don’t mix 
well. “They were showing all kinds of pic¬ 
tures on TV from 2014 when everyone got 
stuck,” Wales said as she toured Super Bowl 
exhibits at the Georgia World Congress 
Center on Monday afternoon. 

The potential for black ice is also “the 
overriding concern” among emergency 
officials, said Homer Bryson, director of 
the Georgia Emergency Management and 
Homeland Security Agency. 

“Temperatures are going to plum¬ 
met,” the governor said at a Monday news 
conference. 

“It’s very similar to what we saw in 2014, 
where the roadways will not have time to 
dry off before the moisture or precipitation 
on them refreezes,” Kemp said. “And that’s 
when you have black ice, and that’s what 
causes wrecks, which causes gridlock and 
public safety issues, injuries.” 


Road crews on Monday began treating 
mqjor interstates, state routes and over¬ 
passes in north Georgia with brine — a 
liquid salt mixture — in anticipation of the 
storm. 

The routes that both the New England 
Patriots and Los Angeles Rams must use to 
travel to and from practice venues will also 
be pretreated, the Georgia Department of 
Transportation said in a statement. 

Sunday’s Super Bowl will be played in 
downtown Atlanta in Mercedes-Benz Stadi¬ 
um, which has a roof The roof will be open 
if weather permits, officials have said. 

There’s a 40 percent chance of showers 
Sunday, but highs will be near 58 degrees. 
That’s shghtly warmer than average for 
Feb. 3 in Atlanta, climate records show. 

But forecasters say the more immedi¬ 
ate threat is Tuesday, when roads could be 
treacherous. 

“It is often easy to pass judgment on how 
we in Georgia deal with snow and ice, but 
for those from the north, what you do know 
is that an ice event is very different than a 
snow event,” Atlanta Mayor Keisha Lance 
Bottoms said Monday. 



David Tulis/AP 


Abandoned cars at 1-75 headed 
northbound near the Chattahoochee River 
overpass are piled up in the median of 
the ice-covert interstate after a winter 
snowstorm in Atlanta on Jan. 29, 2014. 













Wednesday, January 30,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 13 


NATION 


^Where is the outrage for us?’ 

A mother who lost her son to opioids now leading an organization of parents just like her 



Steven Senne/AP 


Cheryl Juaire, who lost her son Corey Merrill, 23, to an opioid overdose in 2011, looks out the back 
door of her home in Marlborough, Mass., in June. A photo of Corey is on the wall at right. 


By Claire Galofaro 

Associated Press 

MARLBOROUGH, Mass. 
— The moms meet in a parking 
lot overlooking the little funeral 
home and watch mourners drift¬ 
ing toward the chapel doors — a 
familiar scene, beginning again. 

Cheryl Juaire taps nervously 
on her steering wheel. 

“Are we ready?” she asks the 
two other mothers leaning into 
the window of her SUV. 

The wake starting inside is for 
a stranger, another young man 
consumed by the great Ameri¬ 
can plague. These women drove 
nearly two hours to shepherd his 
mother into their club, its thou¬ 
sands of members all bound by 
the same hell: They are parents 
of the dead from addiction, tasked 
with the unnatural act of burying 
their children at a rate unprec¬ 
edented in modem American 
history. 

“That mom gave birth to that 
child,” Juaire says. “When those 
doors close today, and they put her 
son in the ground, it’s not the end 
for her. It’s just the beginning.” 

Juaire’s own son, Corey Merrill, 
overdosed on heroin at 23 years 
old in 2011, just as the opioid cri¬ 
sis was turning into catastrophe. 
She had thought using drugs was 
a failure of morality and gump¬ 
tion. Back then, much of America 
thought the same — that addiction 
was merely a bad choice. 

So, no, she had told Corey, he 
couldn’t stay with her because 
she hadn’t raised him that way, 
and he’d slept instead on a park 
bench. Then he died alone, and 
she slowly arrived at the sicken¬ 
ing realization that addiction is 
a disease she hadn’t understood, 
and because she hadn’t under¬ 
stood it, she couldn’t save him. 

Now this is her penance. 

She started an organization 
called Team Sharing, a collective 
of parents of the dead from ad¬ 
diction, and her list of members 
grows every day. 

Juaire searches social media 
for the newly bereaved to invite 


them into the fold. Many are 
broke from paying for treatment, 
from their own children stealing 
from them, from raising their 
grandchildren at retirement age. 
Some have been diagnosed with 
post-traumatic stress disorder. 

You are not alone in regret and 
rage, she needs them all to know. 
This mission has become her own 
kind of addiction, a habit to quiet 
the demons. 

Overdoses now kill more each 
year than guns or breast cancer 
or AIDS at its peak. They kill 
more than the entire Vietnam 
War. They kill nearly 200 a day on 
average, the equivalent of a 9/11 
every few weeks. 

“One analogy that can some¬ 
times get people’s attention is 
that it’s like an airplane full of 


commuters crashing every single 
day,” one of Juaire’s moms offers, 
struggling to depict the magni¬ 
tude of their mission. 

And yet it feels to them that the 
world is getting tired of hearing 
about all their dead kids. 

The group led a campaign of 
thousands across America to send 
President Donald Trump photos 
of their children last Valentine’s 
Day. They expected the presi¬ 
dent to tweet that he would do 
something. They expected media 
coverage from coast to coast, that 
people would be so enraged they’d 
march in the streets. 

But there were no marches 
for them. Seventeen people were 
gunned down that day at a high 
school in Parkland, Fla., consum¬ 
ing attention. Juaire grieves for 


the parents who lost a child there, 
but asks: “Where is the outrage 
for us? Our kids are still dying. 
And the only thing I can do is try 
to pick up the pieces for the moms 
once they do.” 

Some in her group have lost two 
children to drugs. One lost three. 
One lost four. She knows two 
mothers who killed themselves 
after losing their kids. 

Many parents try to channel 
their grief into change. The nation 
knows how to fix this, they say; 
all that’s missing is the will. This 
coalition of mothers beheves the 
addiction epidemic is unfolding 
much like AIDS did, with a society 
indifferent toward people thought 
to have brought their deaths upon 
themselves. That disease killed 
unabated by the thousands until 


masses started protesting. 

So these parents testify before 
Congress, tell their stories in 
school gymnasiums and cry on 
local television news. They pros¬ 
elytize at rallies, warning that 
any family could be next, and see 
crowds filled with people who’ve 
already learned that the hard 
way. Juaire led a picket outside 
Purdue Pharma, whose mass 
marketing of the powerful pain¬ 
killer OxyContin helped unleash 
the crisis. 

“What more do we have to do?” 
Juaire wonders. 

She voted for Trump, who de¬ 
clared a public health emergency 
in 2017, and remains hopeful that 
he’ll keep his promise to end the 
scourge. 

Last year. Congress passed a 
legislative package designed to 
combat the crisis and appropri¬ 
ated $8.5 billion, a figure experts 
say is a welcome step but far short 
of the sustained funding required 
to build the necessary treatment 
infrastructure. During the AIDS 
crisis, the federal government 
increased funding by tens of bil¬ 
lions, said Keith Humphreys, a 
Stanford University professor 
and drug policy expert. “The opi¬ 
oid epidemic is as serious as that 
one and will require similar re¬ 
sources,” he said. 

The Partnership for Drug-Free 
Kids last year tried to drum up 
support on Capitol Hill for $10 
million to establish a family sup¬ 
port program so parents would 
not have to navigate the misery 
of addiction and death alone, said 
Marcia Lee Taylor, the organiza¬ 
tion’s chief policy officer. It got no 
traction. 

“Who is saving us?” Juaire 
wonders. “Nobody.” 

Inside the little chapel, she 
folds her arms around yet anoth¬ 
er grieving mother. 

“I shouldn’t be burying my 
son,” the woman says. 

“You are not alone. We lost our 
kids, too,” Juaire tells her, and the 
mother nods. 

“We’re not going to have any¬ 
one left.” 




Steven Senne/AP 

From left: Parents who have lost a child to an 
overdose play a game during a gathering in June 
in Arlington, Mass. Aimee Manzoni-D’Arpino, of 
Marshfield, Mass., shows her ring that contains ashes 
of her 20-year-old son, Emmett, who died in 2016 of 
a heroin overdose. Christine Gagnon, of Southington, 
Conn., holds a sign during a protest at the Purdue 


Pharma headquarters in Stamford, Conn., in August. 


Steven Senne/AP 


Jessica Hill/AF 
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Guaido is untouched amid 
mass arrests in Venezuela 


By Joshua Goodman 

Associated Press 

CARACAS, Venezuela — More than 700 op¬ 
ponents of President Nicolas Maduro have been 
arrested during the latest push by Venezuela’s op¬ 
position to oust the socialist leader. 

But there’s one anti-government activist security 
forces notably haven’t touched: Juan Guaido, the 
lawmaker who declared himself interim president 
in a direct challenge to Maduro’s rule. 

Maduro’s refusal, at least so far, to order Guaido’s 
arrest reflects mistrust in his own security forces 
as well as the Trump administration’s warning that 
any harm to the man the U.S. recognizes as Venezu¬ 
ela’s legitimate leader would be crossing a danger¬ 
ous red line. 

The U.S. administration reiterated that threat 
Monday in announcing sweeping sanctions against 
Venezuela’s state oil company. 

Any actions taken against U.S. diplomats, Guaido 
or the National Assembly he presides over would be 
considered a “grave assault” that “will be met with 
a significant response,” U.S. National Security Ad¬ 
viser John Bolton said. While he didn’t specify what 
actions the U.S. might take, he reaffirmed that all 
options for dealing with Venezuela’s crisis remain 
on the table, including use of the military. 

“They won’t dare touch Guaido,” said Jose Miguel 
Vivanco, Americas director at Human Rights Watch. 
“There’s a new dynamic at play. Even while Madu¬ 
ro’s government continues to brutally repress the 
poor and invisible, they won’t harm Guaido because 
he has so much international support.” 

Maduro’s government on several occasions has 
threatened to arrest the 35-year-old lawmaker, ac¬ 
cusing him of violating the constitution and acting 
as a “puppet” of a U.S. coup attempt. 

But every day that Guaido is allowed to move 
freely around Caracas, holding rallies and building 
a parallel government complete with foreign ambas¬ 
sadors and a presidential-looking office from which 
he delivers videotaped messages, he looks statelier 


and undermines Maduro’s authority in the eyes of 
ordinary Venezuelans, Vivanco said. 

On Monday, a consular officer in Miami joined 
Venezuela’s military attache in Washington, Col. 
Jose Luis Silva, in ditching support for Maduro and 
recognizing Guaido. 

“I’m always at the service of my beloved country. 
I’ll continue to provide consular services in Miami,” 
Scarlet Salazar said in a video announcing her al¬ 
legiance to Guaido as she 
stood in front of a Ven¬ 
ezuelan flag. “This is our 
country’s moment.” 

It’s not clear what secu¬ 
rity precautions Guaido is 
taking to avoid arrest. But 
he’s not exactly been hard 
to find. 

On Friday, he held a 
news conference in a Ca¬ 
racas plaza announced 
hours in advance on social 
media, and on Sunday he 
attended a church service 
for victims of anti-gov¬ 
ernment unrest. 

In both instances he 
spoke with a studied 
coolness, seemingly un¬ 
concerned about the 
enormous risks he was 
taking by openly defying 
Maduro. In 2014, his po¬ 
litical mentor, Leopoldo Lopez, was arrested during 
an outdoor rally, and numerous other politicians, 
activists and even two small-town firefighters who 
published an online video mocking Maduro as a 
mule have been arrested over the past year. 

Foro Penal, a local rights group, said Monday that 
in a single week of unrest more than 700 people have 
been detained. 

Another 35 have been killed during the unrest, 
many in poor neighborhoods where the opposition 
traditionally dominates. 


Even while 
Maduro’s 
government 
continues to 
brutally repress 
the poor and 
invisible, 
they won’t 
harm Guaido 
because he 
has so much 
international 
support. ^ 

Jose Miguel Vivanco 

Human Rights Watch 


Study finds corruption levels are 
linked to health of democracies 


Associated Press 

BERLIN — Countries such as 
Hungary and Turkey are grow¬ 
ing more corrupt as they become 
more autocratic, and threats to the 
American system of checks and 
balances have knocked the United 
States out of the top 20 “cleanest” 
countries, according to a closely 
watched annual survey released 
Tuesday. 

Watchdog group Transparency 
International said its Corrup¬ 
tion Perceptions Index for 2018 
showed more than two-thirds of 
countries scoring below 50 on its 
scale where 100 is very clean and 
zero is very corrupt. 

With a score of 71, the U.S. lost 
four points from 2017 and dropped 
out of the top 20 nations for the 
first time since 2011. 

“A four-point drop in the CPI 
score is a red flag and comes at a 
time when the U.S. is experienc¬ 
ing threats to its system of checks 
and balance, as well as an erosion 
of ethical norms at the highest 
levels of power,” the Berlin-based 
organization said. 


“If this trend continues, it would 
indicate a serious corruption prob¬ 
lem in a country that has taken a 
lead on the issue globally — this is 
a bipartisan issue that requires a 
bipartisan solution.” 

In a cross-analysis of its sur¬ 
vey with global democracy data. 
Transparency said a link could 
be drawn between corruption and 
the health of a democracy. 

Full democracies scored an av¬ 
erage of 75 on the corruption index, 
flawed democracies averaged 49, 
and autocratic regimes averaged 
30, the organization said. 

It noted that Hungary dropped 
eight points and Turkey nine over 
the past five years, to scores of 46 
and 41, respectively. 

At the same time, the report 
cited Freedom House’s annual 
democracy survey, noting Tur¬ 
key was downgraded from “partly 
free” to “not free,” while Hungary 
registered its lowest score for po¬ 
litical rights since the fall of com¬ 
munism in 1989. 

The ratings reflect the “deterio¬ 
ration of rule of law and democrat¬ 


ic institutions, as well as a rapidly 
shrinking space for civil society 
and independent media,” the or¬ 
ganization said. 

“Our research makes a clear 
link between having a healthy 
democracy and successfully fight¬ 
ing public sector corruption,” 
said Delia Ferreira Rubio, the 
head of Transparency. “Corrup¬ 
tion is much more likely to flour¬ 
ish where democratic foundations 
are weak and, as we have seen in 
many countries where undemo¬ 
cratic and populist politicians can 
use it to their advantage.” 

Overall, Denmark led the survey 
as the least corrupt nation, with a 
score of 88, followed by New Zea¬ 
land, Finland, Singapore, Sweden 
and Switzerland. Rounding out 
the top group were Norway, Neth¬ 
erlands, Canada, Luxembourg, 
Germany and Britain. 

Somalia was rated the most cor¬ 
rupt with a score of 10, followed by 
Syria, South Sudan, Yemen, North 
Korea, Sudan, Guinea Bissau, 
Equatorial Guinea, Afghanistan 
and Libya. 



B.K. Bangash/AP 

Pakistani troops surround the Supreme Court building in Islamabad, 
Pakistan, on Tuesday as security was beefed up during the hearing 
of a blasphemy case against Christian woman ^sia Bibi. 


Pakistani court 
upholds acquittal 
in blasphemy case 


By Kathy Gannon 
Associated Press 

ISLAMABAD — Pakistan’s 
top court on Tuesday upheld its 
acquittal of a Christian woman 
sentenced to death for blasphe¬ 
my, clearing the last legal hurdle 
and freeing Aasia Bibi to leave 
the country in a move that dealt a 
blow to radical Islamists who had 
demanded her execution. 

Following the landmark deci¬ 
sion, Bibi will finally be able to 
join her daughters who earlier 
fled to Canada where they have 
been given asylum. 

Bibi’s lawyer, Saiful Malook, 
who returned to Islamabad after 
fleeing the country amid death 
threats, called the decision a vic¬ 
tory for Pakistan’s constitution 
and rule of law. 

The three-judge Supreme 
Court panel had “insisted on very 
strict proofs of blasphemy” and 
found none, Malook said, express¬ 
ing hope that Bibi’s acquittal will 
deter false blasphemy allegations 
in the future. 

From her secret location, Bibi 
watched the decision reported 
live on local television, according 
to a friend who spoke to her as it 
was being announced. Bibi’s first 
thoughts were for her daughters, 
the friend said, speaking on con¬ 
dition of anonymity because he 
fears reprisals from radical reli¬ 
gious militants. 

“I am really grateful to every¬ 
body, now after nine years it is 
confirmed that I am free and I 
will be going to hug my daugh¬ 
ters,” he quoted Bibi as saying. 

Pakistani Chief Justice Asif 
Saeed Khan Khosa led the panel 
of judges that dismissed the peti¬ 
tion asking the court review its 
Oct. 31 acquittal of Bibi and send 
her back to prison and eventual 
execution. He said in court that 
Bibi’s accusers were guilty of 
perjury and if the case had not 
been so sensitive, they should 
have been jailed for life. 

“The image of Islam we are 
showing to the world gives me 
much grief and sorrow,” Khosa 
said. 



AP 


Pakistan’s court upheld the 
acquittal of Bibi, seen in a 2010 
photo, freeing her to leave the 
country. 

Much of the evidence present¬ 
ed against Bibi was suspicious, 
and some of it appeared to be 
fabricated, he said, adding that 
the cleric who lodged the initial 
charge of blasphemy gave con¬ 
tradictory statements that were 
unchallenged in the trial. 

Following Bibi’s acquittal, radi¬ 
cal religious parties took to the 
streets to protest, calling for the 
killing of the judges behind the 
ruling and for the overthrow of 
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s 
government. They also filed the 
last-minute appeal for a review 
of the acquittal. The protests 
were spearheaded by the radical 
Tehreek-e-Labbaik party, whose 
single-point agenda is protec¬ 
tion of Islam and the Prophet 
Muhammad. 

Bibi’s case goes to the core of 
one of Pakistan’s most contro¬ 
versial issues — the blasphemy 
law, often used to settle scores 
or intimidate followers of minor¬ 
ity religions, including minority 
Shiite Muslims. A charge of in¬ 
sulting Islam can bring the death 
penalty. 

Bibi’s ordeal began on a hot day 
in 2009 when she brought water 
to fellow farmhands who refused 
to drink from the same container 
as a Christian woman. Two of her 
fellow farmworkers argued with 
Bibi and later accused her of in¬ 
sulting Islam’s prophet. 
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May seeks to change Brexit deal; ED stands firm 



Matt Dunham/AP 

Anti-Brexiteers cany European Union flags as they gather in London on Tuesday. 


Jews seeking German citizenship 
in face of ‘disaster’ called Brexit 


By Jill Lawless and Danica Kirka 
Associated Press 

LONDON — The British Parliament 
was set to vote on competing Brexit plans 
Tuesday, with Prime Minister Theresa 
May desperately seeking a mandate from 
lawmakers to help secure concessions 
from the European Union. 

But amid political gridlock in London 
and with Brexit day just two months away, 
the EU shows few, if any, signs of renego¬ 
tiating the divorce deal it struck with May 
late last year. 

British legislators were delivering ver¬ 
dicts on proposals that have been submitted 
by both pro-Brexit and pro-EU legislators 
since Parliament rejected May’s divorce 
deal with the bloc two weeks ago, leaving 
Britain lurching toward a cliff-edge, “no¬ 
deal” departure on March 29. 

May insists her agreement can still win 
Parliament’s backing if it is tweaked to al¬ 
leviate concerns about a contentious Irish 
border provision. EU leaders are adamant 
that the measure can’t be renegotiated, 
whatever British lawmakers decide. 

The border measure, known as the back¬ 
stop, would keep the UK. in a customs 
union with the EU in order to remove the 
need for checks along the frontier between 
the U.K.’s Northern Ireland and EU mem¬ 
ber Ireland after Britain leaves the bloc. 

Opposition to the backstop by pro-Brexit 
lawmakers — who fear it will trap Brit¬ 
ain in regulatory lockstep with the EU 
— helped sink May’s deal on Jan. 15, when 
Parliament rejected it by 432 votes to 202. 

May has backed a proposal calling for 
the backstop to be replaced by “alterna¬ 
tive arrangements,” and has called on all 
lawmakers from her Conservative Party to 
support it. 

International Trade Secretary Liam 
Fox said the amendment offered the best 
chance for Britain to avoid leaving the EU 
without a deal on future relations. 

“I think we should send the prime min¬ 
ister back to Brussels with a strong man¬ 
date to be able to say, Tf you compromise 
with us on this one issue, on the backstop, 
we would be able to get an agreement,”’ he 
told the BBC. 

But it’s far from certain the amendment 
can win support from a m^ority in the 
House of Commons. And the EU insists 
the legally binding withdrawal agreement 
cannot be renegotiated. 


Associated Press 

BERLIN — Simon Wallfisch grew up 
in London as the grandson of an Aus¬ 
chwitz survivor and had sworn to never 
return to the country that murdered her 
parents and 6 million other Jews. 

But more than 70 years after the Ho¬ 
locaust, Brexit has prompted Wallfisch 
and thousands of other Jews in Britain 
to apply for German citizenship, which 
was stripped from their ancestors by the 
Nazis during the Third Reich. 

“This disaster that we call Brexit has 
led to me just finding a way to secure my 
future and my children’s future,” said 
Wallfisch, 36, a well-known classical 
singer and cellist who received his Ger¬ 
man passport in October. “In order to re¬ 
main European, I’ve taken the European 
citizenship.” 

Britons holding dual citizenship from 


an EU country hke Germany will retain 
the privilege of free movement and work 
across the soon-to-be 27-nation bloc. 

Many Britons whose ancestors came 
from other parts of Europe have been 
claiming citizenship in other EU mem¬ 
ber states so they can keep ties to the 
Continent. But for Jews whose famihes 
fled Germany to escape the Nazis, the 
decision has meant re-examining long- 
held beliefs about the country. 

The German Embassy in London says 
it has received more than 3,380 citizen¬ 
ship applications since the Brexit refer¬ 
endum in June 2016. In comparison, only 
about 20 such requests were made annu¬ 
ally in the years before Brexit. Article 
116 of the German Constitution allows 
the descendants of people persecuted by 
the Nazis to regain the citizenship that 
was removed between 1933 and 1945. 


Ireland’s European Affairs minister, 
Helen McEntee, said British politicians 
needed to show “a bit of realism.” 

“There can be no change to the backstop. 
It was negotiated over 18 months with the 
UK. and by the UK.,” she said. 

Though Parliament is overwhelmingly 
opposed to May’s deal, lawmakers are di¬ 
vided over what to do instead — whether 
to brace for a “no-deal” Brexit or to try to 
rule it out. 

Much of the business world says a no¬ 
deal Brexit would cause economic chaos by 
eliminating existing EU trade agreements 
and imposing tariffs, customs checks and 
other barriers between the UK. and its 
main export market. 

To complicate matters further, the split 
between Brexiteers and pro-Europeans 
runs through both main parties. Conserva¬ 
tives and Labour. 

Conservatives from rival wings of the 
party proposed a compromise Tuesday 
that calls for Britain to seek a “new back¬ 
stop” and an extended transition period of 
almost three years after March 29 so Brit¬ 
ain and the EU can work out a permanent 
new trade deal. 

But Sarah Wollaston, a pro-EU Con¬ 
servative, dismissed the plan as “fantasy 
Brexit.” 

She tweeted: “There won’t be any rene¬ 
gotiation of the Withdrawal Agreement & 
all the nonsense is a smokescreen whilst 
the clock runs down to No Deal. Parliament 
should vote to reject that catastrophe.” 

The backstop proposal is one of more 
than a dozen amendments proposed by 
lawmakers that aim to alter the course of 
Britain’s departure. 

Others, backed by the main opposition 
Labour Party, seek to rule out a no-deal 
Brexit so Britain can’t tumble out of the 
bloc on March 29 without an agreement in 
place to cushion the shock. 

Speaker of the House of Commons John 
Bercow was expected to announce before 
Tuesday’s debate began which amend¬ 
ments had been selected for votes. 

EU leaders have repeatedly urged Brit¬ 
ain to clarify what kind of Brexit it wants 
and are watching to see which proposals 
— if any — get the backing of Parliament. 

“This is not a Brussels day, this is a 
London day,” said European Commission 
spokesman Margaritis Schinas. “We have 
the vote tonight and then we will take it 
from there.” 



Gregory Bull/AP 


A migrant looks on with his children at the U.S.-Mexico border in 
Tijuana on Friday as they wait to hear if their number is called to 
apply for asylum in the United States. 


Mexico says it won’t accept minors 
awaiting resolution of asylum claims 


Associated Press 

MEXICO CITY — The head 
of Mexico’s immigration agency 
said Monday that his country 
won’t accept migrants younger 
than 18 while they await the reso¬ 
lution of their US. asylum claims 

National Immigration Institute 
Commissioner Tonatiuh Guillen 
also said Mexico won’t extend 
the policy beyond a single border 
crossing, the El Chaparral cross¬ 
ing in Tijuana. 

Mexican officials had previ¬ 
ously said the United States ex¬ 
pressed interest in extending 
the “remain in Mexico” policy to 
other border crossings. But Guil¬ 
len said Mexico will accept only 
asylum-seekers aged 18 to 60 at 
El Chaparral. 


Mexico will accept migrants 
only from Guatemala, El Salva¬ 
dor and Honduras and will give 
them four-month visas. 

Guillen said that since Dec. 1, 
Mexico has given 3,983 transit 
visas to Central Americans, most 
of whom hope to reach the United 
States. Mexico will also extend 
other work-visa programs to apply 
to more Mexican states and more 
Central American countries. 

The “remain in Mexico” pro¬ 
gram had been set to start last 
week with about 20 migrants re¬ 
turning to Tijuana. 

US. authorities plan to bus 
asylum-seekers back and forth to 
the border for court hearings in 
downtown San Diego, including 
an initial appearance within 45 
days. 


The US. has witnessed a surge 
in asylum claims, especially from 
Central American families. Due 
largely to a court-imposed 20-day 
limit on detaining children, fami¬ 
lies are typically released with a 
notice to appear in immigration 
court. With a backlog of more 
than 800,000 cases, it can take 
years for them to settle. 

The new US. policy purport¬ 
edly aims to reduce incentives for 
migrants to make asylum claims 
on the belief they will be released 
and allowed to spend years in the 
United States even if their claims 
are eventually rejected. 

Migrant activists fear the pro¬ 
gram will make it harder for asy¬ 
lum-seekers to successfully argue 
their cases. 
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THE CENSUS 

The approximate number of skiers and snowboarders evacuated off a chairlift that got stuck at a Vermont 
ski resort. Some were stranded for hours. Jeff Wise, a spokesman for Stowe Mountain Resort, said the Lookout 
Double lift stopped operating Sunday due to an electrical issue. Mychamplainvalley.com reported Mount Mansfield 
Ski Patrol started evacuating shortly afterward. The patrol used rope to rappel people down one-by-one. 





Robert F. Bukaty/AP 


Smooth sailing 

Kitewing sailors travel on Newfound Lake in Hebron, N.H., on Sunday. “New Hampshire lakes have the best ice,” said rider Martin Kimbel. 
“There’s no reason to go anywhere else.” 


150 



Hospital being sued 
for life support error 

lyW NEW YORK —A New 
1 York City woman said 
she mistakenly consented to 
having a stranger taken off life 
support because he’d been mis- 
identified as her brother. 

Shirell Powell is suing a Bronx 
hospital that contacted her in July 
about a dying patient. 

The man, who had the same 
name as her brother, had a 
tube in his mouth and a swollen 
appearance. 

The medical examiner deter¬ 
mined the man’s correct identity. 

Frederick Williams was actu¬ 
ally in jail. He told the New York 
Post that he’s upset about his 
family’s ordeal. 

Wild geese chase leads 
to fall through thin ice 

WILMINGTON — A 
dog on a wild geese 
chase led his owners onto thin 
ice in Delaware, and authorities 
say it isn’t the first time this has 
happened. 

Mill Creek Fire Company Chief 
Joseph Stewart said a man tried 
to rescue his Rottweiler who fell 
through the ice at a dog park Sun¬ 
day but then went in himself His 
son pulled him out and onto some 
nearby rocks, and they were res¬ 
cued by a bystander who called 
911. 

News outlets cited a New Castle 
County police news release say¬ 
ing the humans showed signs of 
hypothermia and were hospital¬ 
ized. The dog was taken to an ani¬ 
mal hospital. 

Police: Man attacked 
woman over TV talk 

PI PALM BAY — Police 
r L in Florida said a man 
shoved a handgun into a woman’s 
mouth after she complained he 
was talking too much during a 
TV show. 

Florida Today reported Calvin 
Lindsey, 55, was arrested at a 
home in Palm Bay on battery and 
assault charges. 

Palm Bay police did not speci¬ 
fy the show they were watching. 
After the woman complained 
he talked too much, police said, 
Lindsey went into the master bed¬ 
room and shut the door. When the 
woman went in to get a blanket, 
she heard the sound of a shotgun 
being racked. 

Police allege the man pushed 
her down and placed the barrel 
of a handgun in her mouth. Police 
said the woman broke her tooth. 

Woman accidentally 
donates mug of cash 

^ A CONYERS — A Geor- 
gia woman gave away 
much more than intended when 
she donated a souvenir mug to 
charity. 

Lindsay Preiss told WSB-TV 
that when she donated the yellow 
travel mug with a Mickey Mouse 
sticker on it to a Goodwill store in 
Conyers, she didn’t realize it had 
$6,500 inside. Now she’s hoping 
whoever scooped up the unex¬ 
pected treasure will return it. 

Preiss’ son, Devon Silvey, 27, 


recently sold his car for cash on a 
Sunday, when banks were closed. 
He was in the process of moving 
and stopped by his parents’ house 
for boxes. 

He said he didn’t want to leave 
the cash in his car so he stashed it 
in the mug in a cabinet. 

Superman Building tops 
endangered buildings list 

m PROVIDENCE — Pres¬ 
ervationists say Provi¬ 
dence’s iconic Superman Building 
is still facing the kryptonite of 
neglect. 

The landmark formally known 
as the Industrial Trust Building 
tops the Providence Preservation 
Society’s list of most endangered 
properties for 2019. 

The 91-year-old skyscraper, 
Rhode Island’s tallest building, 
got its nickname because of its 
resemblance to the Daily Planet 
headquarters in the old “Super¬ 
man” TV show. It’s been vacant 
for more than five years. 

Among the oldest buildings on 
the list is the Richard Brown House 
on the east side, built in 1731. 


Rescue owl has home 
thanks to volunteers 

mafW MORGANTOWN —A 
WW W rescue owl in West Vir¬ 
ginia named Jeff now has a home of 
his own thanks to volunteers with 
The Avian Conservation Center of 
Appalachia and AmeriCorps. 

ACCA board member Katie Fal¬ 
lon told The Dominion Post that 
Jeff’s home will allow him to take 
part in the organization’s educa¬ 
tion program, during which he’ll 
travel to area schools. 

Fallon said a person found Jeff 
and two other barred owls as ba¬ 
bies and raised them, so they’re 
too accustomed to people to be re¬ 
leased into the wild. 

Fallon said Jeff and the two 
other owls were later surrendered 
to the state. 

Town to get boll weevil 
replicas for art show 

A I ENTERPRISE — Giant 
replicas of boll wee¬ 
vils will soon invade a southeast 
Alabama town that celebrates the 


insect. 

The Dothan Eagle reported 
that colorfully decorated replicas 
of the bugs are part of a planned 
art exhibit in the southeast Ala¬ 
bama community of Enterprise. 

The project kicks off Thursday, 
when the first four boll weevils 
will be unveiled. 

The boll weevils will be custom¬ 
decorated similar to the “Dothan 
Peanuts Around Town” project 
in Dothan and the “Pelicans in 
Paradise” in Pensacola, Fla. 

Owner with unwanted 
flag to sell restaurant 

ORANGEBURG — A 
South Carolina restau¬ 
rant owner said he is selling his 
business because of a Confeder¬ 
ate flag he can’t remove. 

Edisto River Creamery owner 
Tommy Daras said the dispute 
over the flag has hurt business. 

The Sons of Confederate Vet¬ 
erans were given a small piece 
of land in front of Edisto River 
Creamery in Orangeburg by the 
building’s previous owner and 


continue to fly a rebel flag by a 
Confederate monument. 

Daras tried to get the flag re¬ 
moved through a zoning com¬ 
plaint but couldn’t. 

Firefighters learn how 
to rescue livestock 

II CHAMPAIGN — Fire- 
IL fighters are trained to 
rescue residents of burning build¬ 
ings but what if those residents 
are cows, horses or pigs? 

The Illinois Fire Service Insti¬ 
tute based at the University of Illi¬ 
nois is teaching firefighters called 
to barn fires how to lead the ani¬ 
mals from the burning structures 
as well as round up livestock after 
semi wrecks on interstates in its 
first hands-on training session. 

The (Champaign) News-Ga¬ 
zette reported that 17 firefighters 
from around the state attended 
the session. 

During the class, firefighters 
were shown how to do things such 
as approach and halter sheep, 
horses and cows. 

From wire reports 
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By Lindsey Bahr 
Associated Press 

Awkwafina’s dramatic turn in “The Fare¬ 
well” has quickly become one of the must-sees 
at the 2019 Sundance Film Festival. After 
rising to household name status last summer 
with breakout comedic roles in “Crazy Rich 
Asians” and “Ocean’s Eight,” audiences in 
Park City, Utah, have been raving over the 
discovery that she’s got the chops to make you 
cry, and not just from laughter. 

Still, the 30-year-old New York native wasn’t 
entirely sure she could even pull it off 

“I didn’t think that I would be able to cry. I 
just didn’t think that I would ever be able to 
harness that. But with this movie, I would cry 
like even when we were blocking a scene,” she 
said. “I guess I discovered a whole other side 
of something that I never knew existed. But it 
all really stemmed from thinking about my 
grandma.... It was a very real role for me.” 

The title card says the film is “based on an 


Time to get SERIOUS 

Awkwafina shows a different side in ‘The Farewell’ 


actual lie.” The lie would be writer and direc¬ 
tor Lulu Wang’s, who, along with her family, 
decided not to tell her grandmother that she’d 
been diagnosed with terminal cancer with 
only three months to live. 

“My mother was the one who called me and 
said that in China, they don’t tell the patient. 
They tell the family members,” Wang said. 

Wang’s father constructed a plan to have 
her only cousin get married in two weeks, 
which would provide a reasonable excuse for 
the whole family to travel to China to see her 
grandmother one last time. 

“The Farewell” follows that structure with 
Awkwafina playing Billi, the stand-in for the 
director. It’s an intimate, emotional and often 
funny portrait of family and culture clashes. 

Awkwafina said the film also captures the 
“struggle of going back to China.” 

“You’re made to feel like you’re not Amer¬ 
ican in America. But you go to China and ... 
you’re a stranger there as well,” Awkwafina 
said. “It really hit that on the head.” 


‘Empire’ actor Smollett 
attacked, hospitalized 


From wire services 

“Empire” star Jussie Smollett 
was hospitalized Tuesday in Chi¬ 
cago after he was targeted by two 
attackers who hurled racial and 
homophobic slurs at him and tied 
a rope around his neck. 

The incident is being inves¬ 
tigated by the Chicago Police 
Department as a possible hate 
crime, chief spokesman Anthony 
Guglielmi said. 

Smollett, 36, was walking in the 
city early Tuesday when he was 
approached by his attackers, who 
shouted racial and homophobic 
slurs in his direction. 

The pair then beat up the actor 
with their hands, poured an un¬ 
known chemical substance on 
him and wrapped a rope around 
his neck before fleeing the scene. 

Smollett took himself to North¬ 
western Hospital, and is current¬ 
ly in good condition. 

Smollett came out as gay in 
2015 on “The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show.” 

Newbery, Caldecott 
medal winners awarded 

Meg Medina, the latest re¬ 
cipient of the John Newbery 
Medal, wrote her prize-winning 
children’s book with a special 
intensity. 

“There are so many negative 
characterizations these days of 
Latino families and what it is to 
be an immigrant,” said Medina, 
a Cuban-American author whose 
“Merci Suarez Changes Gears” 
tells of an 11-year-old’s struggles 
as she navigates between the 
worlds of her elite private school 
and her extended Latino family. 

“This toxic conversation about 
immigration and who’s dangerous 
and who’s American absorbs us 
all. I feel this enormous pressure 
to provide a counternarrative.” 

The Newbery medal is given 
for “outstanding contribution 
to children’s literature.” Sophie 
Blackall’s “Hello Lighthouse,” in 
which the natural world is seen 
through the eyes of a lighthouse 
keeper, received the Randolph 
Caldecott Medal for best picture 
book. 


Malkovich to star in 
Weinstein-inspired play 

John Malkovich is returning 
to the London stage as a power¬ 
ful Hollywood producer accused 
of sexual misconduct, in a play 
with strong echoes of the Harvey 
Weinstein saga. 

Producers announced Tuesday 
that Malkovich will star in the 
world premiere of David Mamet’s 
“Bitter Wheat,” which recounts 
the fall from grace of a “depraved 
Hollywood mogul.” 

Malkovich told the BBC that 
the play “started as reaction to all 
the news that came out, in partic¬ 
ular about Harvey Weinstein” but 
that the central character is “not 
particularly Harvey Weinstein.” 

Scores of women have accused 
Weinstein of sexual misconduct. 
He denies allegations of non-con- 
sensual sex. 

“Bitter Wheat” will run at Lon¬ 
don’s Garrick Theatre from June 
7 to Sept. 14. 

Other news 

■ “Black Panther” is heading 
back into theaters stateside. Dis¬ 
ney announced Monday that the 
Oscar nominee will play for free 
Feb. 1-7 at 250 AMC theaters to 
celebrate Black History Month. 
Disney also said it will give a $1.5 
million grant to support the Unit¬ 
ed Negro College Fund. 

■ Former television star Rose- 
anne Barr says her sitcom was 
canceled last year because of 
backlash against her support for 
Israel. Barr spoke Monday at an 
event in Tel Aviv. ABC canceled 
its reboot of “Roseanne” last May 
after Barr tweeted racist remarks 
about former Obama administra¬ 
tion adviser Valerie Jarrett. 

■ Sarah Jessica Parker and 
Jeff Bridges are bringing back 
a couple of famed characters in 
a new Super Bowl commercial. 
Parker will reprise her Carrie 
Bradshaw role from “Sex and the 
City” and Bridges will appear 
as “The Dude” in a Stella Artois 
commercial to raise money to 
combat water shortage. The 45- 
second ad launched Monday and 
will be televised Feb. 3. 


Shia LaBeouf turned rehab into a writing room for new film 


By Ryan Pearson 
Associated Press 

Shia LaBeouf latest film was bom in an 
unusual place — court-ordered rehab. 

The actor spent time writing the script 
for his semi-autobiographical “Honey 
Boy” while he was being treated for sub¬ 
stance abuse after a 2017 arrest. 

“He wrote this script in rehab and actu¬ 
ally sent me an email from there with the 
script,” said Israeli director Alma Har’el. 
“So it was pretty mind blowing. I couldn’t 
say no to that.” 

LaBeouf premiered the film at the Sun¬ 
dance Film Festival on Jan. 25 in Park 
City, Utah. He didn’t speak with the media 
but posed alongside his mother, Shayna 
Saide, and fellow actors. 



“Honey Boy” director Alma Har’el and 
writer/actor Shia LaBeouf promote the 
movie Jan. 25 in Park City, Utah. 


The former “Transformers” star plays 
an alcoholic and abusive father of a child 
actor, who is played at different ages by 


Noah Jupe (of “A Quiet Place”) and Lucas 
Hedges C‘Boy Erased”). 

“I think it was emotionally difficult for 
anybody to do what he did, and I think no¬ 
body has ever done it before,” Har’el said. 

“He stepped into his own trauma and 
played his father in it — the most compli¬ 
cated relationship he’s ever had, that de¬ 
fined his life more than anything else.” 

LaBeouf had admired an early docu¬ 
mentary by Har’el, and they’d developed a 
working relationship over the years. “We 
did a music video. He was kind enough to 
finance my second film when nobody but 
nobody else would,” she said. 

In 2017, LaBeouf pleaded guilty to a mis¬ 
demeanor charge of obstruction stemming 
from his attempt to elude police following a 
vulgar public outburst in Georgia. 


He was also ordered to pay $2,680 in 
fines and fees, perform 100 hours of com¬ 
munity service, enroll in anger manage¬ 
ment counseling and complete a drug and 
alcohol evaluation. That’s when he began 
on “Honey Boy.” 

Har’el said the film shines a light on 
LaBeouf’s private struggles. 

“It’s a story about the things you inherit. 
Shia definitely inherited a lot of his passion 
towards acting from his father. But he also 
inherited other things that he has to deal 
with for the rest of his life. And he’s trying 
to do it as best as he can. 

“He had to do it in the public eye, unlike 
many of us. So it’s been very challenging. 
And I think this film really kind of deals 
with that,” she said. 

“Honey Boy” is seeking a distributor at 
Sundance. 
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US Huawei charges could hurt China trade talks 


By Christopher Rugaber 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration’s unveiling of crim¬ 
inal charges against the Chinese 
tech giant Huawei Technologies 
Co. Ltd. has complicated high- 
level talks set to begin Wednesday 
in Washington that are intended to 
defuse the trade war between the 
administration and Beijing. 

The Justice Department 
charged Monday that Huawei had 
violated U.S. sanctions against 
sales to Iran and stolen trade se¬ 
crets from T-Mobile, a U.S. part¬ 
ner. Those charges cut to the heart 
of some of the administration’s key 
complaints about China’s trade 
practices. 

Analysts said the trade talks 
would likely proceed, but reach¬ 
ing any substantive agreement 
would probably be harder. Unless 
the two sides can forge some sort 
of accord by March 1, U.S. tariffs 
on $200 billion of Chinese imports 
are set to rise from 10 percent to 
25 percent. 

“The Chinese will keep talk¬ 
ing,” said David Dollar, a senior 
fellow at the Brookings Institution 
and a former U.S. Treasury of¬ 
ficial. “They won’t be happy with 
the Justice Department action, 
but I think they would like to keep 
it separate from the trade talks.” 

Representatives of U.S. business 
groups privately raised concerns 



Richard Drew/AP 


A federal indictment accuses Huawei of stealing trade secrets 
from T-Mobiie in the form of a robot designed to automaticaliy test 
phones for problems. 


that the administration’s actions 
could poison the atmosphere be¬ 
tween the two sides. Any backlash 
in China against the indictment of 
Huawei, one of the country’s glob¬ 
al powerhouses, could limit Bei¬ 
jing’s ability to agree to anything 
that might be seen as bowing too 
willingly to U.S. demands. 

The Justice Department has 
also charged Huawei Chief Finan¬ 
cial Officer Meng Wanzhou. The 
United States is seeking to extra¬ 
dite Meng, who has been held in 
Canada since Dec. 1. 

Sarah Sanders, the White House 
spokeswoman, was asked whether 
the criminal charges against Hua¬ 
wei were linked to the trade talks 
with China and amounted to a car- 
rot-and-stick approach. 


Group FaceTime turned 
off amid reports of bug 

Apple has made the group chat 
function in FaceTime unavailable 
after users said there was a bug 
that could allow callers to acti¬ 
vate another user’s microphone 
remotely. 

The bug was demonstrated 


through videos online and re¬ 
ported on this week by tech blogs. 
Apple’s online support page on 
Tuesday said there was a techni¬ 
cal issue with the application and 
that Group FaceTime “is tempo¬ 
rarily unavailable.” 

Reports said the bug in the 
video chat app could allow an 
iPhone user calling another 


They (China) won’t be happy with the Justice 
Department action, but I think they would like 
to keep it separate from the trade talks. F 

David Dollar 

Brookings Institution 


“No, those two things are not 
hnked,” she said. “They are a to¬ 
tally separate process.” 

This week’s negotiations were 
already facing low expectations. 

“We are anticipating no big 
outcomes this week,” Erin Ennis, 
senior vice president at the U.S.- 
China Business Council, said 
Monday before the Huawei charg¬ 
es were announced. 

The Trump administration, 
with support from U.S. business¬ 
es, wants China to make funda¬ 
mental changes to its economy 
that China is reluctant to accept 
and that will be difficult to verify, 
analysts say. The administration 
has accused Beijing of deploying 
predatory trade tactics, ranging 
from requiring U.S. and other for¬ 


eign companies to hand over tech¬ 
nology in return for access to the 
vast Chinese market to outright 
cybertheft. 

Robert Lighthizer, the U.S. trade 
representative and lead negotiator 
in this week’s talks, wants China 
to toughen its protections of intel¬ 
lectual property and to stop un¬ 
fairly subsidizing its state-owned 


iPhone through Group Facetime 
to hear the audio from the other 
handset — even if the receiver 
did not accept the call. 

New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
issued a statement warning about 
the bug and urging people to dis¬ 
able the app until Apple fixes the 
issue. 

From The Associated Press 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


“The scope of these talks will be 
the broadest and deepest in U.S.- 
China history,” Larry Kudlow, a 
top White House economic advis¬ 
er, said Monday. 

Yet reaching the kind of deal the 
United States wants could prove 
elusive if not impossible. Chinese 
officials deny that they force U.S. 
companies to transfer technol¬ 
ogy, and they regard the support 
of their state-owned companies 
and the acquisition of cutting- 
edge technology, much of it from 
abroad, as vital to China’s eco¬ 
nomic development. 

U.S. companies in China say 
forced technology transfers typi- 
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cally happen at the local level and 
stem from informal pressure by 
Chinese officials, which would 
make it difficult to verify whether 
Beijing has complied with any 
mqjor agreement. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Jan. 30).$1.1734 

Dollar buys (Jan. 30).€0.8522 

British pound (Jan. 30).$1.35 

Japanese yen (Jan. 30).107.00 

South Korean won (Jan. 30).1,091.00 


Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

China (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone).... 
Egypt(Pound). 
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.$1.3175 

.1.3255 
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Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8459 
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Switzerland (Franc).0.9949 

Thailand (Baht).31.50 

Turkey (Lira) 5 3094 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 
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Discount rate. 

Federal funds market ra 
3-month bill. 
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OPINION 

Beware the shutdown horror show reruns 


By G. William Hoagland 
CQ-Roll Call 

T he longest government shut¬ 
down in our country’s history has 
ended, at least temporarily. Over 
the next three weeks, lawmakers 
must reach principled agreement to fund 
the entire federal government and keep it 
open. 

Unfortunately, this sad episode is a warn¬ 
ing sign of equally difficult circumstances 
ahead in the new Congress. 

President Donald Trump and House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi appear to have ir¬ 
reconcilable differences. As a result of 
their intransigence, dedicated civil ser¬ 
vants were furloughed or required to work 
without pay for more than a month. In ad¬ 
dition, the strongest democratic country 
in the world has suffered a black eye to its 
global credibility. 

As the staff director of the Senate Bud¬ 
get Committee during the 1995-96 gov¬ 
ernment shutdown — the longest, prior to 
this one — I remember only too well how 
it ended: Republicans gave in to President 
Bill Clinton and abandoned their goal of 
enacting a plan to balance the federal bud¬ 
get over a seven-year period. The irony 
that the current shutdown relates to spend¬ 
ing more money, with a nearly trillion-dol- 
lar deficit expected this year, is not lost on 
some of us. 

Even though Republicans conceded to 
the president in 1996, they were able to 
successfully negotiate in the following 
months the most fundamental reforms to 
our welfare system in decades. Equally 
important. Republicans and Democrats 
came together the following year — with¬ 


out shutting down the government — to 
enact the Bipartisan Balanced Budget Act 
of 1997 that led to federal budget surpluses 
for four straight years until the 9/11 terror¬ 
ist attacks. 

The latest shutdown has been a lesson 
in how each side needs something to claim 
victory. But that has always been the back¬ 
bone of a successful negotiation, and in 
this instance, both congressional leaders 
have spent plenty of time in their careers 
around a negotiating table to know that. In 
other words, they know better. 

So what will follow a shutdown that has 
marked such a contentious period between 
Republicans and Democrats? 

Will a divided 116th Congress and a de¬ 
termined president return to addressing 
the issues of most concern to the Ameri¬ 
can public: prescription drug prices; eco¬ 
nomic, retirement and job security; fixing 
the country’s infrastructure; the cost of 
higher education; and just maybe, the in¬ 
creasing imbalance between revenue and 
spending? One can only hope for a return 
to a functioning democratic, deliberative 
process addressing these and other press¬ 
ing issues. 

But the unfortunate truth is that the end 
of the longest shutdown in our history may 
only be the tip of the iceberg when it comes 
to what lies ahead. 

Congress must again turn to its most 
fundamental responsibility of adopting 
a budget blueprint to guide its spending 
and revenue decisions for next year. The 
president has the first shot at this blueprint 
and is required to submit his budget to 
Congress for fiscal 2020 by Feb. 4. If that 
submission is delayed, it would once again 


jeopardize Congress’ ability to complete 
its annual appropriation bills by the end of 
September. 

The reinstatement of the currently sus¬ 
pended statutory debt limit after March 1 
could trigger a real “fiscal cliff” — proba¬ 
bly even more serious than the recent gov¬ 
ernment shutdown. Past administrations 
have used authorized special procedures 
to stretch out the country’s borrowing au¬ 
thority beyond the statutory suspension 
date. 

But the president, possibly thwarted by 
not achieving his border wall in this shut¬ 
down, could look again for leverage with 
Congress by not implementing these ex¬ 
traordinary measures and holding hostage 
the full faith and credit of the U.S. govern¬ 
ment. That would set off a disastrous, un¬ 
precedented government default on March 
2. 

Finally, the statutory caps for fiscal 2020 
defense and nondefense appropriations 
fall back from their current 2019 levels by 
more than $125 billion. On Oct. 1, defense 
spending would decline $71 billion and 
nondefense by $54 billion. A similar cliff- 
hanger in 2018 resulted in the caps being 
adjusted upward. How will the 116th Con¬ 
gress choose to modify these caps for their 
upcoming appropriations? 

This shutdown has ended, for now. But 
do not assume we won’t see reruns of this 
horror show unless, as James Madison un¬ 
derstood at our founding, politicians com¬ 
promise because they have to, not because 
they want to. 

G. William Hoagland is a senior vice president at 
the Bipartisan Policy Center and a former staff 
director of the Senate Budget Committee. 


One shutdown lesson: Americans must save more 


By Tyler Cowen 

Bloomberg News 

N ow that the government shutdown 
is over, perhaps it is appropriate 
to consider a delicate question: Is 
it still OK to tell people they need 
to save more money? 

It’s an issue that came to the fore during 
the last five weeks, when hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of federal government workers, and 
many contractors, didn’t get paid, leaving 
many of them illiquid. I sympathize with 
the frustrated, laid-off workers — my wife 
was one of them — and consider the gov¬ 
ernment shutdown to have been flat-out 
stupid. But I have an increasingly disquiet¬ 
ing feeling about the rhetoric surrounding 
it. 

Most of all, I was sorry to see so many 
commentators dismissive of the idea of 
saving as a basic individual and social ob¬ 
ligation. I saw plenty of deserved sympa¬ 
thy for federal employees, and attacks on 
administration officials for making public 
relations blunders. When multimillionaire 
and Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross 
said he didn’t really understand why fur¬ 
loughed federal workers were going to food 
banks, that was poor judgment. But the re¬ 
sponse was mainly to attack him, and not 
to ask whether the American savings rate 
ought in fact to be higher. 

To be sure, in any individual case we 
should be reluctant to criticize someone 
for ending up with low or zero savings. It’s 
hard to know the full details of any per¬ 
son’s life, and an unexpected catastrophe 
or medical emergency can wipe out even 
the most conscientious savings plan. 

But these kinds of explanations only go 
so far. For the last quarter century, the 
American personal savings rate has usual¬ 
ly been below 10 percent, and often below 5 
percent. In the aggregate, most Americans 
simply don’t save enough. This is quite 


aside from any misfortune they might en¬ 
counter or hardship they might have in¬ 
flicted on them — and federal employees 
certainly suffered from both. 

One common line of argument is that the 
cost of living is high in modern America, 
and families with children cannot be ex¬ 
pected to save much. It’s easy enough to 
see where that intuition comes from, es¬ 
pecially in an era when prices for medical 
care, higher education and real estate have 
been rising at disproportionate rates. 

Still, that is not an argument that people 
cannot or should not save. In fact, it might 
be an argument that they should save more 
and consume less. 

Indeed a higher savings rate is possible, 
and not just for the wealthy. Most Mormons 
in the US., for example, manage to tithe 
at least 10 percent of their incomes. This 
suggests it is possible to curtail one’s con¬ 
sumption without losing the best things in 
life. Mormons also tend to have especially 
large families, making tithing all the more 
difficult. If Mormons can tithe so much, is 
it so impossible for the rest of us, including 
government employees, to save more? 

There is also a new “gospel of savings” in 
the US., being led by such renowned (but 
nonmainstream) figures as Dave Ramsey 
and Mr. Money Mustache. They reach 
millions of Americans, imploring them to 
strip down their consumption to essentials 
and to save a much higher percentage of 
their incomes, sometimes 20 percent or 
more. Ramsey wrote a column giving ad¬ 
vice to unpaid federal workers, including 
“sell stuff” and to cancel Netflix. 

In Western Europe, household savings 
rates often exceed 10 percent, even though 
many of those same households face a stiff 
tax burden. These savers simply don’t con¬ 
sume as much — right now. Because of 
course saving doesn’t destroy consump¬ 
tion, it merely postpones it. 

In China, where per-capita income is 


closer to that of Mexico than the US., 
household savings rates are often well over 
30 percent. One reason for this may be that 
the Chinese know their economic futures 
might be extremely volatile, and thus they 
hold funds in reserve. 

Maybe you think that Americans, who 
live in a wealthier nation, shouldn’t have 
to be this way. And you’re probably right. 
But to the extent America is that way, the 
implication is that the savings rate should 
be correspondingly higher. For more than 
a decade Jacob Hacker has been writing 
about the “great risk shift” and the in¬ 
creased volatility of household incomes. 
To the extent these claims are true — and 
they are disputed — they bolster the argu¬ 
ment for a higher savings rate. 

Alternatively, you might blame this 
whole episode on President Donald Trump 
being mean and erratic and see talk of low 
savings rates as irrelevant. That is an at¬ 
tempt at sleight of hand and emotional dis¬ 
traction. Insofar as the president is mean 
and erratic, it is yet another reason Ameri¬ 
cans should be saving more. 

It has been a staple of common-sense 
morality for centuries that people ought to 
save for an uncertain future. It would be a 
shame if such talk is on the verge of becom¬ 
ing politically incorrect because it sounds 
too much like blaming the victim. 

Trump’s presidency has created many 
victims. Let’s not allow common sense 
to become yet another of its casualties. 
Most Americans really ought to be saving 
more. It shouldn’t be controversial to point 
that out, even if the most obvious illustra¬ 
tions of this national failure also happen 
to be the most recent victims of Trump’s 
ineptitude. 

Tyler Cowen is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist. 

He is a professor of economics at George Mason 
University and the author of “The Complacent 
Class: The Self-Defeating Quest for the American 
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ACROSS 

I Choose 

4 Scale amts. 

7 Diving duck 

8 Diner workers 
10 Dijon darling 

II Removes, as 
a brooch 

13 Winter Olympics 
event 

16 Clear Day” 

17 Bolivian city 
18“Ulalume” 

writer 

19 Favorites 

20 Roman emperor 

21 Driverswith 
handles 

23 Battery part 

25 Persia, today 

26 “What’s — 
for me?” 

27 Lincoln or Ford 

28 Accord maker 
30 Baseball execs 
33 2016 Best 

Picture nominee 

36 Net defender 
in hockey 

37 Separated 

38 Island near Java 

39 Apple variety 
40Tax form ID 
41 Reply (Abbr.) 

1-30 


DOWN 

1 Alpha’s opposite 

2 Lima’s land 

3 Performer 
with a baton 

4 Candymaker 
Willy 

5 November 
birthstone 

6 Revue segment 

7 Tibia’s place 

8 Points 

9 Took potshots 
lOCorp. money 

manager 

12 Napper’s racket 

14 Comestibles 

15 Earth (Pref.) 

19 Calligrapher’s 

instrument 


20 Word of denial 

21 007 portrayer 
Daniel 

22 Legendary 
French actress 

23 “The King —” 

24 Falls on the U.S./ 
Canadian border 

25 German pronoun 

26 Draw a 
conclusion 

28 Big wheels 
at sea 

29 Leek’s kin 

30 Metric measures 

31 Simple 

32 Retired jet 

34 Lectern locale 

35 “Once — a 
time ...” 
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CRYPTOQUIP 


III |j|'Pi«t ba Kins I 

, ...,||l:llil'BlZAKRO,COM 
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN SMALL 
CHILDREN EXHIBIT EXTRAORDINARY 
INTELLIGENCE, WHAT MIGHT ONE CALL THEM? 
TINY BRAINS. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: H equals C 
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FADS 
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] Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 
through an agent using 
paypal. 

] People saying Free Dog 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 




Deals 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Designat¬ 
ed RHP Austin Brice for assignment. 
Claimed INF Jack Reinheimer off waivers 
from Texas. 

DETROIT TIGERS - Named Kirk Gibson 
special assistant to the general man¬ 
ager. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Agreed to 
terms with INF/OF Whit Merrifield on a 
four-year contract. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Agreed to terms 
with 2B Emilio Bonifacio and RHPs Ricar¬ 
do Pinto, Casey Sadler and Luis Santos 
on minor league contracts. 

National League 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Agreed to terms 
with INFs Sean Kazmar, Luis Marte, An¬ 
dres Blanco and Pedro Florimon; and OFs 
Ryan LaMarre and Rafael Ortega on mi¬ 
nor league contracts. 

NEW YORK METS - Designated INF 
Gavin Cecchini for assignment. Agreed 
to terms with LHP Justin Wilson on a 
two-year contract. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

BUFFALO BILLS - Re-signed LS Reid 
Ferguson to a three-year contract. 

CHICAGO BEARS - Signed K Redford 
Jones to a reserve/future contract. 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS - Signed PK 
Adam Vinatieri to a one-year contract. 

Canadian Footbali League 

HAMiLTON TiGER-CATS - Signed WR 
Brandon Banks to a two-year extension. 

HOCKEY 

Nationai Hockey League 

PiTTSBURGH PENGUINS - Traded D Ja¬ 
mie Oleksiak to Dallas for a 2019 fourth- 
round draft pick. 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Activated F 
Miles Wood from injured reserve. 

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS - Acquired D 
Jake Muzzin from Los Angeles for a 2019 
first-round draft pick, F Carl Grundstrom 
and the rights to D Sean Durzi. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

COLUMBUS CREW - Named Pat 0ns- 
tad technical director; and Mike Matkov- 
ic, Matt Reis and Pablo Moreira assistant 
coaches. 

MINNESOTA UNITED - Acquired D 
Ike Opara from Sporting Kansas City for 
$900,000 in targeted allocation money 
and up to $100,000 in future TAM consid¬ 
erations. 

NEW YORK CITY FC - Signed G Luis 
Barraza. 

National Premier Soccer League 

NEW YORK COSMOS - Signed G San¬ 
tiago Castano. 

COLLEGE 

NCAA — Announced Miami men’s bas¬ 
ketball F Dewan Hernandez must sit out 
the remainder of this season and 40 per¬ 
cent of next season because of dealings 
with an agent. 

HOFSTRA — Named Scott Muggeo 
women’s golf coach. 

KENTUCKY STATE - Named Charlie 
Jackson football coach. 

LSU — Named Joe Brady passing game 
coordinator/receivers coach. 

MiAMi — Junior F Dewan Hernandez 
announced he will enter the NBA Draft. 

NORTH CAROLINA - Named Billy High 


College hockey 


Men’s Division I poii 


MINNEAPOLIS - The top 20 teams in 
the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey 
poll, compiled by U.S. College Hockey 
Online, with first-place votes in paren¬ 
theses, records through Jan. 27 and pre¬ 
vious ranking: 


Record Pts Pvs 

1. St. Cloud state (33) 

2. UMass (3) 

3. Minnesota Duluth (7) 16-6- 

4. Ohio State (6) "" 

5. Quinnipiac (1) 

6. Minnesota State 

7. Denver 

8. Western Michigan 

9. Providence 15-7-4 546 14 

10. Clarkson 

11. Notre Dame 

12. Northeastern 

13. Bowling Green 
13. Cornell 

15. Penn State 

16. Arizona State 

17. UMass Lowell 

18. Union 1 

19. Harvard 1 

20. Lake Superior 1 

Others receiving votes: 

70, Yale 19, Air Force 7, Boston University 
7, American International 2, Bemidji St. 1. 


5-0 920 


6-1 424 12 

0-2 224 15 

0-1 221 17 

' ' 195 19 

168 16 
6-3 101 - 

99 18 

North Dakota 


College basketball 

1 

Tennis 

1 

Golf 


Men’s AP Top 25 poll 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ college basketball poll, with first- 
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Jan. 27, total points based on 
25 points for a first-place vote through 
one point for a 25th-place vote and last 
week’s ranking: 


1. Tennessee (48) 

2. Duke (12) 

3. Virginia (4) 

4. Gonzaga 

5. Michigan 

6. Michigan St. 

7. Kentucky 

8. Nevada 

9. North Carolina 

10. Marquette 

11. Kansas 

12. Virginia Tech 

13. Houston 

14. Villanova 

15. Louisville 

16. Texas Tech 

17. Purdue 

18. Buffalo 

19. LSU 

20. Iowa St. 

21. Maryland 

22. Mississippi St. 

23. NC State 

24. Wisconsin 

25. Florida St. 


Record Pts Prv 

18-1 1575 1 

17- 2 1527 2 

18- 1 1473 3 

19- 2 1382 4 

19-1 1381 5 

18- 3 1235 6 

16-3 1226 8 

19- 1 1158 7 

15- 4 1065 11 

18-3 973 12 

16- 4 972 9 


16-4 734 18 

15- 5 658 23 

16- 4 561 14 

14- 6 532 - 

18-2 468 14 

16-3 435 25 

15- 5 - ‘ • 

16- 5 

15- 4 

16- 4 

14- 6 

15- 5 


179 
141 

Others receiving votes: Auburn 85, 
Cincinnati 76, Washington 75, Kansas St. 
73, Oklahoma 41, Iowa 28, Wofford 10, 
Hofstra 9, Mississippi 7, TCU 7, Nebraska 
6, Davidson 5, Syracuse 3, Minnesota 1. 

USA Today Top 25 Poll 

The top 25 teams in the USA Today 
men’s college basketball poll, with first- 
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Jan. 27, points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote and previous 
ranking: 


1. Tennessee (31) 

2. Duke (1) 

3. Virginia 

4. Gonzaga 

5. Michigan 

6. Kentucky 

7. Nevada 

8. Michigan State 

9. Marquette 

10. North Carolina 

11. Virginia Tech 

12. Kansas 

13. Houston 

14. Villanova 

15. Texas Tech 

16. Louisville 

17. Buffalo 

18. Purdue 

19. LSU 

20. Iowa State 

21. Mississippi State 

22. N.C. State 

23. Wisconsin 

24. Maryland 

25. Iowa 


Record Pts Pvs 

18-1 799 1 

17- 2 755 2 

18- 1 733 3 

19- 2 701 4 

19-1 679 6 

16-3 599 9 

19-1 589 7 


16-4 455 10 
20-1 424 17 
16-4 385 18 
16-4 280 13 
15-5 255 24 
18-2 241 14 


16-3 

15-5 

15- 4 

16- 4 
14-6 
16-5 
16-5 


64 21 


Florida State 57, Mississippi 51, Cincin¬ 
nati 44, Oklahoma 38, Kansas State 35, 
Washington 29, Furman 10, North Texas 
10, Arizona State 6, Baylor 4, TCU 4, Wof¬ 
ford 4, Hofstra 2, Texas State 1. 


Monday’s men’s scores 

SOUTH 

Alabama A&M 71, Alcorn St. 62 
Alabama St. 69, Southern U. 65 
Coppin St. 95, Bethune-Cookman 91 
Florida A&M 72, Morgan St. 66 
Howard 72, Md.-Eastern Shore 57 
NC Central 82, Savannah St. 78 
Texas Southern 65, MVSU 62 
MIDWEST 
Duke 83, Notre Dame 61 
SOUTHWEST 
Baylor 77, Oklahoma 47 
Prairie View 79, Ark.-Pine Bluff 63 
Texas Tech 84, TCU 65 
FAR WEST 

N. Arizona 80, S. Utah 77, OT 


Men’s Top 25 schedule 

Tuesday’s games 

No. 1 Tennessee at South Carolina 
No. 3 Virginia at No. 23 N.C. State 
No. 5 Michigan vs. Ohio State 
No. 7 Kentucky at Vanderbilt 
No.8NevadaatUNLV 
No. 9 North Carolina at Georgia Tech 
No. 11 Kansas at Texas 
No. 18 Buffalo vs. Ball State 
No. 21 Maryland vs. Northwestern 
No. 22 Mississippi State at Alabama 
No. 24 Wisconsin at Nebraska 
Wednesday’s games 
No. 10 Marquette at Butler 
No. 12 Virginia Tech at Miami 
No. 14 Villanova at DePaul 
No. 15 Louisville at Wake Forest 
No. 19 LSU at Texas A&M 
No. 20 Iowa State vs. West Virginia 
Thursday’s games 
No. 4 Gonzaga at BYU 
No. 13 Houston vs. Temple 
No. 17 Purdue at Penn State 
Friday’s games 
No. 5 Michigan at Iowa 
No. 18 Buffalo at Bowling Green 
No. 21 Maryland at No. 24 Wisconsin 
Saturday's games 
No. 1 Tennessee at Texas A&M 
No. 2 Duke vs. St. John’s 
No. 3 Virginia vs. Miami 
No. 4 Gonzaga vs. San Diego 


No. 6 Michigan State vs. Indiana 
No. 7 Kentucky at Florida 
No. 8 Nevada vs. Boise State 
No. 9 North Carolina at No. 15 Louis¬ 
ville 

No. 11 Kansas vs. No. 16 Texas Tech 
No. 12 Virginia Tech at No. 23 N.C. 
State 

No. 19 LSU vs. Arkansas 

No. 20 Iowa State vs. Texas 

No. 22 Mississippi State at Mississippi 

No. 25 Florida State vs. Georgia Tech 

Sunday’s games 

No. 14 Villanova vs. Georgetown at 
Wells Fargo Center 

No. 17 Purdue vs. Minnesota 


Women’s AP Top 25 poll 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ women’s college basketball poll, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Jan. 27, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and last week’s ranking: 


1. Baylor (24) 

2. UConn (2) 

3. Louisville (2) 

4. Oregon 

5. Notre Dame 

6. Mississippi St. 

7. NC State 

8. Stanford 

9. Oregon St. 

10. Marquette 

11. Maryland 

12. Texas 

13. Iowa 

14. Utah 

15. Gonzaga 

16. South Carolina 

17. Rutgers 

18. Syracuse 

19. Kentucky 

20. Texas A&M 

21. Arizona St. 

22. Michigan St. 

23. Iowa St. 


Record Pts Prv 


2 


17-1 


20-0 541 

17-2 488 

17- 3 460 

18- 3 452 


16-4 338 17 


16-4 256 14 

16- 4 253 13 

17- 4 222 15 

16- 4 142 24 

14- 6 127 16 

15- 5 109 23 

15-5 106 20 

17- 3 73 22 

_ 17-3 47 

Others receiving votes: Miami 34, 
Drake 30, South Dakota 10, DePaul 7, Mis¬ 
souri 7, New Mexico 4, California2, Clem- 
son 2, Minnesota 1, Rice 1, UCF 1. 


Monday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

CCSU63, LIU Brooklyn 57 
Fairleigh Dickinson 63, Bryant 53 
Mount St. Mary’s 78, St. Francis Brook¬ 
lyn 75 

Robert Morris 64, Sacred Heart 46 
St. Francis (Pa.) 107, Wagner 70 

SOUTH 

Alabama A&M 87, Alcorn St. 69 
Alabama St. 78, Southern U. 61 
Bethune-Cookman 71, Coppin St. 65 
Md.-Eastern Shore 80, Howard 73 
Morgan St. 75, Florida A&M 71 
NC Central 71, Savannah St. 67 
South Carolina 80, Vanderbilt 69 
Texas Southern 68, MVSU 50 
MIDWEST 

Ohio St. 65, Minnesota 55 

SOUTHWEST 

Prairie View 80, Ark.-Pine Bluff 41 
West Virginia 64, Texas 58 

FAR WEST 

N. Arizona 78, S. Utah 69 


Women’s Top 25 schedule 

Tuesday’s game 

No. 23 Iowa State vs. Texas Tech 
Wednesday’s game 
No. 1 Baylor at Oklahoma State 
Thursday’s games 
No. 2 UConn at No. 3 Louisville 
No. 5 Notre Dame at Clemson 
No. 6 Mississippi State at LSU 
No. 7 N.C. State at Wake Forest 
No. 8 Stanford at Caliifornia 
No. 11 Maryland vs. Wisconsin 
No. 13 Iowa at Michigan 
No. 15 Gonzaga at Pacific 
No. 16 South Carolina at No. 19 Ken¬ 
tucky 

No. 17 Rutgers vs. Indiana 
No. 18 Syracuse vs. Virginia 
No. 20 Texas A&M vs. Vanderbilt 
No. 22 Michigan State vs. Penn State 
No. 24 Florida State vs. Miami 
No. 25 BYU at Loyola Marymount 
Friday’s games 
No. 4 Oregon vs. No. 14 Utah 
No. 9 Oregon State vs. Colorado 
No. 21 Arizona State vs. Arizona 
Saturday’s games 
No. 1 Baylor vs. Texas Tech 
No. 2 UConn at Cincinnati 
No. 3 Louisville at Clemson 
No. 8 Stanford vs. California 
No. 12 Texas at Oklahoma 
No. 15 Gonzaga at Saint Mary’s 
No. 23 Iowa State at Kansas State 
No. 25 BYU at Pepperdine 

Sunday’s games 
No. 4 Oregon vs. Colorado 
No. 5 Notre Dame vs. Georgia Tech 
No. 6 Mississippi State at Alabama 
No. 7 N.C. State vs. North Carolina 
No. 9 Oregon State vs. No. 14 Utah 
No. 10 Marquette at DePaul 
No. 13 Iowa at Penn State 
No. 16 South Carolina at Arkansas 
No. 17 Rutgers at Minnesota 
No. 19 Kentucky vs. Florida 
No. 20 Texas A&M at Mississippi 
No. 22 Michigan State vs. Purdue 
No. 24 Florida State vs. Wake Forest 


St. Petersburg Ladies Trophy 

Monday 
Sibur Arena 
St. Petersburg, Russia 
Surface:^ Hard-Indoor 

First Sound 

Alison Van Uytvanck, Belgium, def. 
Kirsten Flipkens, Belgium, 6-2,6-4. 

Vera Zvonareva, Russia, def. Ekaterina 
Makarova, Russia, 6-3, 6-4. 

Maria Sharapova, Russia, def. Daria 
Gavrilova, Australia, 6-0, 6-4. 


World ranking 


andra Panova, Russia, def. Kristina Mlad- 
enovic, France, and Galina Voskoboeva 
(2), Kazakhstan, 6-3, 4-6,10-7. 

Daria Mishina and Ekaterina Shalimo- 
va, Russia, def. Monique Adamczak and 
Jessica Moore, Australia, 6-2, 6-4. 


Thailand Open 


Monday 
True Arena Hua Hin 
Hua Hin, Thailand 
Surface:^ Hard-Indoor 

First Round 

Ajia Tomljanovic (6), Australia, def. 
Stefanie Voegele, Switzerland, 6-1, 7-6 
(6). 

Mona Barthel, Germany, def. Fiona 
Ferro, France, 6-1,1-6, 6-4. 

Kateryna Kozlova, Ukraine, def. Conny 
Perrin, Switzerland, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3. 

Dayana Yastremska (8), Ukraine, def. 
Arantxa Rus, Netherlands, 6-0, 6-3. 

Peng Shuai, China, def. Chloe Paquet, 
France, 6-2, 6-3. 

Irina-Camelia Begu, Romania, def. Ev¬ 
geniya Rodina, Russia, 6-2, 6-0. 

Monica Niculescu, Romania, def. Hsieh 
Su-wei (3), Taiwan, 6-4, 7-6 (2). 

Magda Linette, Poland, def. Priscilla 
Hon, Australia, 6-1, 2-6, 6-2. 


First Round 

Kurumi Nara, Japan, and Zheng Sai- 
sai, China, def. Nudnida Luangnam and 
Peangtarn Plipuech, Thailand, 6-1, 7-5. 

Han Xinyun, China, and Darija Jurak, 
Croatia, def. Sabine Lisicki, Germany, 
and Ajia Tomljanovic, Australia, 6-4, 1-6, 
12-10. 


AP sportlight 


1. Justin Rose 

2. Brooks Koepka 

3. Dustin Johnson 

4. Justin Thomas 

5. Bryson DeChambeau 

6. Jon Rahm 

7. Xander Schauffele 

8. Rory Mcliroy 

9. Francesco Molinari 

10. Jason Day 

11. Tony Finau 

12. Tiger Woods 

13. Tommy Fleetwood 

14. Rickie Fowler 

15. Patrick Reed 

16. Marc Leishman 

17. Patrick Cantlay 

18. Bubba Watson 

19. Webb Simpson 

20. Jordan Spieth 

21. Alex Noren 

22. Paul Casey 

23. Matt Kuchar 

24. Gary Woodland 

25. Louis Oosthuizen 

26. Hideki Matsuyama 

27. Sergio Garcia 

28. Cameron Smith 

29. Phil Mickelson 

30. Adam Scott 

31. Tyrrell Hatton 

32. Rafa Cabrera Bello 

33. Keegan Bradley 

34. Henrik Stenson 

35. Ian Poulter 

36. Matt Wallace 

37. Kyle Stanley 

38. Billy Horschel 

39. Eddie Pepperrell 

40. Matthew Fitzpatrick 

41. Shane Lowry 

42. Kiradech Aphibarnrat 

43. Thorbjorn Olesen 

44. Li Haotong 

45. Kevin Kisner 

46. Andrew Putnam 

47. Lucas Bjerregaard 

48. Emiliano Grille 

49. Brandt Snedeker 

50. Kevin Na 


ENG 

USA 

USA 

USA 

USA 


AUS 

USA 

USA 

ENG 

USA 

USA 

AUS 

USA 

USA 

USA 

USA 

SWE 

ENG 

USA 

USA 


AUS 

USA 

AUS 

ENG 

ESP 

USA 

SWE 

ENG 

ENG 

USA 

USA 

ENG 

ENG 


CHN 

USA 

USA 

DEN 

ARG 

USA 

USA 


5.76 

5.36 

5.36 

5.18 


Jan. 30 

1926 — The major league rules com¬ 
mittee mandates that pitchers must 
have access to a rosin bag. 

1971 — UCLA starts its 88-game win¬ 
ning streak with a 74-61 win over UC 
Santa Barbara. 

1983 — John Riggins rushes for a Su¬ 
per Bowl-record 166 yards on 38 carries 
to spark the Washington Redskins to a 
come-from-behind, 27-17 victory over the 
Miami Dolphins. For Riggins, the game’s 
MVP, it’s his fourth consecutive 100-yard 
rushing game during the playoffs, also a 
record. 

1992 — Jockey Mike Smith wins six 
races in one day at Aqueduct Racetrack 
for the second time m the month. His 
first six-winner day at Aqueduct was on 
Jan. 13. 

1994 — The Dallas Cowboys, behind 
MVP Emmitt Smith and safety James 
Washington, beats Buffalo 30-13 for their 
second straight NFL title while giving the 
Bills four straight Super Bowl losses. 

1996 — Magic Johnson finishes with 
19 points, 10 assists and eight rebounds 
in the Los Angeles Lakers’ 128-118 vic¬ 
tory over Golden State. It Johnson’s first 
regular-season game back from a 4 1/2- 
season retirement. 

1999 — Martina Hingis wins her fifth 
Grand Slam title and third-straight Aus¬ 
tralian Open with a 6-2, 6-3 victory over 
France’s Amelie Mauresmo. 

2000 — The St. Louis Rams hold on 
to beat the Tennessee Titans 23-16 in 
the Super Bowl. Kurt Warner’s 73-yard 
touchdown pass to Isaac Bruce with 
1:54 left gives the Rams the lead. On the 
game’s final play with six seconds left, 
Steve McNair’s pass is caught by Kevin 
Dyson at the Rams 5. He scrambles for 
the end zone only to be stopped just 
one yard short by Mike Jones as Dyson’s 
outstretched arm holds the ball near the 
goal line. 

2001 — Daron Rahives wins the super 
giant slalom, the first American to cap¬ 
ture the event at the world champion¬ 
ships. 

2006 — Teemu Selanne scores two 
goals for his 1,000th career point in Ana¬ 
heim’s 4-3 overtime victory against Los 
Angeles. 

2009 — Rafael Nadal holds off Fernan¬ 
do Verdasco in longest match in Austra¬ 
lian Open history. Verdasco double-faults 
after saving two match points, and Nadal 
wins 6-7 (4), 6-4, 7-6 (2), 6-7 (1), 6-4 in the 
5-hour, 14-minute semifinal between the 
Spanish left-handers. 

2016 — Angelique Kerber upsets Ser¬ 
ena Williams 6-4, 3-6, 6-4 to win the Aus¬ 
tralian Open title, ending the six-time 
champion’s unbeaten streak in finals at 
Melbourne Park. 

2018 — James Harden becomes the 
first player in NBA history to score 60 
points as part of a triple-double and the 
short-handed Houston Rockets beat the 
Orlando Magic 114-107. Harden scores 18 
points in the fourth quarter to eclipse the 
57 points Calvin Murphy scored in 1978 
to break Houston’s single-game scoring 
record. Harden also has 10 rebounds and 
11 assists. 


FedEx Cup leaders 

Through Jan. 27 

Points Money 

1. Xander Schauffele 1,128 $3,138,773 

2. Matt Kuchar 1,050 $2,555,593 

3. Gary Woodland 845 $2,404,620 

4. Marc Leishman 

5. Charles Howell III 

6. Justin Rose 


$2,015,291 
796 $1,840,949 

720 $1,894,795 

7. Bryson DeChambeau 660 $1,638,000 


8. Kevin Tway 

9. Brooks Koepka 

10. Cameron Champ 

11. Andrew Putnam 

12. Patrick Cantlay 

13. Adam Long 

14. Tony Finau 

15. Adam Scott 

16. Adam Hadwin 

17. Danny Lee 

18. Brandt Snedeker 

19. Emiliano Grillo 

20. Patrick Rodgers 

21. Scott Piercy 

22. Justin Thomas 

23. Jason Day 

24. Sam Ryder 

25. Chez Reavie 

26. Corey Conners 

27. Talor Gooch 

28. Jon Rahm 

29. Ryan Palmer 

30. Webb Simpson 

31. Abraham Ancer 

32. J.J. Spaun 

33. Chesson Hadley 

34. Sungjae Im 

35. Phil Mickelson 

36. Lucas Glover 

37. Ryan Moore 


38. Richy Werenski 269 

39. Harold Varner III 265 

40. Billy Horschel 252 

41. Hideki Matsuyama 243 

42. Luke List 242 

43. Cameron Smith 238 

44. Patrick Reed 231 

45. Rafa Cabrera Bello 231 

46. Patton Kizzire 230 

47. Keegan Bradley 227 

48. Si Woo Kim 223 

49. Rory Mcliroy 221 

50. Brice Garnett 216 


651 $1,468,218 

593 $1,904,000 

592 $1,454,105 

536 $1,318,184 

505 $1,206,823 

504 $1,075,568 

435 $1,334,684 

420 $1,098,300 

411 $1,001,380 

402 $1,001,827 

389 $889,728 

385 $898,290 

372 $835,452 

359 $941,514 

351 $853,965 

334 $919,483 

333 $794,965 

332 $821,518 

331 $833,813 

328 $769,800 

321 $749,050 

321 $926,184 

318 $727,875 

317 $724,756 

316 $823,050 

296 $756,793 

293 $628,022 

289 $600,160 

279 $626,827 

271 $626,960 

269 $614,808 

$566,111 
$573,717 
$622,961 
$551,990 


$530,010 

$695,365 

$550,360 

$524,133 

$476,817 

$614,796 

$496,303 


LPGA money leaders 

h Jan. 20 


1. Eun-Hee Ji 

2. Mirim Lee 

3. Nelly Korda 

4. Moriya Jutanugarn 

4. Shanshan Feng 

5. Stacy Lewis 

5. Brooke M. Henderson 
3. Lydia Ko 
3. Georgia Hall 


Georgia Hall 1 

Lexi Thompson 1 

Gaby Lopez 1 

Annie Park 1 

In Gee Chun 1 

Cristie Kerr 1 

Amy Yang 1 

Marina Alex 1 

Nasa Hataoka 1 

Danielle Kang 1 

Ariya Jutanugarn 1 

Mi Hyang Lee 1 

Anna Nordqvist 1 

Brittany Lincicome 1 

Katherine Kirk 1 

Pernilla Lindberg 1 

Sei Young Kim 1 

Thidapa Suwannapural 


$180,000 

$147,962 

$107,336 

$74,933 

$74,933 

$50,225 

$50,225 

$40,100 

$36,049 

$31,593 

$31,593 

$27,461 

$27,461 

$24,221 

$24,221 

$21,629 

$21,629 

$19,334 

$19,334 

$19,334 

$17,984 

$17,012 

$17,012 

$16,040 

$15,473 

$14,906 
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Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, January 30,2019 


NHL 



Capitals left wing Alex Ovechkin skates past the Sharks bench as he celebrates his goal for a hat trick 
on Jan. 22. There have been 61 hat tricks through the first 770 games of the season. That is the most 
since 1995-96, according to research by the NHL stats and information department. 

Easy as 2, 3 

Hat tricks on the rise across the league this season 


By Pat Graham 
Associated Press 

DENVER — In keeping with 
hockey tradition, a tip of the 
cap to honor Alex Ovechkin and 
Patrik Laine. 

They’ve each recorded a hat 
trick of hat tricks this season. 

Easy as one, two, three. Or so it 
may seem. 

Around the league, there have 
been 61 hat tricks through the 
first 770 games of the season — 
the most since 1995-96 (62), ac¬ 
cording to research by the NHL 
stats and information department. 
Leading the surge are Ovechkin 
of Washington and Laine of Win¬ 
nipeg with three each. 

Hold on to your hat, there’s more: 
There was at least one three-goal 
scorer in 10 of the 13 days leading 
into to the All-Star break. 

“I think the reason why,” Ava¬ 
lanche forward Mikko Rantanen 
succinctly surmised, “is because 
scoring around the league is up.” 

Simple, yes. But on target, too. 

There have been 132 instances 
of a team scoring six or more 
goals in a game so far, which is the 
most since 2005-06. Teams are 
averaging 3.03 goals per game, 
which is on pace for the highest- 
scoring season since the 3.14 in, 
you guessed it, 1995-96. There 
has been an 18 percent increase 
in scoring since the post-expan¬ 
sion low of 2.57 goals per game 
for teams in 2003-04, before a 
lockout led to rule changes. 

Naturally, hat tricks figure to go 
hand-in-hand with the escalation. 

“It’s exciting and not some¬ 
thing everyone has done,” said 
Nashville forward Austin Watson, 
who had his first NHL hat trick 
on Nov. 25 against Anaheim. “It’s 
a cool achievement.” 


Long associated with cricket 
and soccer, the term hat trick 
appears to have made its way 
into the mainstream hockey ver¬ 
nacular when a Toronto business¬ 
man offered a hat to any player 
who scored three goals during 
an NHL game while visiting his 
town. As the legend goes, Chi¬ 
cago forward Alex Kaleta went 
into the shop in 1946 and found a 
fedora he fancied, according to an 
NHL.com story. Only, he didn’t 
have the funds to purchase it. The 
business owner offered to give it 
to Kaleta free of charge should 
he score three goals against the 
Maple Leafs. 

Kaleta had four. Presto, a hat 
trick. 

These days, hat tricks come in 
a variety of forms. There’s the 
natural one (three straight goals 
by a player), traditional (any 
three goals, sometimes culminat¬ 
ing with a late empty-netter) and 
of course the “Gordie Howe” (a 
goal, assist and a fight). 

The achievement of a hat trick 
has long been celebrated with fans 
tossing their hats on the ice. Ever 
wonder where all those hats go? 
The Avs, for one, donate the caps 
to the Denver Rescue Mission. 

The fastest NHL hat trick took 
just 21 seconds by Chicago’s Bill 
Mosienko (1952). The most in a 
career? Wayne Gretzky, who had 
50. Ovechkin has the most of any 
active player with 23. 

They’re far from common 
— this year’s total of 61 so far is 
just 8 percent of all games. The 
Great One needed 1,487 games to 
get his 50. 

All the increased scoring 
means the feat may someday lose 
a bit of its luster. But not yet. 

“It’s a pretty hard thing to do,” 
said Minnesota forward Jason 


Zucker, who had a hat trick on 
Nov. 9, 2017. “Scoring any goal in 
this league is a hard thing to do. 
To do three in one game is pretty 
incredible.” 

Ovechkin had two in a four-day 
window this season, while Laine 
had a pair over a six-day span, in¬ 
cluding a five-goal game on Nov. 
24. 

Avalanche captain Gabriel 
Landeskog gave his first hat trick 
on Nov. 11, 2017, against Wash¬ 
ington the royal treatment. He 
has the puck in a case with the 
game sheet and a picture. He said 
he doesn’t have his puck from the 
second one, which happened a 
month later. 

“I don’t think guys are going 
out there trying to score hat 
tricks,” the All-Star Landeskog 
said. “Guys are going out there 
trying to help the team win.” 

As for why there are so many 
hat tricks this season, Zucker has 
a simple deduction. 

“It’s the speed. It’s the skill. 
It’s the sticks, the way guys shoot 
pucks now,” Zucker explained. 
“Guys don’t even have to try to 
shoot pucks — the sticks do a lot 
of the work for us.” 

No need to convince Minneso¬ 
ta’s All-Star goaltender Devan 
Dubnyk of that. 

“Teams are discovering ways 
to create chances and figure how 
pucks actually go in the net and 
not just thinking if you throw 50 
pucks at the net that you’re going 
to score a bunch of goals,” Dub¬ 
nyk said. “It’s understanding how 
to create offense. You can see it 
throughout the league this year. 
There’s a lot of offensive creativ¬ 
ity and it’s making it tough for de¬ 
fenses and tough for goalies.” 


Scoreboard Roundup 


Eastern Conference 


Tampa Bay 

Toronto 

Montreal 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

37 10 2 76 199 140 


49 30 17 


62 174 140 
61 154 149 
59 143 128 
54 140 144 
48 152 170 
45 145 172 
43 156 187 


51 28 18 

Boston 49 27 17 

Buffalo 48 24 18 

Florida 48 20 20 

Detroit 51 19 25 

Ottawa 50 19 26 . .. 

Metropoiitan Division 
N.Y. Islanders 49 29 15 5 63 147 122 

Washington 50 27 17 6 60 171 162 

Coiumbus 48 28 17 3 59 154 146 

Pittsburgh 49 26 17 6 58 172 152 

Caroiina 50 24 20 6 54 140 149 

N.Y. Rangers 48 21 20 7 49 139 164 

Phiiadeiphia 49 20 23 6 46 142 170 

New Jersey 49 19 23 7 45 146 167 

Western Conference 

Centrai Division 
— ■ ■ OT Pts GF GA 

2 64 168 137 

4 64 161 135 

3 55 142 142 

4 52 126 128 

52 169 162 

49 139 149 

45 156 190 


Winnipeg 

Nashviiie 

Minnesota 

Coiorado 
St. Louis 
Chicago 


49 22 22 5 

51 18 24 9 

Pacific Division 

51 33 13 5 


Caigary 
San Jose 
Vegas 
Vancouver 
Anaheim 
Arizona 
Edmonton 
LosAngeies 

NOTE: Two points for a win, 


51 21 21 

50 23 23 
50 23 24 


71 190 145 
65 187 167 
62 157 140 
52 147 161 
51 120 153 
50 132 142 
49 144 163 
114 150 


for overtime ioss. Top three teams ii. 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to piayoffs. 
Sunday’s games 
No games scheduied 

Monday’s games 
New Jersey 6, Pittsburgh 3 
Phiiadeiphia 3, Winnipeg 1 
Tuesday’s games 
Winnipeg at Boston 
Buffalo at Columbus 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Rangers 
Wednesday’s games 
Tampa Bay at Pittsburgh 
Buffalo at Dallas 

Thursday’s games 
N.Y. Rangers at New Jersey 
Philadelphia at Boston 
Columbus at Winnipeg 

Monday 

Devils 6, Penguins 3 

New Jersey 2 2 2-6 

Pittsburgh 0 1 2-3 

First Period— 1, New Jersey, Zajac 12 
(Wood, Santini), 13:08. 2, New Jersey, Se¬ 
verson 7 (Coleman, Zajac), 14:53. 

Second Period— 3, New Jersey, Boyle 13 
(Zacha), 3:30 (sh). 4, Pittsburgh, Brassard 
9 (Riikoia, Pettersson), 4:28. 5, New Jer¬ 
sey, Coieman 18 (Butcher, Zajac), 12:57. 

Third Period— 6 , New Jersey, Paimieri 
23 (Zajac, Johansson), 11:42 (pp). 7, Pitts¬ 
burgh, Cuilen 5,12:30 (sh). 8, New Jersey, 
Zacha 8 (Greene), 13:37 (pp). 9, Pitts¬ 
burgh, Rust 12 (Dumoulin, Maikin), 18:03. 

Shots on Goai— New Jersey 12-13-7— 
32. Pittsburgh 10-12-18-40. 

Power-piay opportunities— New Jer¬ 
sey 2 of 5; Pittsburgh 0 of 5. 

Goaiies— New Jersey, Kinkaid 14-14-6 
(40 shots-37 saves). Pittsburgh, Murray 
14-7-1 (32-26). 

A-18,609 (18,387). T-2:32. 

Flyers 3, Jets 1 

Winnipeg 0 1 0-1 

Philadelphia 0 2 1-3 

Second Period— 1, Philadelphia, Varone 

2 (Raffi, Folin), 9:47. 2, Winnipeg, Rosiovic 

3 (Littie, Trouba), 12:59 (pp). 3, Phiiadei¬ 
phia, Konecny 13 (MacDonald), 18:46. 

Third Period— 4, Philadelphia, van 
Riemsdyk 13 (Konecny), 16:25. 

Shots on Goai-Winnipeg 11-12-9-32. 
Phiiadeiphia 8-12-11—31. 

Power-piay opportunities— Winnipeg 
1 of 3; Phiiadeiphia 0 of 2. 

Goaiies— Winnipeg, Brossoit 10-2-1 (31 
shots-28 saves). Phiiadeiphia, Hart 7-5-1 
(32-31). 

A-19,087 (19,543). T-2:29. 



Matt Slocum/AP 

The Flyers’ Carter Hart blocks 
a shot during the third period 
Monday against the Jets in 
Philadelphia. 


Hart helps 
Flyers get 
past Jets 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Carter 
Hart has earned the nickname 
Starter Hart in Philly. 

Why sit him? 

The most popular Flyers rookie 
this side of Gritty the mascot has 
certainly turned into their most 
productive one — and Hart has 
sparked a franchise on the brink 
of a breakup with a gleam of hope 
for the future. 

Phil Varone, Travis Konecny 
and James van Riemsdyk scored 
to lead Philadelphia to its season- 
high fourth straight win, 3-1 over 
the Winnipeg Jets on Monday 
night. 

Hart has won all four of those 
games in goal for the Flyers, a 
needed highlight for one of the 
worst teams in the NHL. He 
stopped 31 shots against the Jets 
and won his seventh game since 
his late-December call-up. 

“I feel comfortable at this 
level,” Hart said. “The boards are 
the same, the ice is the same, just 
got to go out and play. That’s the 
approach that I have to have.” 

Varone knocked in his sec¬ 
ond goal of the season midway 
through the second period for a 
1-0 lead. Jack Rosiovic tied it on 
a deflection. 

Konecny snapped the tie on a 
redirection past Laurent Brossoit 
with 1:14 left in the second for 
his 13th goal of the season. Hart 
made the lead stand up and van 
Riemsdyk scored late to help the 
Flyers build a modest winning 
streak against four teams with 
winning records. 

“I thought we played fine,” 
Brossoit said. “I thought we out¬ 
played them, for the most part. 
The goalie on the other end had a 
good game.” 

The rest of the league should 
soon know the goalie on the other 
end’s name. 

The Flyers can stick the 20- 
year-old Hart on the untouchable 
list, too. 

Hart made a spot start in the 
minors Saturday to stay sharp be¬ 
cause the Flyers’ bye week blend¬ 
ed into the All-Star break. 

“That was good for all of us to 
have that week off just to kind 
of not think about hockey and 
get a little bit of time away from 
the game so we can make a push 
here,” Hart said. 

Devils 6, Penguins 3: Travis 
Z^ac had a goal and three assists, 
Keith Kinkaid made 37 saves anci 
visiting New Jersey had little 
trouble over sluggish Pittsburgh. 

Pavel Zacha, Damon Severson, 
Brian Boyle, Blake Coleman anci 
Kyle Paimieri also scored as New 
Jersey snapped a three-game 
skid. The NHL’s worst road team 
improved to 6-17-3 away from 
home. Two of those wins have 
come at the expense of the Pen¬ 
guins, who have dropped four of 
five overall and looked a step slow 
following a nine-day break. 
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NHL _ 

Coyotes battle injuries, 
remain in playoff hunt 



The Toronto Maple Leafs acquired defenseman Jake Muzzin from the Los Angeles 
Kings for a first-round pick and two prospects. 

Leafs bolster blue line 
with trade for Muzzin 


By John Marshall 

Associated Press 

GLENDALE, Ariz. — The Arizona Coy¬ 
otes lost their starting goalie for the season, 
normally a crushing blow for a team’s play¬ 
off chances. 

The hits literally kept coming. 

Their dynamic new player, gone for the 
year. Their leading scorer, out indefinitely. 
Six regular players, missing from the line¬ 
up at one point. Just when it couldn’t seem 
to get any worse, captain Oliver Ekman- 
Larsson went down just before the All-Star 
break. 

“I’m expecting the worst; that’s just the 
way we’re living right now,” Coyotes coach 
Rick Tocchet said while awaiting results 
on Ekman-Larsson’s MRI. “I’m usually a 
positive guy, but I’m expecting the worst. 
It’s just weird.” 

Thankfully for the Coyotes, the news on 
Ekman-Larsson didn’t go the same route as 
the other injured players before him. He’s 
only day-to-day. 

The best news: Despite all the roster at¬ 
trition, Arizona is still in the playoff mix. 

Relying on leadership from their veteran 
players, a scrappy group of young players 
filling bigger roles and superb coaching by 
Tocchet, the Coyotes will start the second 
half of the season 
two points out of 
the final Western 
Conference play¬ 
off spot after clos¬ 
ing the first half 
10 - 2 - 2 . 

“The number 
and types of in¬ 
juries we’ve had, 
it’s hard to under¬ 
stand, to believe 
that they’re even 
real,” Coyotes 
GM John Chayka 
said. “At some 
point, adversity 
hits and you have 
to decide whether 
you’re going to shy away from it or embrace 
it. Teams form the character of their coach 
and guys are looking to Toe to see how he 
reacts. To his credit, he’s embraced the 
challenge, fought through it and guys have 
followed his lead.” 

Antti Raanta struggled with injuries in 
his first season as a No. 1 goalie a year ago 
before playing well down Arizona’s strong 
closing stretch of the 2018-19 season. Raan¬ 
ta kept his roll going early this season, only 
to have it end after 12 games due to a lower- 
body injury. 

Three of Arizona’s four regular centers, 
Christian Dvorak, Nick Schmaltz and Brad 


Richardson, went down with injuries. So 
did Jason Demers, Ekman-Larsson’s part¬ 
ner on the top defensive pairing. Defense- 
man Jakob Chychrun has been limited to 
32 games due to lingering knee issues from 
ACL surgery last year and forward Michael 
Grabner suffered a gruesome eye injury 
after taking a stick to the face. Grabner re¬ 
cently started skating again. 

The cliche of taking it game by game be¬ 
came a reality in the desert. 

“Sometimes I can’t tell you who we’re 
playing three days from now,” Tocchet said. 
“My mind is just on that team, our roster, 
our practice that day and we’ll deal with 
what we deal with the next day. There’s al¬ 
ways something that comes up the next day 
and we’ve just focused on that as a team. 
Our energy level is better when we do that. 
I think when we start looking at different 
scenarios down the road, our focus isn’t 
there, even as a staff It’s helped us taking 
it day by day. I know it’s a cliche, but that’s 
really us.” 

Schmaltz dazzled after being traded from 
Chicago, racking up five goals and nine as¬ 
sists in 17 games. He’s out for the season 
after suffering a knee injury. Richardson 
was Arizona’s leading scorer when he went 
out with a hand injury. He’s listed as week 
to week. 

With so many key players out, the Coy¬ 
otes have been forced to rely on players 
who have taken on bigger-than-expected 
roles. 

Conor Garland has had an immediate im¬ 
pact, scoring nine goals — one with his face 
— with three assists in 23 games. Darcy 
Kuemper has played well since Raanta’s 
injury and Ilya Lyubushkin has been solid 
on defense. 

Veterans like Ekman-Larsson, Richard¬ 
son, Derek Stepan and Niklas Hjalmarsson 
have reinforced the coaching staff’s mes¬ 
sage, pushing the younger players to fight 
through the adversity. 

“I had a meeting with those guys last 
month and told them I’m going to really 
need you guys to preach what we’re say¬ 
ing,” Tocchet said. “We have a lot of young 
guys and they’re going to be looking for di¬ 
rection. They’re going to get tired of hear¬ 
ing my voice and we really need you guys to 
step up. They’ve done a terrific job in being 
an extension of the coaching staff, made 
sure the younger players have bought in.” 

Tocchet has been the rudder through 
choppy ice, getting the players to believe 
and stick to the system, putting himself in 
the early conversation for the Jack Adams 
Award as the NHL’s best coach. 

“His approach is as good as I’ve seen,” 
Chayka said. 

The challenge now will be to keep it 
going. 


Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — The Toronto Maple 
Leafs acquired defenseman Jake Muzzin 
from the Los Angeles Kings on Monday 
night for a first-round pick and two pros¬ 
pects, bolstering their blue line with a 
Stanley Cup-winning veteran. 

Los Angeles gets forward Carl Grund- 
strom and the rights to unsigned defense- 
man Sean Durzi in the deal, along with a 
first-round pick in 2019. 

Muzzin is a steady veteran defenseman 
signed through next season at a salary cap 
hit of $4 million. The blue line has been To¬ 
ronto’s biggest weakness this season, and 
Muzzin could be a top-four defenseman for 
the Leafs, perhaps fitting in their top pair¬ 
ing with Morgan Rielly. 

“The key is his ability to play at the top 
end of our defense, play in all situations, 
play against the other team’s top players,” 
Toronto general manager Kyle Dubas said. 
“He’s proven himself over a good career 
now to be able to move the puck, to excel at 
playing against high-quality competition 
and to contribute offensively.” 

The 29-year-old Muzzin has four goals 
and 17 assists in 50 games this season, 
struggling at times along with his team¬ 
mates in the last-place Kings’ miserable 
year. 

“I was a little shocked to get the phone 
call,” Muzzin said. “You hear rumblings 
and rumors and stuff like that and you just 
continue on with your ways until it actually 
happens and everything sinks in. Very ex¬ 
cited to join Toronto.” 

His departure is the biggest sign yet 
that general manager Rob Blake is will¬ 


ing to reboot the roster of a club with just 
one playoff victory in the past four seasons 
since its second Stanley Cup title. 

The Kings (20-26-4) sit last in the West¬ 
ern Conference with 44 points from 50 
games. 

“I think we’re in a position where we’re 
looking up every day at the standings,” 
Blake said. “We’re not happy about where 
we are. We’re not comfortable with where 
we are, and now we have to make deci¬ 
sions for the best of the organization going 
forward.” 

After going undrafted in 2009 and sign¬ 
ing with Los Angeles as a free agent, Muzz¬ 
in played his way into a steady NHL career 
with the Kings. He was a key contributor 
during their run to the 2014 title, scoring 
12 points in 26 playoff games. 

Muzzin struggled through the 2016-17 
season with 28 points and a minus-21 rat¬ 
ing, but he bounced back last season with a 
career-high 42 points. 

Blake thinks Muzzin will handle the 
transition to the Eastern Conference easily 
after a career in the West. 

“I think he’s an elite defenseman,” 
Blake said. “He’s going to bring the physi¬ 
cal aspect, but he has poise and patience 
to make plays. I think the adjustment will 
come naturally for him because he is a top 
defenseman.” 

Grundstrom, 21, was a second-round 
pick in 2016 and has 29 points in 42 games 
with Toronto’s AHL affiliate this season. 
The 20-year-old Durzi, a second-round 
pick last year, has 28 points in 26 games 
this season in the Ontario Hockey League. 
Blake said the Kings like Durzi’s offensive 
abilities. 



Jason Franson, The Canadian Press/AP 


The Coyotes’ Oliver Ekman-Larsson is checked during a Jan. 12 game against 
Edmonton. The Coyotes have had a rash of key injuries this season, but enter the 
second half just two points out of the final Western Conference playoff spot. 


I At some 
point, 

adversity hits 
and you have 
to decide 
whether you’re 
going to shy 
away from it or 
embrace it. ^ 

John Chayka 

Coyotes GM 
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Curry, Warriors rip Pacers 



Michael Conroy/AP 


Warriors guard Stephen Curry shoots over Pacers guard Aaron 
Holiday during the first half Monday in Indianapolis. 


Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS — Stephen 
Curry’s first-half shooting clinic 
was virtually flawless. 

His championship teammates 
pitched in, too. 

Curry scored 23 of his 26 points 
in the first half Monday and Gold¬ 
en State ran away with a 132-100 
rout at Indiana for its league-lead¬ 
ing 11th consecutive victory. The 
two-time defending champions 
still aren’t satisfied. 

“I feel like we can,” Curry said 
when asked if the Warriors can 
get even better. “We’re not play¬ 
ing perfect basketball, by any 
stretch, but we’re playing consis¬ 
tent, focused basketball and we’re 
still working out some kinks with 
rotations and stuff like that.” 

It’s a scary thought for the rest 
of the league, especially after the 
two-time MVP turned in another 
head-turning performance. 

Curry made his first eight shots 
and his first six three-pointers, 
including a demorahzing 27-foot 
buzzer-beater that gave the War¬ 
riors a 69-48 halftime lead. He 
finished lO-for-13 from the field 
with six rebounds, three assists 
and two steals in just 27 minutes. 

DeMarcus Cousins had a sea¬ 
son-high 22 points on a night five 
players scored in double figures 
and the Warriors had 39 assists. 

And all that came on the final 
leg of a five-game road trip with¬ 
out Draymond Green, who rest¬ 
ed, and against the league’s No. 1 
scoring defense. 

“I was a little worried about 
this game. Everybody’s anxious 
to get home,” coach Steve Kerr 
said. “But we finished off the trip 
the right way. We’ve been more 
dialed in the last month than we 
have all season.” 

Golden State has won a league- 
high 10 consecutive road games 
and swept a five-game trip for the 
first time since November 2014. 

The Pacers played without All- 
Star guard Victor Oladipo, who 
had season-ending surgery on his 
right knee Monday, and Tyreke 
Evans, Oladipo’s replacement, 
because of a sore back. But even 
at full strength, they may have 
struggled to weather the War¬ 
riors’ flurry. 

Indiana gave up a season-high 
40 points in the first quarter, and 
never got closer than 16 after 
Curry broke a 16-16 tie by scoring 
eight points to start a decisive 24- 
6 quarter-closing run en route to 
its most lopsided loss this season. 

“There’s no doubt in my mind 
that this team is going on the up 
track,” Pacers guard Darren 
Collison said. “I think we saw to¬ 
night, playing against a team like 
that, how to execute and we can 
take something from that.” 

Nuggets 95, Grizzlies 92: 
Nikola Jokic scored 24 points and 
made a go-ahead basket with 28.9 
seconds left, and visiting Denver 
overcame a 25-point, second-half 
deficit to beat Memphis. 

Will Barton’s three-pointer 
with 43 seconds remaining gave 


the Nuggets their first lead of 
the game at 91-89. After a three- 
pointer from Memphis’ Justin 
Holiday, Jokic scored inside to 
put Denver ahead to stay. 

Malik Beasley had 18 points, 
13 in the fourth quarter to key 
Denver’s rally. Barton had 20 
points, and the Nuggets moved to 
34-15, the best start in franchise 
history. 

Marc Gasol led Memphis with 
28 points and nine rebounds, and 
Mike Conley had 23 points and 11 
assists. 

It was the largest deficit 
that Denver has overcome this 
season. 

Celtics 112, Nets 104: Jaylen 
Brown and Marcus Smart each 
scored 21 points, and host Boston 
beat Brooklyn to snap the injury- 
riddled Nets’ six-game winning 
streak. 

Aron Baynes had 16 points, 
Marcus Morris 15, and A1 Hor- 
ford and Terry Rozier each had 14 
for Boston, which tied a franchise 
record with 16 blocked shots and 
won for the sixth time in seven 
games. Horford had 11 rebounds. 

The Celtics played without star 
guard Kyrie Irving, who was side¬ 
lined with a sore left hip. 

D’Angelo Russell led the Nets 
with 25 points and Shabazz Na¬ 
pier had 20. Brooklyn had won 19 


of its previous 24 games. 

Hornets 101, Knicks 92: 

Kemba Walker and Tony Parker 
each had 15 points, Malik Monk 
had four clutch 3-pointers in the 
fourth quarter and host Charlotte 
handed New York its 10th straight 
loss. 

Monk scored 12 of his 14 points 
in the fourth quarter to help ignite 
a 17-1 run as Charlotte improved 
to 17-8 at home. 

Kevin Knox had 19 points and 
Tim Hardaway Jr. 17 for the 
struggling Knicks, who have won 
one game since beating the Hor¬ 
nets on Dec. 14. 

Hawks 123, Clippers 118: 

Trae Young scored 26 points, John 
Collins added 22 and Atlanta beat 
host Los Angeles for the first time 
in nearly three years. 

Atlanta had lost five in a row 
to the Clippers dating to March 
5, 2016. The Hawks earned their 
first win against a Pacific Divi¬ 
sion opponent this season after 
dropping their first five. 

Alex Len had 19 points and 
nine rebounds off the bench for 
the Hawks. 

Tobias Harris scored 30 points 
for the Clippers, whose three- 
game winning streak ended on 
the second night of a back-to- 
back. Lou Williams finished with 
21 points and nine assists, and 
Montrezl Harrell had 18 points. 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 


Toronto 
Philadelphia 
Boston 
Brooklyn 
New York 

Miami 

Charlotte 

Washington 

Orlando 

Atlanta 

Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Detroit 

Chicago 

Cleveland 


L Pet GB 

15 .712 - 

18 .640 4 

19 .620 5 

27 24 .529 9'/2 

10 39 .204 25'/2 

Southeast Division 

24 24 .500 - 


24 25 .490 

21 28 .429 

20 30 .400 

16 33 .327 

Centrai Division 

13 .729 


32 


3'/2 


17 .653 3'/2 

27 .438 14 

39 .220 25 
41 .196 261/2 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet 

Houston 29 20 .592 

San Antonio 29 22 .569 

Dallas 22 27 .449 

New Orleans 22 28 .440 

Memphis 20 31 .392 

Northwest Division 


Denver 
Oklahoma City 
Portland 
Utah 

Minnesota 


31 


Golden State 
L.A. Clippers 
L.A. Lakers 
Sacramento 
Phoenix 


Pacific Division 


24 26 .480 10'/2 


.720 - 


23 .549 

26 24 .520 10 

25 25 .500 11 

11 41 .212 26 

Monday’s games 
Charlotte 101, New York 92 
Golden State 132, Indiana 100 
Boston 112, Brooklyn 104 
Denver 95, Memphis 92 
Atlanta 123, L.A. Clippers 118 
Tuesday’s games 
Milwaukee at Detroit 
Oklahoma City at Orlando 
Washington at Cleveland 
Chicago at Brooklyn 
New Orleans at Houston 
Phoenix at San Antonio 
Philadelphia at L.A. Lakers 
Wednesday’s games 
Charlotte at Boston 
Chicago at Miami 
Dallas at New York 
Denver at New Orleans 
Indiana at Washington 
Memphis at Minnesota 
Atlanta at Sacramento 
Utah at Portland 

Thursday’s games 
Dallas at Detroit 
Indiana at Orlando 
Milwaukee at Toronto 
Brooklyn at San Antonio 
L.A. Lakers at L.A. Clippers 
Philadelphia at Golden State 


8'/2 


Monday 

Hawks 123, Clippers 118 

ATLANTA - Huerter 2-10 0-0 5, Collins 

7- 10 5-5 22, Dedmon 6-8 0-0 13, Young 10- 
18 4-4 26, Bembry 2-6 2-2 6, Prince 3-9 3-5 
9, Spellman 2-3 0-0 5, Len 7-12 5-6 19, Lin 

3-8 6-7 13, Carter 2-3 0-0 5. Totals 44-87 
25-29 123. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Bradley 4-10 0-0 12, 
Harris 11-18 6-7 30, Gortat 5-6 0-0 10, Gil- 
geous-Alexander 5-7 0-0 11, Beverley 1-5 

8- 8 10, Harrell 9-15 0-0 18, Scott 1-3 0-0 3, 
Robinson 1-2 0-1 3, Williams 4-17 12-12 
21, Wallace 0-1 0-0 0, Thornwell 0-1 0-0 0. 
Totals 41-85 26-28 118. 

Atlanta 32 31 31 29-123 

L.A. Clippers 25 36 22 35-118 

Three-point goals—Atlanta 10-34 (Col¬ 
lins 3-5, Young 2-7, Spellman 1-2, Carter 
1-2, Dedmon 1-3, Lin 1-4, Huerter 1-6, Len 
0-1, Bembry 0-2, Prince 0-2), L.A. Clippers 
10-27 (Bradley 4-8, Harris 2-4, Robinson 
1-1, Gilgeous-Alexander 1-2, Scott 1-3, 
Williams 1-5, Harrell 0-1, Beverley 0-3). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Atlanta 
44 (Dedmon 10), L.A. Clippers 38 (Bev¬ 
erley 10). Assists—Atlanta 28 (Young 
8), L.A. Clippers 27 (Williams 9). Total 
Fouls—Atlanta 25, L.A. Clippers 26. Tech- 
nicals-Young. A-17,382 (18,997). 


Nuggets 95, Grizzlies 92 

DENVER - Craig 2-4 0-0 5, Millsap 0-5 

4-4 4, Jokic 10-20 3-3 24, Barton 9-15 0-0 
20, Harris 4-11 3-3 11, Hernangomez 0-0 
0-0 0, Plumlee 1-4 2-2 4, Lyles 0-4 0-0 0, 
Morris 4-8 0-0 9, Beasley 7-14 1-2 18. To¬ 
tals 37-85 13-14 95. 

MEMPHIS - Anderson 4-8 1-2 9, Jack- 
son Jr. 4-10 0-0 8, Gasol 11-19 4-6 28, Con¬ 
ley 8-16 4-6 23, Holiday 3-9 1-1 9, Cabocio 

1- 6 2-2 5, Rabb 0-1 0-0 0, Noah 3-5 1-2 7, 
Mack 1-4 0-0 3. Totals 35-78 13-19 92. 

Denver 16 25 19 35-95 

Memphis 30 30 17 15-92 

Three-point goals—Denver 8-36 (Bea¬ 
sley 3-9, Barton 2-6, Craig 1-2, Morris 1- 
4, Jokic 1-8, Millsap 0-1, Lyles 0-2, Harris 
0-4), Memphis 9-32 (Conley 3-9, Holiday 

2- 6, Gasol 2-7, Mack 1-2, Cabocio 1-6, 
Jackson Jr. 0-2). Fouled Out—Jackson 
Jr.. Rebounds—Denver 37 (Plumlee 7), 
Memphis 42 (Gasol 9). Assists—Denver 
17 (Harris, Jokic, Beasley 3), Memphis 
26 (Conley 11). Total Fouls—Denver 18, 
Memphis 22. Technicals—Denver coach 
Michael Malone. A-12,917 (18,119). 


Ceitics 112, Nets 104 

BROOKLYN - Kurucs 1-9 2-2 5, Hollis- 
Jefferson 7-19 0-0 14, Allen 3-6 0-0 6, Rus¬ 
sell 10-20 1-1 25, Harris 2-8 0-0 5, Creek 
2-5 2-2 6, Carroll 4-10 2-3 12, Davis 3-5 2-2 

8, Napier 6-16 4-6 20, Pinson 1-5 0-0 3. To¬ 
tals 39-103 13-16 104. 

BOSTON - Tatum 3-9 0-0 6, Morris 6- 
13 2-2 15, Horford 6-11 2-2 14, Rozier 6-15 
0-0 14, Smart 7-15 3-4 21, Ojeleye 0-1 0-0 
0, Hayward 1-6 0-0 2, Brown 9-16 0-0 21, 
Baynes 6-11 2-2 16, Wanamaker 1-3 0-0 3. 
Totals 45-100 9-10 112. 

Brooklyn 26 24 38 16-104 

Boston 32 28 29 23-112 

Three-point goals—Brooklyn 13-34 
(Russell 4-8, Napier 4-8, Carroll 2-5, Ku¬ 
rucs 1-3, Pinson 1-4, Harris 1-4, Allen 0-1, 
Hollis-Jefferson 0-1), Boston 13-40 (Smart 

4- 10, Brown 3-5, Baynes 2-5, Rozier 2-8, 
Wanamaker 1-1, Morris 1-4, Horford 0- 
1, Ojeleye 0-1, Tatum 0-1, Hayward 0-4). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Brooklyn 
48 (Davis 11), Boston 52 (Horford 11). As¬ 
sists—Brooklyn 20 (Napier 5), Boston 29 
(Smart, Rozier 7). Total Fouls—Brooklyn 
20, Boston 16. Technicals—Horford. A— 
18,624 (18,624). 

Warriors 132, Pacers 100 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 7-21 1-1 16, 
Bell 4-5 0-0 8, Cousins 7-12 7-9 22, Curry 

10- 13 0-0 26, Thompson 7-16 0-1 16, McK- 
innie 0-1 0-0 0, Derrickson 2-5 0-0 5, Loo¬ 
ney 6-7 3-3 15, Cook 3-8 0-0 7, Livingston 
2-3 0-0 4, Iguodala 2-2 2-2 6, Lee 3-5 0-0 7. 
Totals 53-98 13-16 132. 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 5-13 2-2 15, 
Young 5-10 0-0 11, Turner 7-12 2-2 16, Col¬ 
lison 5-91-2 13, Sumner 1-10 0-0 2, McDer¬ 
mott 2-7 1-1 6, Sabonis 3-8 0-0 6, Johnson 
0-1 0-0 0, Leaf 4-7 0-1 8, O’Quinn 1-1 0-0 2, 
Joseph 2-6 2-2 6, Holiday 4-8 0-0 12, Reed 
1-2 0-0 3. Totals 40-94 8-10 100. 

Golden State 40 29 32 31-132 

Indiana 22 26 31 21-100 

Three-point goals—Golden State 13-31 
(Curry 6-8, Thompson 2-6, Lee 1-2, Cous¬ 
ins 1-2, Derrickson 1-4, Cook 1-4, Durant 
1-5), Indiana 12-30 (Holiday 4-5, Bogda¬ 
novic 3-6, Collison 2-3, Reed 1-1, McDer¬ 
mott 1-3, Young 1-3, Johnson 0-1, Leaf 
0-1, Turner 0-2, Joseph 0-2, Sumner 0-3). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Golden 
State 48 (Cook, Iguodala, Curry, Cousins 
6), Indiana 38 (Young 7). Assists—Golden 
State 39 (Iguodala 8), Indiana 29 (Colli¬ 
son 8). Total Fouls—Golden State 19, In¬ 
diana 18. Technicals—Bell, Indiana coach 
Dan Burke. A-17,923 (20,000). 

Hornets 101, Knicks 92 

NEW YORK - Knox 7-16 2-3 19, Thomas 
1-5 3-4 5, Vonleh 2-7 1-2 5, Burke 4-11 0-0 

9, Hardaway Jr. 7-12 1-2 17, Hezonja 4-11 

1- 2 9, Robinson 4-5 2-4 10, Allen 4-8 0-0 
8, Trier 0-7 7-8 7, Dotson 1-3 0-1 3. Totals 
34-85 17-26 92. 

CHARLOTTE - Batum 2-6 1-2 6, Wil¬ 
liams 3-12 0-0 7, Biyombo 2-3 2-2 6, Walker 

5- 16 2-2 14, Lamb 6-12 2-2 15, Bridges 4-5 

2- 3 11, Kidd-Gilchrist 1-4 0-0 2, Hernango¬ 
mez 5-12 1-2 11, Parker 6-13 2-3 15, Monk 
5-12 0-0 14. Totals 39-95 12-16 101. 

New York 24 29 18 21- 92 

Charlotte 30 24 17 30-101 

Three-point goals—New York 7-23 
(Knox 3-4, Hardaway Jr. 2-4, Dotson 1-1, 
Burke 1-2, Allen 0-1, Hezonja 0-2, Trier 
0-3, Thomas 0-3, Vonleh 0-3), Charlotte 

11- 34 (Monk 4-7, Walker 2-6, Bridges 1-1, 
Parker 1-3, Batum 1-3, Lamb 1-4, Williams 
1-8, Hernangomez 0-1, Kidd-Gilchrist 0-1). 
Fouled Out—Kidd-Gilchrist. Rebounds— 
New York 45 (Vonleh 12), Charlotte 53 
(Hernangomez 11). Assists—New York 
19 (Hardaway Jr. 4), Charlotte 25 (Walker 
5). Total Fouls-New York 15, Charlotte 
20. Technicals—Charlotte coach Hornets 
(Defensive three second) 2, Williams. 
A-13,963 (19,077). 



Charles Krupa/AP 


Celtics guard Marcus Smart 
taunts the Nets bench after 
hitting a three-point shot during 
the first quarter on Monday in 
Boston. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


‘Brutal stretch’ for Wolfpack 
with games vs. Cavs, Hokies 


By Aaron Beard 

Associated Press 

RALEIGH, N.C. — North Carolina State coach 
Kevin Keatts didn’t have much time to enjoy the No. 
23 Wolfpack’s buzzer-beating weekend win — not 
with what waits in the days ahead. 

N.C. State was hosting third-ranked Virginia 
on Tuesday night, then welcomes No. 12 Virginia 
Tech on Saturday to headline the week ahead in the 
AP Top 25 schedule. That is part of a three-game 
stretch against teams ranked 12th or higher in this 
week’s AP poll, ending with next week’s trip to 
ninth-ranked rival North Carolina. 

That prompted Keatts to quip Monday that he 
made a mistake by glancing at the schedule on his 
desk. 

“I looked at the schedule and then I shook my 
head,” Keatts said. “I was like, ‘Man, what in the 
world is going on?’... It’s a brutal stretch that we’ve 
got coming, but we play in the best conference in 
college basketball and that’s what happens when 
you play in this conference.” 

N.C. State (16-4, 4-3 Atlantic Coast Conference) 
is coming off a 69-67 win against Clemson, secured 
when the Wolfpack rallied from six down in the final 
26.5 seconds and won on Braxton Beverly’s final- 
play three-pointer. 

The challenge Tuesday will be to use its pres¬ 
sure to harass Virginia out of its methodical pace 
and create turnovers, though the Cavaliers rank 
No. 1 nationally in KenPom’s turnover percentage 
rate (losing the ball on just 13.5 percent of their 
possessions). 

From there, it’s a Virginia Tech team that lacks 
depth but entered the week ranked sixth in Ken¬ 
Pom’s adjusted offensive efficiency (120.3 points per 
100 possessions) and third nationally in three-point 
percentage (.424). 

“I think it’s important when you’re coaching a 
team and you’re in the season, you’ve got to find a 
way to win all type of games,” Keatts said, adding: 
“And more than likely in this conference, you’re 
going to have more close games than you are going 
to have blowouts.” 

Cards and Heels 

The last time Louisville played North Carolina, 
the Cardinals handed the Tar Heels their worst 
home loss under Roy Williams. Three weeks later, 
they’ll play the rematch Saturday. 

The ninth-ranked Tar Heels (15-4, 5-1 ACC) are 
emerging from extended break after last week’s lop¬ 


sided win against Virginia Tech. They visit Georgia 
Tech on Tuesday before traveling to play the 15th- 
ranked Cardinals (15-5, 6-1), who have won five 
straight entering Wednesday’s trip to Wake Forest 
and made the biggest jump (eight spots) of any team 
in Monday’s latest AP Top 25 poll. 

Busy Saturday 

While Saturday offers three matchups of ranked 
teams, only one — No. 16 Texas Tech at No. 11 Kan¬ 
sas — comes outside the ACC. 

Texas Tech, which defeated TCU 84-65 on Mon¬ 
day night, won at Kansas’ Allen Fieldhouse last 
January for its first win there in 18 tries. But the 
Jayhawks won the rematch in Lubbock later that 
year on the way to yet another Big 12 regular-sea¬ 
son title (14 straight years with at least a share of 
the crown). 

Kansas plays at Texas on Tuesday. 

Badgers back? 

Wisconsin started the year unranked, climbed 
into the AP Top 25 for seven weeks and peaked at 
No. 12, then stumbled to fall back out of the poll. 

Back in at No. 24, can the Badgers have another 
multi-week stay in the rankings? 

Wisconsin (14-6, 6-3 Big Ten) travels to Nebraska 
— which has popped in and of the poll this season, 
too—on Tuesday before hosting No. 21 Maryland on 
Friday night. Wisconsin enters the week with three 
straight wins, including one against No. 5 Michigan 
for the Wolverines’ only loss, and has an all-America 
candidate in forward Ethan Happ (18.9 points, 10.4 
rebounds, 5.2 assists per game). 

Watch list 

The watch list of top vote-getters just outside the 
poll is filled with teams that have been ranked this 
season, and it starts with an Auburn team that spent 
six weeks inside the top 10 earlier this season. The 
Tigers (13-6, 2-4 Southeastern Conference) fell out 
from No. 16 in Monday’s poll and enter Wednesday’s 
home game against Missouri with a three-game los¬ 
ing streak. 

Cincinnati (18-3, 7-1 American Athletic Confer¬ 
ence) has won six straight games entering Saturday’s 
home game against SMU in pursuit of its first poll 
appearance this season. And Washington, ranked 
No. 25 in the preseason, has home games against 
use and UCLA as the Huskies (16-4, 7-0 Pac-12) 
look to stay unbeaten in league play. 



Ben McKeown/AP 


North Carolina State's Eric Lockett, right, holds his follow-through after hitting a three-point basket 
during the second half against Clemson in Raleigh, N.C., Saturday. 



Michael Caterina, South Bend Tribune/AP 

Duke's Zion Williamson, right, celebrates with Marques Bolden 
during the game against Notre Dame on Monday. 


Top 25 roundup 


Williamson, Duke 
rout Notre Dame 


Associated Press 

SOUTH BEND, Ind. — Zion 
Williamson flew unimpeded 
again. 

For Notre Dame, there was no 
chance at grounding him. For 
Mike Krzyzewski, there’s no 
need to even think about ground¬ 
ing him. 

“What do you mean ‘grounded’? 
So he doesn’t jump, or what?” the 
Duke coach said Monday night, 
repeating a reporter’s word used 
during a question about keeping 
the Blue Devils’ freshman sensa¬ 
tion level-headed. 

“The kid’s like one of the best 
kids in the whole world,” Krzyze¬ 
wski said. “No way (his head is 
going to get too big). I mean, he is 
so good, is such a great kid.” 

Williamson scored 26 points, 
grabbed nine rebounds and 
blocked four shots, and fellow 
freshmen RJ Barrett and Cam 
Reddish combined for another 30 
points as No. 2 Duke rolled to an 
83-61 victory over the Fighting 
Irish. 

Williamson made 10 of 12 shots 
from the field for the Blue Devils, 
who were in control all the way. 

Duke (18-2, 7-1 Atlantic Coast 
Conference) won its fourth 
straight game while sending 
Notre Dame (11-10, 1-7) to its 
sixth straight loss. 

Barrett tallied 17 points for the 
Blue Devils to go with nine re¬ 
bounds. Reddish had 13 points. 

“Our guys, the two games in 
three days (with) travel, you never 
know what’s going to happen,” 
said Krzyzewski, whose club was 
coming off a 13-point home win 
Saturday over Georgia Tech, “but 
our guys really handled tonight 
well. Proud of them.” 

John Mooney scored 14 points 
and grabbed 11 rebounds for the 


Irish. It was his seventh consecu¬ 
tive double-double, but he fin¬ 
ished just 4 of 15 from the field. 

Prentiss Hubb added 13 points, 
while T.J. Gibbs had 12 points 
and four steals, but they, too, 
struggled with their shots, going 
a combined 9 of 28. 

“I told our guys I think we had 
the two best teams in the coun¬ 
try roll through our building in 
the last (three) days,” said Notre 
Dame coach Mike Brey, whose 
club lost 82-55 to No. 3 Virginia 
on Saturday. 

“I like how we competed against 
this one tonight,” said Brey, who 
had expressed disappointment in 
the effort against the Cavaliers. 
“Let’s see if that can be a better 
habit for us. It’s kind of been a 
habit for us — it was just disap¬ 
pointing Saturday.” 

No. 16 Texas Tech 84, TCU 
65: Jarrett Culver scored 12 of 
his 18 points after halftime, in¬ 
cluding two punctuating dunks in 
the closing minutes, and the host 
Red Raiders snapped a three- 
game Big 12 losing streak with a 
win over the Homed Frogs. 

Texas Tech (17-4, 5-3 Big 12) 
had its biggest lead after Tariq 
Owens blocked a shot that was 
rebounded by Davide Moretti, 
who worked the ball up the court 
before a lob pass to Culver for an 
emphatic slam that made it 80-60 
with 3:16 left. Culver had another 
dunk after that. 

Matt Mooney also had 18 points 
for Texas Tech, which lost three 
Big 12 games in a row before a 
win over Arkansas in the SEC/ 
Big 12 Challenge on Saturday 
night. Owens had 17 points while 
Moretti finished with 11 points 
and seven assists. 

Kouat Noi had 16 points for 
TCU (15-5,3-4). 
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Big man's game 

Success for both Rams and Patriots 
tied to consistency on the offensive line 



Elise Amendola/AP 


Patriots quarterback Tom Brady and center David Andrews point at the Chiefs defense during the AFC 
Championship game. Andrews and guard Joe Thuney (62) are part of the New England offensive line that 
has kept Brady from being sacked this postseason. 


By Kyle Hightower 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — The Los Angeles 
Rams and New England Patriots 
are bringing two of the top scor¬ 
ing offenses in the NFL to the 
Super Bowl. 

The reason they’ve both played 
so well has a lot to do with the big 
guys playing up front. 

Los Angeles had the same of¬ 
fensive line starters for all 16 
games and both playoff contests. 
Their consistency has been key 
to everything Rams coach Sean 
McVay does with a team that aver¬ 
aged 32.9 points per game, ranked 
second in the league. 

A line that has nobody who has 
ever played in a Super Bowl is 
being rewarded. 

“Having that consistency is big 
in everything we do,” left tackle 
Andrew Whitworth said. “We 
know each other very well at this 
point, and that’s something that 
you can rely on when you’re in a 
tight game, when you need to ex¬ 
ecute at an important time in the 
game.” 

The line has been just as de¬ 
pendable for the Patriots. 

Tom Brady has not been sacked 
in either of New England’s two 
playoff wins, with defenses get¬ 
ting only three quarterback hits 
while chasing an offense that 
is part of a team averaging 27.3 
points per game, ranked fourth in 
the NFL. 

It hasn’t gone unnoticed by the 
Patriots’ 41-year-old quarterback. 

In the days after their AFC 
championship game victory over 
Kansas City, Brady posted a pic¬ 
ture on Instagram of his spotless 
jersey. He tagged each of his of¬ 
fensive linemen in the post, writ¬ 
ing, “Not even 1 grass stain!” 

The last time Brady wasn’t 
sacked through two playoff games 


was the 2003 season, when he 
wasn’t sacked at all during the 
Patriots’ three wins, including 
their Super Bowl victory over 
Carolina. 

“I think they’ve performed in¬ 
credible all year really,” Brady 
said. “We really haven’t had many 
sacks this year and I think they’ve 
done such a great job protecting, 
and the run game, I think that 
speaks for itself. That was just an 
incredible effort last week and 
we’re going to need it again be¬ 
cause this group is obviously ex¬ 
ceptional at [the defensive line]. 

“The D-line is certainly a great 
strength of theirs. We’ll be chal¬ 
lenged. All those guys will be 
challenged.” 

The 37-year-old Whitworth 
is the cornerstone of the Rams’ 
offensive turnaround, provid¬ 
ing brilliant blocking and steady 
leadership ever since he left Cin¬ 
cinnati to join McVay on the West 
Coast two years ago. He has start¬ 
ed every game except one in the 
past two seasons — and so have 
left guard Rodger Saffold, center 
John Sullivan and right tackle 
Rob Havenstein. 

The Rams’ continuity on the 
line is remarkable in the modern 
NFL. Their only change from 
2017 to 2018 was made at right 
guard, where Austin Blythe re¬ 
placed the suspended Jamon 
Brown for the first two games of 
this season and played so well he 


never relinquished the spot. 

The Rams’ offensive line is a re¬ 
liable barometer for the success of 
their powerful offense. When the 
linemen are playing well, as they 
did through the first 10 weeks of 
the season, quarterback Jared 
Goff operates smoothly behind 
his protection and Todd Gurley 
finds gaping holes in their oppo¬ 
nents’ defensive fronts. 

When the line struggles, as 


it appeared to do at Detroit and 
Chicago in December, the offense 
stalls. Goff was pressured 51 
times in a four-game stretch late 
in the regular season after getting 
pressured just 78 times in the first 
10 games, directly leading to the 
Rams’ losses to the Bears and the 
Philadelphia Eagles. 

“Everybody knows how much 
I love those guys,” Gurley said. 
“They’re responsible for every¬ 
thing. We’ve got the best line in 
the game, in my opinion, and they 
show it on the field every week.” 

New England lost two starters 
on its offensive line in the offsea¬ 
son when tackles Nate Solder and 
Cam Fleming left in free agency. 
But with Marcus Cannon and 
Trent Brown taking their spots, 
joining center David Andrews 
and guards Shaq Mason and Joe 
Thuney, Brady was sacked 21 


times during the regular sea¬ 
son, compared with 35 times last 
season. 

New England knows it will take 
a similar effort against a Rams’ 
defensive line that also features 
All-Pro Aaron Donald, Dante 
Fowler and Ndamukong Suh. 

Andrews said one of the things 
they are so good at is changing up 
things, with Suh sometimes play¬ 
ing nose guard, and lining up on 
the edge other times. 

“Obviously they’re both dy¬ 
namic players,” Andrews said. 
“Aaron Donald is the best defen¬ 
sive football player in the league, 
there’s no doubt about that. So it’s 
going to be a big challenge. We’re 
going to have to do a lot of things 
well.” 

AP Sports Writer Greg Beacham in Los 
Angeies contributed to this report. 


We really haven’t had many sacks this 
year and I think they’ve done such a great 
job protecting, and the run game, I think 
that speaks for itself. ^ 

Tom Brady 

Patriots QB, who hasn’t been sacked this postseason 


Head-coaches-in-waiting focused on Sunday’s game 


By Greg Beacham 
Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Quarterbacks coach Zac 
Taylor isn’t allowed to talk about what will 
happen next week after the Los Angeles 
Rams’ trip to the Super Bowl is over and 
the Cincinnati Bengals hire their next head 
coach. 

Brian Flores, the New England Patriots’ 
unofficial defensive coordinator, says it 
would be disrespectful for him to discuss 
what’s going on with his own career until 
next week, when the Miami Dolphins make 
their own head coaching hire. 

Until then, these two assistants on the 
rise are making sure they’re doing every¬ 
thing possible to walk into their next jobs 
with a big, shiny ring. 

The 35-year-old Taylor is widely expected 
to be hired by the Bengals to replace Mar¬ 
vin Lewis once the Rams’ season ends Sun¬ 
day. While he couldn’t confirm the decision 
during the opening media session of Super 
Bowl week Monday night, Taylor used his 


first public comments since the interview 
process to praise Rams coach Sean McVay 
for his advice and leadership during their 
two years together. 

“The important thing is to not allow it to 
be a distraction,” Taylor said of his head 
coaching interviews during the Rams’ play¬ 
off push. “Sean has been really great to let 
us take our day to handle that business, and 
then put it to rest and move on and remain 
focused. He wants to see the best for us, and 
so he’s been very helpful. That’s one of the 
many things you appreciate about Sean.” 

Taylor spent one year as the University 
of Cincinnati’s offensive coordinator before 
joining McVay’s staff in 2017. He has risen 
rapidly in the NFL’s estimation along with 
just about everyone who has worked with, 
worked for or spoken to McVay, who has his 
long-struggling franchise in the Super Bowl 
in his second season. 

Along with Taylor’s apparent success 
with the Bengals, former Rams offensive 
coordinator Matt LaFleur took over the 
Green Bay Packers three weeks ago. Cur¬ 


rent Rams passing game coordinator Shane 
Waldron also interviewed for unspecified 
head coaching jobs in the past month. 

“Sean has been great,” Taylor said of his 
33-year-old boss. “It is something that all 
coaches strive to do at some point in their 
career, but the important thing is to not 
allow it to be a distraction.” 

An hour after Taylor gently deflected 
questions about his future, Flores did the 
same. Late in his 15th season with the Pa¬ 
triots as a scout and coach, the former Bos¬ 
ton College linebacker wouldn’t address 
widespread reports that he will take over in 
Miami after the Super Bowl. 

“Right now my vision is on Sunday’s 
game,” Flores said. “That’s where my head 
is at.” 

That’s the same posture taken by former 
Patriots defensive coordinator Matt Patri¬ 
cia last season when he interviewed for the 
Detroit Lions’ head coaching job during the 
Patriots’ playoff run. He then was swarmed 
with questions about his future heading into 
the Patriots’ matchup with Philadelphia. 


New England lost on Feb. 4, and Patricia 
was named Detroit’s coach on Feb. 5. 

Flores said he hasn’t been distracted 
by the ongoing speculation about his job 
status. 

“I’m very good at compartmentalizing. 
Right now my focus is squarely on the 
Rams,” Flores said. 

Flores would be the ninth former assistant 
to Bill Belichick to become a head coach. 
That group includes current offensive coor¬ 
dinator Josh McDaniels, the former Denver 
head coach who was named Indianapolis’ 
head coach right after the Super Bowl last 
season, only to withdraw from the position 
later that day. 

Flores started with the Patriots as a scout¬ 
ing assistant in 2004 after he sent a letter to 
all 32 NFL teams asking for a job and even 
offering to work for no pay. 

“Brian has been with our organization 
for a long time in a lot of different roles,” 
Belichick said at media night. “He’s done a 
great job for me, and he has the respect of 
everybody in the organization.” 
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SUPER BOWL 


More like a mosh pit and Mardi Gras 


Media Night is NFL’s version of rock concert, 
with player interviews rather than music 


By Barry Wilner 

Associated Press 



David J. Phillip/AP 


Los Angeles Rams head coach Sean McVay, right, speaks with New England Patriots 
head coach Bill Belichick during Opening Night for the Super Bowl Monday. 


ATLANTA — Super Bowl Media Night 
is the NFL’s version of a rock concert, with 
player interviews rather than music. 

It’s a Mardi Gras party, complete with 
the costumes. 

It’s a slow-motion stampede conducted 
mostly by quasi-media members or out¬ 
right impostors. 

Some Los Angeles Rams players and 
coach Sean McVay sat at podiums Monday 
night, answering questions ranging from 
serious to outrageous. Other Rams were 
spread across the mosh pit of a floor at the 
State Farm Arena, dealing with the mi¬ 
crophones and TV cameras and the noise 
bouncing through the building. 

This is the start of the biggest week in 
American football? 

Nowadays, it is. 

“Very cool to be here,” said Rams star 
defensive tackle Aaron Donald, the only 



David J. Phillip/AP 


Camdyn Clancy has some fun with the 
Patriots' Julian Edelman during Opening 
Night for the Super Bowl on Monday. 
Camdyn, from Juneau, Alaska, is this 
year's NFL PLAY 60 Super Kid. 


unanimous All-Pro this season. 

He was, of course, sitting in the safety of 
a podium. 

As he looked out, he might spot a woman 
in a blue gown strutting for TV cameras 
that didn’t seem to be searching for any¬ 
thing football related. 

Or several people in full Mexican regalia 
— nice sombreros, for sure — giving their 
own interviews rather than asking any¬ 
thing about jet sweeps or corner blitzes. 

There even was a man dressed in a clown 
suit from head to toe, wearing the makeup 
to complement the outfit. How fitting. 

“You play all your career to get here,” 
Donald added. Presumably he meant to 
face the AFC champion Patriots on Sunday 
in the game, not the opening night that in¬ 
creasingly seems to be about anything but 
his profession. “It’s a blessing to be here.” 

Melissa Whitworth, the wife of Donald’s 
teammate, tackle Andrew Whitworth, 
didn’t mind the mayhem at all. On hand 
with her four children — twins Sarah and 
Drew, both 7; Michael, who is 6; and Kath¬ 
erine, 4 — she has been a fan of Media 
Night for a while, and was thrilled her hus¬ 
band had gotten there at least. 

“After 13 years,” she said with a wide 
smile, her kids nearby dressed in Rams 
jerseys with the number 77 and Whitworth 
on the back. “I love this night. I love every¬ 
thing about this night.” 

So did daughter Sarah, who said she 
didn’t like football — she might have had 
quite a bit of company among the throngs 
paying more attention to each other than to 
the players. Asked if she watched her dad 


^The Rams are having 
the time of their lives and 
enjoying participating in 
everything. ^ 

Marc Summers 

host of Nickelodeon show “Double Dare" 


play, she shook her head ‘no’, noting she 
preferred ballet. 

That certainly beat the scrum going on 
around the Whitworths. And everywhere 
else on the floor. 

Many Rams were able to break away 
from the throngs of onlookers and pretend 
media on the floor to return to their child¬ 
hoods. Marcus Peters and Dante Fowler 
Jr., walked onto a makeshift stage Monday 
night and played a tossing game for the 
Nickelodeon show “Double Dare.” 

It was a quick respite for the Los Ange¬ 
les Rams defensive duo, and cornerback 
Peters appeared to beat linebacker Fowler 
in the game. Then they were back into the 
scrum of microphones and TV cameras. 

As for the Patriots, well, the lineup was 
short. 


“We’re having them do physical chal¬ 
lenges,” said Marc Summers, the long-time 
host of the program. “But we’re not getting 
the Patriots to come over. New England has 
been here many times and they are confi¬ 
dent and are a little over this (scene). The 
Rams are having the time of their lives and 
enjoying participating in everything.” 

A few minutes later. Patriots placekicker 
Stephen Gostkowski might have invited 
the wrath of his coach by actually taking 
part in one of Summers’ activities, a mini¬ 
basketball challenge. Talk about being un¬ 
afraid of a double dare. 

Back to the chaos elsewhere, one front- 
row fan sported a Patriots jersey while 
wearing a Rams head mask. An ugly one, 
too. 

Confusing, but certainly fitting. 


Ground: Goff doesn’t seem overwhelmed by spotlight, matchup 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Already the winningest quar¬ 
terback in NFL history, Brady 
will play in his 40th playoff game 
in Atlanta. Goff is playing in his 
fourth, but he is riding the mo¬ 
mentum of his first two career 
postseason victories in the past 
two games. 

Goff didn’t have many plays 
on his shoulders two weeks ago 
when the Rams’ ground game 
ran over the Dallas Cowboys. He 
played a larger role in the Rams’ 
wild victory over the Saints, 
and he emerged with the re¬ 
newed respect of his coaches and 
teammates. 

Goff clearly has the arm and 
the ability to succeed in McVay’s 
offense. Against New Orleans, 
he demonstrated his ability to do 
more. 

“It’s big, I think, anytime you 
can go into an atmosphere like 


that, go down 13 (points) early, 
and then show the poise and per¬ 
severance and get through adver¬ 
sity the way we did and be able to 
come out on top late in the game,” 
Goff said. 

It wasn’t his best performance 
of the season, but it was probably 
the most satisfying. 

Goff went 25-for-40 for 297 
yards with one touchdown and one 
interception against the Saints. 
More importantly, he calmly ral¬ 
lied the Rams from an early 13- 
point deficit, and he made enough 
big plays down the stretch to keep 
the Rams in contention in that 
topsy-turvy game. 

“What stood out was the way 
that he was able to weather the 
storm,” McVay said. “The men¬ 
tal toughness was displayed by 
the team as a whole, and Jared 
kind of personified that with the 
way that he handled the game. 


his overall command, making 
big throws when we needed it the 
most.... Jared [showed] his ability 
to be at his best when his best was 
required. The competitive great¬ 
ness showed up in a big way.” 

Goff and Brady have only faced 
each other once before. In De¬ 
cember 2016, Brady became the 
NFL’s career victories leader in 
a 26-10 victory at New England, 
while Goff threw two intercep¬ 
tions in his third career start. 

Goff met Brady for the first 
time at that game. They’re friend¬ 
ly, but not yet close. 

When asked if it feels surreal to 
be heading toward a Super Bowl 
showdown with the mighty Pa¬ 
triots and a quarterback who has 
been winning championships for 
his entire life, Goff stifled a grin. 

“No,” he replied. “I’ve played 
these guys before.” 



Matt Rourke/AP 


Rams quarterback Jared Goff talks to his Patriots counterpart Tom 
Brady during Opening Night for the Super Bowl on Monday. 
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Curry’s first-half shooting clinic lifts 
Warriors past Pacers » nba, Page 28 


SUPER BOWL 



John Bazemore/AP 


Rams quarterback Jared Goff takes the field before the NFC championship game against the New Orleans Saints. Goff was 7 years old when Tom Brady won his first 
Super Bowl in early 2002. The Rams quarterback has looked up to his fellow Bay Area native ever since, and now they're meeting in the Super Bowl. 

QBs Goff, Brady don’t see advantage in experience, youth 


By Greg Beacham 
Associated Press 

THOUSAND OAKS, Calif, 
ared Goff was 7 years old when 
Tom Brady beat the Rams to 
win his first Super Bowl in early 
2002. The kid has been a fan of 
the superstar ever since. 

Goff is now 24, the same age as Brady 
was then. When Brady plays in his ninth 
Super Bowl next weekend in Atlanta for 
the New England Patriots, Goff will be 
on the other sideline for Los Angeles, nei¬ 
ther star-struck nor cocky. 

Their 17-year age gap is the biggest 


between starting quarterbacks in Super 
Bowl history. Yet the passing years ap¬ 
parently mean little to Brady, and they’re 
just as unimportant to Goff, who sees no 
advantage in his youth and no disadvan¬ 
tage in his inexperience. 

“It’s a guy that you’ve looked up to for 
so long,” Goff said Thursday. “Now I get 
a chance to play in one with him. We do 
respect him, but I’m going to go out there 
and do my best and be the best I can be, 
and hopefully come out with a win.” 

Both quarterbacks will be under a re¬ 


lentless spotlight this week. Brady lives 
his life under that glare, while Goff is still 
getting used to it after just three years of 
being a No. 1 overall pick who stumbled 
early, but grew quickly into a successful 
quarterback. 

Goff doesn’t admit to seeing this Super 
Bowl as a chance to step into Brady’s ech¬ 
elon as one of the league’s elite passers, 
even if that’s what much of the football 
world is telling him. But after Goff led 
the Rams to 24 wins and two playoff vic¬ 
tories over the past two years, the Rams 


already think he’s there. 

“We’re very confident in his ability to 
lead us, knowing that it’s a big game,” 
Rams coach Sean McVay said. “I think 
Jared will be himself, which is exactly 
what we want him to be.” 

Goff and Brady are from different gen¬ 
erations, but the quarterbacks have a few 
things in common. 

They’re both from the Bay Area, with 
Brady growing up on the Peninsula and 
Goff in Marin County. Neither was a 
can’t-miss NFL prospect heading into 
college, but neither let it stop him. 

SEE EQUAL ON PAGE 31 
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Ovechkin, Laine lead surge in hat tricks » NHL, Page 26 












